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assembled An awkward error occured on publishing | ter passing the senate, was suffered tulie on the table of| | A letter to the editor of the Boston Atlas, dated 
le, and he ir, Price’s letter in dur last. The * Intelligencer” | the other house till the close cf ihe session, without its} Augusta, Me., Feb. 28, says— 
Pt On the ME ug authorized to say that it was addressed to his friends venturing so far as even to make a motion for} The last of the troops drafted from this division 
her clan but our compositor made us say that they |!¢ consideration. who have been called into active service, left here 
~~ Side ore authorized to say it was nol addressed to that| In the list of acts passed during the late session, the | this morning. They are to proceed forthwith to 
fs Sie dividual. reader will find none making appropriations for fort fi- | the disputed territory. 
sand cod cations, or for the support of the military academy. A letter was received in this town last evening da- 





visab} 
isable tg ougress empowering the president to protect the 
aine border, is inserted in the next page. We 
vill, hereafter, bring up the journal of congression- 
| proceedings, and publish the debates on the ques- 
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efore con. feqion at length. 

ject, th 

hereby jg fg The annual general appropriation bill con- 
establish ins, besides its ordinary items, the following 
Dal force, nactment for the further security of the revenue 
ea jerived from imposts : 

ery, ne Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and af- 
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or the passage of this act, all money paid to any col- 
pctor of the customs, or to any person acting as such, 

r unascertained duties, or fur duties paid under pro- 
pst against the rate or amount of duties charged, shall 
placed to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
tates, kept and dispcsed of, as all other money paid 
Mr duties is required by law, or by regulation of the 
easury department, to ve placed to the credit of the said 
easurer, kept and disposed cf, and shall not be held by 
xe said collector, or person acting as such, to await any 














act whep.qmmscertainment of duties, or the result of any litigation in 
act, shdljmmelation to the rate or amount of duty legally chargeable 


nd collectable in any case Where mouey is sv paid. 
But, whenever it shall ve shown to the satisfaction of 
e secretary of the treasury that, in any case of unas- 
eriained duty or duties paid under protest, more money 
as been paid to the coliector or persun acting as such, 
yan the law requires should have been paid, it shall 
e his duty to draw his warrant upon the treasurer in 
nvor of the person or persons entitied to the over pay- 
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he sumd—ment, directing the said treasurer to refund the same 
iated andMiui of auy money in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
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fG- The twenty-filth congress terminated on 
londay morning last; the house having adjourned 
about one o’clock, and the senate at about three 
clock. Never, perhaps, since the formation of the 
onstitution, has a session terminated which has 
een so little productive cf benefits to the country, 



















ted Siam so rife with bad passions, miserable artifices, and 
rowed aca! that is offensive in party tactics. During the en- 
f Januayfmre session, excepting a lew days before its close, 


here seemed to be a total disregard of the interests 
‘the people and the government; and day by day 


xceed fire 


he sumdiees been wasted in siupid debates to win populari- 
is hereby, at home, or wicked and foolish attempts to gain 
asury nifmmrty ascendaney. As aconsequence of this profli- 
f a specil/ate waste of time, there has been a frightful wreck 
esident (MM the public business, and a vast amount of suffer- 


ppoint WEE: entailed upon individaals whose rightful claims 


ave been deferred another year. 


een real, im In speaking thus, we do not intend to reflect 
-cormml Bipon either of the two parties in congress, for we 
be ma'@pnsider the whole body liable to censure; but 
row at Il on that spirit which regards legislation more in 
bate now effects upon party interests than the public wel- 
}, Lvani Ere; for on uo question that has been discussed, 
asy moltMve that which involved the national honor, bave 
vd visable, Be seen any of that old-fashioned patriotisin which 


hould be 
commit 
ion, and 


ok a broad and national view of the cousequences 
ineasures, 
To give our readers some idea of this waste of 


jereupon Maine, we state, that more than one hundred bills 
om milleeR@Phich had passed the senate, were not acted on by 
ere mad Be house ; and that of the vast number which had 
ow, (Fr Been prepared by the cominittees of the latter body, 
over aRPith great labor, hardly a fourth part were finally act- 
inted ul Bl on. Indeed, in the whole list of public acts passed, 
yn forelg? Bere are but few, if we except the appropriation 
‘inting OMMl!, the bill to take the next census, and the bill 
rt, doc" relation to the north-eastern boundary, which 
. Looms Be ere iinmediately called for by the public interest, 
some feWREnd nicht not have been postponed until the next 
greed . ession. 
lee ; soll The “Intelligencer” has the following notice of 
wos cen Me oe Of the bills which failed : 
oll “The session was closed long after midnight of Sun- 
Gar av, the 31 instant, the house adjourning at a quarter 
re agre (ore two @elock, the senate not until after three 
and some MP clock, A, M. of Monday. 
the hou! inong the acts which failed, may be reckoned as 
3. ‘st among those which have attracted the public atten- 


on, the bill known as the sub-treasury bill; which, af- 
Vor. VI. Sta. 2. 


ng The bill which finally passed both houses of 





‘I'he appropriations for these objects were incorporated 
in the Bul making appropriations for the support of the 
army for 1839. An appropriation is also contained in 
that bill for the defence of the Niagara, Oswego, and 
Plattsburg frontier; and an appropriation of $30,000 
fur the defence of the western frontier is included in 
the Indian appropriation bill. 


‘The appropriations for the support of the post office 
departme’ t are included in the civil appropriation act. 
No post-road act was passed a' this session. 


No act for building or completing light houses was 
passed. The bill for that purpose which passed the 
senate was never eveil read in the house. 


Neither was any act for the iniprovement of harbors 
passed this session. 


The bill making appropriations for the continuation 
of the Cumberland road, afier passing the senate, failed 
in the house of representatives, notwithstanding the 
strenuous exertions of its friends to procure for it a 
hearing atleast. Oa Sunday night, Mr. Rariden gota 
motion before the house to go into committee of the 
whole on that bill, but his motion was negatived.” 





DerawaRreE. The legislature of this state had 
adjourned witheut electing asenator in the place cf 
Mr. Bayard. We will give all the proceediigs in 
relation to this omission hereafter. 





Dutres on imPorts. The following ‘circular 
to collectors, naval officers, and surveyors,” has 
been issued by direction of the secretary of the 
treasury: 

Treasury department, 
Comptroller's office, March 4, 1839. 

The recent session of congress having terminated 

without the passage of an act proposed by this ¢epart- 


ment, explanatory of the various conflicting provisions | 
of existing laws in regard to the classification of several | 


descriptions of merchandise imported into the United 
States; and the supreme court of the United States 
having lately pronouneed an opinion in respect to one 
of the principal species of goods, heretofore the subject of 
great diversity of opinion, it has heen deemed expedient 
and proper by this office to avail itself of the occasion 
so far to modify existing instructions as to make them 
conform to the judicial decision in reference not only to 
the article of merchandise specially the subject of the 
recent suit, but to all those articles also which clearly 
come within the spirit of the law as expounded by the 
court. 

The supreme court has declared that silk hosiery is 
free from duty, under the act of 2d March, 1833. 

By the application of the principle established by the 
court, it ollowe as a neccssury consequence that mits, 
gloves, bindiags, millinery, ready-made clothing, and 
all other manutactures of silk, or of which silk is the 
component material of chief value, coming from this 
side of the Cape of Good Hope, except sewing sulk, are 
also exempt from duty. 

The opinion of the court being maintained, in part 
npon the position, that the second clause of the second 
section of the duty act of 1832, except only as it respects 
ready-made clothing, has exclusive reference to articles 
of wool, or of which wool is a component part, it fol- 
lows, in accordance with this opinion, that mits, gloves, 


and bndings, when composed wholly or in part of wool, | 


are chargeable with the duty of 25 per centum, as spe- 
cified in that section; when of other insterial, (except 
silk.) according to the material of which they are com- 

osed, as leather 30 per cent., cotton 25 per cent. 
Readymade clothing, being separated from the general 
vperation of the principie here applied, stands as an in- 
dependent specification, subject to a duty of 50 per cent.. 
whatever may be the fabric, and exempted trom duty 
only when of silk, by the operation of the act of March, 
1833. 

Your practice in future will be regulated by these 
opinions. All instructions from this department neé 
consistent therewith being necessarily superseded, and 
in cases in which you have received duties, pid uncer 
protest, on any of the articles now declared exempt 
from the payment of duty, you will refund the said 
du‘ies to the owners of the goods. 

[ am, very respecifully, your obedient servant, 

J. N. BARKER, comptroller. 





from the frontiers was frow Augusta, under date of 
the 25th ult. We have since gathered the follow- 
ing items of intelligence: Rigas EES 














ted at Houlton, the 26th instant, which says, that 
five companies of British troops had gone up the 
St. Johns. <A part of the militia of the province 
had been called into the service of her majesty. 
Soine of them were stationed at Wvodstock. A 
gentleman who left Houtton on Monday last, rep- 
resents that the proceeding in our legislature and 
the letter of gov. Fairfield to sir John Harvey, had 
created great excitement in the province. A part 
of gen. Hodsdon’s detachinent reached Houlton on 
Tuesday. 

Orders were issued yesterday calling about a 
thousand more of our militia into the service of 
the state. 

On the Ist instant letters from Houlton were re- 
ceived at Bangor, a distance of 120 miles, in 10 
hours and 25 minutes, by the line of videttes estab- 
lished between the two places. One of thei ig 
from colonel John L. Hodsdon, and communicates 
the important intelligence that a regiment of 800 
Fusiliers had arrived at Halifax from Cork, and 
were ordered to be at Frederickion on Wedncsday 
last, and to proceed forthwith to the disputed terri- 
tory. 

It also states that if would be necessary to cuta 
road from seven to twenty-five miles for the Maine 
troops to join Mr. Jarvis’s force, whieh road iwust 
at one point approach within a few rods of the un- 
disputed bouncary, at which point it was anticipa- 
ted there must be a brush with the British. It was 
also supposed that a reinforcement of American 
troops would be ordered very soon. 


Another letter from Houlton states that col. Web- 
ster, one of the persons taken with Mr. McIntire, 
had arrived there from No. 10, with the information 
that Jarvis’ force had thrown up a fort near Fitz- 
herbert’s. The letter also says, that col. Webster 
reports the arrival of 500 Biitish troops from Que- 
bec, at Madawaska village—having been ordered to 
New Brunswick before the difficulties commenced. 


The detachinent sent by Mr. Jarvis to the Fish 
river, had broken up a camp of lu:nbering trespas- 
sers, making 5 men, 4 horses and § oxen prisoners, 
Another account says 11 men and ail their teains. 

Most of the troops under general Hodsdon had 
arrived at Houlton; another 1,000 under general 
Batchelder were on their way’ thither, and another 
1,000 had received orders to march; making in all 
abont 3,700 concentrated, or soun to be in the dis- 
puted territory. 

Sir John Harvey had sent an express to sir John 
Colborne. Three companies of regulars were quar- 
tered at Woodstock. The Maine papers say the 
British troops were strongly disposed to desert, and 
that a strong guard of provincial militia was sta- 
tioned between Woodstock and Houlton, to pre- 
vent the regulars from slipping over the line. 


The Boston Mercantile of Monday evening states 
that it seems to be the general opinion in Maine, 


that the government of that state will not relin- 
quish her claim to the jurisdiction over the cispu- 
ted territory—but will retain possession with a mi- 
litary foree—in spite of the protocol. The Port. 
land Advertiser says ‘* we sey this, and we do but 
speak the language of the whole state of Maine, 
that we will not yield vp the possession of the Aroos- 
took to any earthly power.” 

By an extra of the Bangor Mechanic and Farmer, 
dated 2¢ March, (Saturday,) we learn that a geutie- 
map trom Woodstock reports that the militia are 
gathering on the frontier. Only 140 regulars Were 
at Woodstock, with 7 pieces of artillery. 

A correspondent of the Boston Conrier, under 
date of Houlton, Feb. 27th, says there was then 
raving a violent snow storm, which it was thought 
would impede the progress of the Six or eight hun- 
dred militia of Bangor on their march to Houlton. 

The Portland Courier of Friday evening says— 

« Gov. Fairfield’s answerto sir John Harvey’s 


NorTHEASTERN FRONTIER. The news in our last | letter, In which sir Jolin Harvey claims exclusive 


jurisdiction over the disputed territory, created 
something of a stirat Frederickton; in less than 


an hourafter it was received, a special message was — 
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on its way to Washington with despatches to the 
British minister.” 

A letter in the Boston Aflas of Monday, dated in 
the senate chamber of Maine, at Augusta, March 2d, 
(protably from a Maine senator,) says : 

“| speak advisedly, when I say that if the com- 
templated visit of general Scott to Maine is only to 

ersuade a withdrawal of our troops from the dispu- 
ed territory, or a relinquishment of our present post- 
tion, he might as well stay away. I repeat that I speak 
advisedly when I say this. It may appear as strong 
language, but I say from my heart, that I had rather 
see our state deluged in blood, and every field bleach- 
ed with the bones of our citizens, than that we should 
retrace our footsteps and submit to British arrogance. 
Yes, the “ glorious stars and stripes” must wave on 
the line, and we must speak, if necessary, with the 
cannon’s mouth to the British minions, “ thus far 
shalt thou come andno farther.” 

The Boston Atlas of Tuesday contains the follow- 
ing letter from its correspondent, dated 

Bangor, Saturday, March 2, 1839. 

We are again in the midst of excitement. The 
information from the frontier which 1 forwarded to 
you last night, and the intelligence by this morning’s 
mail of the state of feeling in the cabinet, in congress 
and among the people at Washington, have aroused 
to greater intensity the interest of our citizens in the 


all absorbing subject, and given impluse to curiosity, | P 


inquiry, discussion and speculation. Bulletins and 
extras are issued and hawked about the street and 

osted up in public places. At no time before 
cobs we felt the probability of a general war to be 
80 greet. The people of this state will be rejoiced 
if the general government, as there is now reason to 
believe, will approve and aid and make common 
cause with them in the strugyle they have commen- 
ced. Yet would they much more rejoice, enthusi- 
astic and excited as they are, if the difficulty could 
be terminated honorably without bloodshed. 

No express has arrived to day, and there is no 
news of importance from the east. A draft from the 
7th division is on the way to Calais—it amounts to 
800 men, and 220 light infantry and riflemen from 
the 5th division are ordered to meet at Portland on 
Monday and proceed at once to Augusta, and a new 
draft from the 5th, 6th and 8th divisions of 1,000 is 
ordered, of which a part are to assemble at Augusta 
on Wednesday next. Itis reported that the four men 
captured on Fish river by Mr. Jarvis’s detachment as 
trespassers, have produced permits from the provin- 
cial authorities. This I believe is from good authori- 
ty. Ifcorrect, it shows the self constituted guardi- 
ans of our territory in no very favorable light, and 
proves that Maine has come of age and assumed the 
manly toga none too early. 

P.S. 8 o’clock, P.M. Since writing the above, 
Mr. English, who brought sir John Hafvey’s first 
letter to gov. Fairfield, has passed through town with 
a communication from sir John to the governor. Re- 
port says it contains some proposition in regard to a 
conventional line. Nous Verrons. 

The schooner Eleanor Jane arrived at Boston, on 
Saturday, having left St. Johns, N. B. on the pre- 
ceding Sunday. The captain informed the Boston 
Atlas that the whole militia of the province had 
been ordered out by sir John Harvey. 

Part of the 69th regiment, which arrived at Hali- 
fax, a few days ago, embarked on the 20th fcr con- 
veyance to the frontier. 

he Nova Scotia Royal Gazette is very belli- 
gerent. We copy the following paragraph : 

‘‘Nothing can justify this conduct of Maine. 
Great Britain holds sovereignty over the district 
which has been invaded, and will as firmly defend 
it as she would any other part of the empire. 
we are anxious that this boundary story should be 
brought to aclose in some way or other. We would 
have no unsettled accounts with the United States, 
for the only friendship they have for us is that 
which rests on commercial cupidity.” 

A New Brunswict paper winds up an angry ar- 


ticle upon the subject of the border difficulties, 
with the following remarks upon the course which 


jt will be the duty of Great Briain to pursue in case 
of any invasion: 

«‘ Whenever such an infringement is made, from 
that moment the commencement of hostilities be- 
tween the two countries may be dated, and although 
we cannot pretend to boast with our western neigh- 
bors, yet we are greatly mistaken if such a war, 
brought about by the self-willed and misguided poli- 
ey of Maine, does not end in leaving the United 
States with a ruined trade—crippled commerce— 
mouldering cities—and a FREE, but disunited and 
distracted people ?” 

General Scott, accompanied by major Ripley, and 
gapiains Anderson and Keyes, reached Boston on 
Saturday morning on his way to the northeastern 
frontier. We learn from the Boston Evening Ga- 
gette that general 8, was introduced to governor 


Still 





Everett in the council chamber, who addressed him 
substantially as follows: 

GENERAL: I take great pleasure in presenting you to 
the members of the executive of Massachusetts, t need 
not say that you are already well know; to them by re- 
putation. ‘They are familiar with your fame, as it is re- 
corded on some of the most arduous and honorable 
fields of the country’s struggles. We rejoice in meet- 
ing you on this occasion, charged as you are with a 
most momentous mission, by the president of the United 
States. We are sure you are entrusted with a duty 
most grateful to your feelings—that of averting an ap- 
peal to arms. e place unlimited reliance on your 


spirit, energy, and discretion. Should you unhappily | 


fail in your efforts, under the instructions of the presi- 
dent to restore harmony, we know that you go equally 
prepared for a still more responsible duty. Should that 
event unhappily occur, 1 beg you to depend on the firm 
support of the commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

he answer of the general was happy and appro- 
priate—he concluded by saying that the executive 
of the United States had full reliance upon the 
patriotism and public spirit of Massachusetts, in 
any emergency which might arise. 


The Boston Transcript of Monday evening says: 
‘* Major general Scott and suite left town to-day, at 
12 M. for the east. The general expected to re- 
ceive despatches from Washington, but in conse- 


quence of the non-arrival of the mail, concluded to 
roceed without them.” 

The following resolutions were reported in the 
Massachusetts senate, by the committee to which 
governor Everett’s message was referred : 

Resolved, That the present state of affairs in rela- 
tion to the ‘northeastern boundary, as communicated to 
the executive of this commonwealth by the governor of 
the state of Maine, furnishes a strong reason for again 
asserting our rights, and for re-affirming the position 
heretofore assumed hy the legislature of this state 
against the unwarrantable claims of Great Britain, and 
in favor of strong and vigorous measures by the govern- 
ment of the United States, for a speedy adjustment of 
the existing difficulties in such a manner as shall protect 
Massachusetts and Maine in the possession of the large 
tract of territory guaranteed to them by the treaty of 
peace of 1783. 

Resolved, ‘That the active measures authorized bya 
resolve of the legislature of the state of Maine, passed 
January 25, 1839, for the prevention of depredations 
upon the lands of Massachusetts and Meine, were re- 

uired by the exigencies of the case, and a wise regard 
for the preservation of their interests in those lands, and 
were similar in character to the measures adopted by 
the land agents of Massachusetts and Maine in Oc- 
tober last, and recognized and approved, through their 
agent, by the government of the province of New 
Brunswick. 

Resolved, That the claim of Great Britain to the ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of the whole of the disputed territo- 
ry, as recently asserted by the lieut. governor of New 
Brunswick, and his avowal of a determination to sus- 
tain that claim by a military force, and his demial of the 
right of the state of Maine to protect from the lawless 
depredations of trespassers, the lands which have long 
been in the possession of Massachusetts and Maine, 
call loudly for the immediate interference of the federal 

overnment; and thatthe crisis has now arrived, when 
the honor of the nation demands the adoption of deci- 
sive measures for the protection of her citizens, and for 
the preservation of the rights and interests of two of the 
members of our confederacy. 

Resolved, That this commonwealth will co-operate 
with the state of Maine in ali constitutional measures for 
the preservation of the interests of both states in the lands 
in the disputed territory, and for the speedy adjustment 
of the existing controversy. 

Resolved, 'That his excellency the governor be reques- 
ted to transmit a copy of these resulutions to the ex- 
ecutive of the United States and of the state of Maine, 
and to each of our senators and representatives in con- 

ress. 

It will be seen from the following ersolves, that 
the British claim of exclusive jurisdictron over the 
disputed territory, is not so novel as some persons 
have supposed it. : 

Resolves concerning the northeastern territory of 
the United States, claimed by Great Britain. 

Whereas, a large tract of the northeastern territory of 
the United States, belonging, in common to the states 
of Maine and Massachusetts, and lying within the lim- 
its of the former state, has, for many years past, in con- 
sequence of a claim of Great Britain, been surrendered to 
the exclusive custody of the British government; and 
whereas, it appears trom the report of the committee ap- 
pointed by the legislature of this commonwealth, to 
make personal examination into the state of our public 
lands, that greatinconvenience and gross abuses have 
resulted, from so valuable a portion of our domain being 
lef : inthe keeping of agents over whom they have no con- 
rot. 

Therefore, resolved, bu the senate and house 7 repre- 
sentatives in general court assembled, 'That in the opin- 
ion of this legislature, it is due to the rights and interests 
of Massachusetts, that measures should be taken by the 
executive of the United States to secure a speedy settle- 
ment of this long protracted controversy, so that these 
States may be reinstated in the enjoyment of that prop- 
erty which was so long in their undisputed possession, 
and which is so indisputably theirs. 
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Resolved, That in case there be a prospect of furths, LET 
unavoidable delay in the settlement of this controverse. #470 lhe edit 
it is essential to the ends of justice, that measures shoult . Ho 
be taken by the executive of the United States to obtai, PygenTLEM 
jo be neon of the interests and rights of Maine and mer cowninitt 

assachusetts, im the agency and guardianship of 4, ‘tg lator 
-—T in question. d- ed the 

Resolved, That his excellency, the governor, is herp, eiV d 
by requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions p assur 
the executive of the United States, to our senators and d it [0 j 
representatives in congress, and to the governor of th of oon 
state of Maine. Hea” upon 

In senate, March 1, J836. 
Passed—sent down for concurrence. 
Horace Mann, president. 
Sir: By 
FOREIGN INVASION. ton, I lee 
AN ACT giving to the president of the United State fii, you stal 
additional powers for the defence of the Unite Mien inform: 

States, in certain cases, against invasion, and for othe [em st. That 

af, a Bates in the 

Be ut enacied by the senate and house of representative old f 
of the United States of America in congress assembled get Ft t 
That the president of the United States be, and hfe”: I "Md 
hereby is, authorized to resist any attempt on th In gore. 
part of Great Britain to enforce, by arms, her clain And, 3d. 
to exclusive jurisdiction ever that part of the stagigmmde inqull 
of Maine which isin dispute between the United Statgfigeg40,000. 
and Great Britain ; and, for that purpose, to employ t[eahe first. 
naval and military forces of the United States and suchiimbar to have 
portions of the militia as he may deem it advisable y fis help 
call into service. th the n 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the militi sold a 
when called into the service of the United States by el F 50) 
virtue of this act, or of the act entitled “ An act to pr. a” * $9 . 
vide for calling forth the militia to execute the \aws (ff other a 
the union, suppress insurrections, repel invasions, anj gamy Other p' 
to repeal the act now in force for those purposes,” may fampertion 1s 
if in the opinion of the president of the United Statg fipmtimento.” 
the public interest require it, be compelled to serve fg Me qually t 
a term not exceeding six months after the arrival at ther Heppoul $100 
place of rendezvous, in any one year, unless soone Int of ny 
discharged. h amour 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in the ever fie. day pr 
of actual invasion of the territory of the United Siaig y i) 
by any foreign power, or of imminent danger of sum), POUN® 
invasion discovered, in his opinion, to exist, before conga’ 1 pure 
gress can be convened to act upon the subject, they POSSeSS' 
preside nt be, and he hereby is, auhorized, ifhe deem theA3 t© the 
same expedient, to accept the services of ary number ome treasury 
volunteers not-exceeding fifty thousand, in the mannefiffund a de 
provided tor in an act entitled “ An act authorizing the fjmst have | 
president of the United States to accept the services ¢f y- He 
volunteers, and to raise an additional regiment of drefijine in pos 
goons or mounted riflemen,” approved May 23, 1836. Ba orn ac 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in the even debit s 
of either of the contingencies provided for in this act, they - " h 
president of the United States shall be authorized to confm'©" "© ¥ 
plete the public armed vessels now authorized by law, Ihave n 
and to equip, man, and employ, jn actual service, all typametion, bu 
naval force of the United States ; and to build, purciaygeptitied to 
or charter, arm, equip, and man such vessels and steampmed to ne 


boats on the northern lakes and rivers whose waters comf @Of such 
municate with the United States and Great Bri ain, as ef gemory, o 
shall deem necessary to protect the United States fromf#ihe cases 
invasion from that quarter. ~ ae 
Sec. 5. And bert further enacted, That the sumd>™ns,.. wo 
ten millions of dollars is hereby appropriated anf nie’ 
placed at his disposal for the purpose of executing thf ily . 
provisions of this act; to provide for which the secef™™@ “°’ 
tary of the treasury is authorized to borrow money af) ilions o} 
the credit of the United States, and to cause to be #f MPuld proc 
sued certificates of stock, signed by the register of ef@grs. At 


ri 
‘ 


treasury, for the sum to be borrowed, or any part thee f Mprk, I rey 
of; and the same to be sold upon the best terms ttf ucceede 
may be offered after public notice for proposals for t#B @itiate wi 
same: Provided, That no engagement or contract sbél y Dock 
be entered into which shall preclude the United Stat} oo. 
from reimbursing any sum or sums thus borrowed sf lio y ' 
ter the expiration of five years from the first of Januath ge * vi 
next; and that the rate of interest shall not exceed finf ge" TeP* 
per cent., payable semi-annually. ? Induly 
Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sum} norably 
eighteen thousand dollars be, and the same is here) ment. 
appropriated, out of any money in the treasury > @uld hav 


it. Th 


atuitous 


otherwise appropriated, for outfit and salary of a speci} 
minister to Great Britain: Provided, The president 4 
the United States shall deem it expedient to appoini tit) 


same. oes 
Bec. 7. And be it further enacted, That in*the evel) Wy had - 
of either of the contingencies provided for in the fs} teat 
and third sections of this act, the president of the Unt! et 
States shall be authorized to apply a part not exceediff wy? 204, 
$1,000,000 of the appropriation made in this act, to ty Mthout tl 
pairing or arming fortifications along the seaboard 2 hte gives 
frontier. bon an e 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That whenev> Milter. | 
militia or volunteers are called into the service of "| @aims up 
United States, they shall have the organization of "Plice ove; 
army of the United States, and shall receive the 82} fiom deb 
pay and allowances. oe Althou: 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the severly me f 
provisiuns of this act shall be in force until the end d Bars . 
sixty days afier the meeting ef the first session of the ae a 
next congress, and no longer. 0 “—— 
‘les {JAMEs ye yt tsi pee! 

eakcr of the house of representative: C 
r Wx. R. Kina, [tis mi 
President pro tem. of the senate P@pally fru 
Approved, March 3, 1839. onounc 











M. Van Buren. 
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LETLER FROM MR. PRICE. 
97p the editors of the Nulional Inteliigencer. 
4 House of representalives, Feb. 23, 1839. 
ENTLEMEN : On the 26th instant, after the se- 
t committee on the late defalcations had conclu- 
| jts lavors and ordered its report to be made, | 
sived the enclosed letter froin Win. M. Price. 1 
_ assured that the letter 1s genuine, and iherefore 
( it to you for publication. I have noother 
of complying with his request to * put his 
#2,” upon ‘the record.” . Respectfully, 
Henry A. WIsE. 


Paris, February 2, 1839. 
sin: By a letter this day received trom Wash- 
ton, J learn that, on the 27th day of December 
t, you stated on the floor of congress that you had 
on informed : 
ist. Chat [ had sold a bond given to the United 
steg in the sum of $50,000 for $30,000, in order 
vet gold for it. 

4, ‘That I had taken with me to Liverpool $100,- 
in old. 
! hy 3d. That the secretary of the treasury had 
de inquiry into my accounts, and found a deficit 
340,000. 
he first and second items of your informant ap- 


Sarto have been stated as matters of fact. 


Sohelp me God, sir, some villain has abused you 
th the most malignant misrepresentations. 1 
ver sold a bond given to the United States in the 
1 of $50,000, orany other sum, for $30,000, or 
other amount, in order to get gold for it, or for 
y other purpose. In either fori or substance, the 
ertion is infainously untrue, ‘* sine aligquo alio 
imento.”’ 
qually untrue is it that I carried with me to Liv- 
oul $100,000 in gold. 1! never, at any one in- 
nt of ny life, had in ny possession a tithe part of 
h amount of gold. I purchased in Wallstreet, 
e day preceding my departure, one hundred and 
pounds sterling in go!d; and that was all the 
ld | purchased, exchanged, procured, or had in 
possession at the time of my departure. 
As to the third item, to wit, that the secretary of 
e treasury had made inquiry into my accounts and 
ind a deficit of $40,000, f can only say that he 
st have done so, then, with his proverbial accu- 
y. He is not—he could not have been at that 
1e in possession of my credits. ‘then, how dare 
sworn accounting officer of the government make 
» debit side only of an acreunt the evidence by 
1ich he would prove me to be a defaulter. 
I have not, of course, my accounts here forexam- 
ation, but I would be both legally and equitably 
titled to allowances which would probably be de- 
ed to ne at the treasury. | 
Of such description I will present to you, from 
pinory, one or two, out of very frequently occur- 


nic : 

Mr. Woodbury, during that year, directed me to 
psecute to collection the bonds of New York banks 
1 New York merchants to the ainount of several 
lions of dollars. By the general bankruptcy it 
uld produce, [ entreated him not to enforce his er- 
s. At the request of the board of trade of New 
rk, repaired to Washington to stay the mischief. 
Bicceededin my object, and was instructed to ne- 
tiate with the parties. I allude especially to the 
y Dock bank of New York, and the Bank of 
ooklyn, whose bonds amounted to more than a 
lion of dollars. As attorney ofthe United States 
had repeated interviews with those institutions ; 
indulgence they asked was granted, and they 
norably discharged their indebtedness to the gov- 
ment. I was not a salary officer, and there 
mid have been, in such proceedings, no costs of 
It. The secretary holds all like services to be 
atuitous, and I presuine he means to insist upon 
ury of the country dissenting from his constrac- 
n of allowance at the treasury. 

I had not, sir, at the time of his statement of my 
Counts, been three weeks absent from my coun- 
» and, yet, within that time, Mr. Woodbury, 
thout that decent notice which the law of every 
hte gives to the most unquestionable absent debtor, 
or an ex parte inquiry adjudzes me to be a de- 
ter. Sir, itis untrue. A just allowance of my 
ins Upon the department will entitle me to a hal- 
ce over and above all amounts received by me 
bin debtors of the government. 

Although the several millions of dues transmitted 
tne for collection in the course of the last five 
ars, should make my compensation appear to be 


hinense, still, the law which has allowed such 


tes of compensation to others must until altered 
repealed, secure it to me. 
[tis mighty easy to charge high crimes, espe- 


lof North Carolina, followed me in reply. 
cominencetuent of bis remarks. he insinuated that I} 





for five years, to be a defaulter, he should have re. 
collected his letter adaressed to me within the las! 
six inonths, approving, in alinost julsome terms oi 
approbation, my official conduct during the term o. 
iy appointment. He will, I hope, favor you with 
a perusal of the draught. 

If, * upon inquiry,” he then understandingly ap- 
proved my whole course in office, he has been eru- 
elly precipitate in his late conclusion; or, fhe paid 
me the compliment without an examination of in) 
affairs, it is valueless, and he is welcome to it a- 
gain. If he can so abstract himself trom the gzene- 
ral confusion of his official concerns as to allow ine 
the credits to which I ain justly entitled, I will 
stand at least wholly absolved from the indebted- 
ness he has charged. 

My motives for the resignation of my office and 
coming hither wil), in due season, be deemed un- 
questionably correct.’ 

I am not here upon departure from any official re- 
sponsibility. I am here upon matters of great pri- 
vate moment to myself and family, and L will, upon 
any issne the treasury may tender, absolve myself, 
in the judgment of every just man, from any wrong 
done to it. 

I claim, sir, from your sense of justice, that 
while debating upon the postulates above referred 
to, you willy at least, permit me to put my plea on 
record. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM M. PRICE. 
Henry A. Wise, esq. 


MESSRS. DUNCAN, STANLY AND SLADE. 

We give below the commun:cation from Dr. Dun- 
can, of Ohio, published in the ‘* Giobe” of the 19th 
ult. and read, un the motion of Mr. Prentiss, in the 
house of representatives on the 2ist uit.; with let- 
ters from Messrs. Slade and Stanly in reference 
thereto, published in the Iitelligencer. The speech- 
es of Messrs. Prentiss, Menefee, and others, shal! 
also have a place in our pages as soon as they are 
ready for the press. 

From the Globe. 

On the 16th and 17th January last, I made 
some remarks in the house of representatives on the 
resolution to appoint a committee to inquire into the 
defaleations of Samuel Swartwout, which remarks 
were soon after published in the Globe, and have 
since been published in paw phlet forin. 





was an abolitionist. I promptly pronounced the in- 
sinuation a base falseliood, and a foul detraction, 
whether it dwelt upon the lips of the unprincipled 
caluimniator or floated on the breeze in the corrupt, 
poisonous, and slanderous federal sheets of the day. 
My intention at the tite was to insult the meimber. 
So he understood me. So all who heard me under- 
stood me. My meaning was that the member was a 
base tiar and a foul calumniator; and the only 
reason that he was indirectly thus denounced, was 
because the rules of the house prohibited me from 
doing it directly, without laying myself liable to 
its censure All this, too, was well understood at 
the time ; and for this intended and well understood 
insult, I held myself in readiness to give the mein- 
ber any satisfaction which he might have the moral 
courage to seek. But no disposition to seek for re- 
dress was manifested within the tune I had a right 
to expect it, or within the time if might be expected 
from a man who had any regard for his honor or re- 
putation. So I was disposed to let the member go 
for what I believe him to be, a mean poltroon and a 
base liar; and which I believe he may at any time, 
and in any place, be pronounced with impunity. 
Some ten or twelve days after naking the remarks 
to which I allude, I saw a communication in the 
National Intellizencer, occupying the space of four 
or five coluinns of that paper, purporting to be “the 
reply of Mr. Stanly, of North Carolina, to Dr. 
Duncan.” I was surprised to see a reply of such 
length. I was not present all the time the member 
was speaking. I was present, as [have stated, when 
he coinmenced. 1 was present when he finished, 
and his last remark was, “I have detained the 
house not tnore than fifteen minutes.” { thought he 
was correct as to the time he occupied the floor— 
(a short time in which to make a speech occupying 
four and a half columns of one of the largest news- 
paper sheets. ) 
eave is sometimes asked of the honse to wri‘e 
out aspeech which there may not be time to make. 
and the privilege is generally granted. This is an 
accommodation to the house and to the country 
whose business is permitted to progress. But, 1n all 
cases of this kind, leave of the house ought to be 
obtained, and a notice of the fact onght to accompany 


ithe written speech. It is mean and basely dishono 
ally from high places, but, before Mr. Woodbury | rable, and it is a falsehood anda iraud practised upo: 


nounced me, “ upon inquiry into my accounts,” | the community, to promulgate a speech purporting 


- 





Mr. Stanly, | 
At the! 





| 





to have been delivered on the floor of congress which 
aever was there spoken, on any other conditions 
than by the leave and with the uotice which I have 
named, 

I say that the speech published in the National 
Intelligencer of the 4th instant, purporting to be “the 
remarks of Mr. Stanly, in reply to Dr. Dunean.” 
never was delivered in the house of representatives 
uer any other place, except through the polluted 
columns of the corruyt, bank bought, servile and de. 
yraded sheet, through which it makes its appear 
ance ; therefore, its very caption or title contains a 
base falsehood, and a mean attempt at frand and im- 
position upon the public. Its whole body is a tissue 
of misrepresentations, unmanly insinuations, ard 
iow vulgarity, worthy of the man that can be charged 
with base falsehood and foul detraction with impu- 
uty. In order to know that I could not be pistahen 
as to the time the member occupied in his attempt 
to reply to ine, and to ascertain some other facts, of 
which I will soon speak, I addressed the following 
votes to the gentlemen whose nates are prefixed, 
to which I received the subjoined answers: 

House of representatives, 
February 9, 1839. 

Str: If yon were present on the 17th January, 
1839, when Mr. Stanly, of North Carolina, replied 
to some remarks made by me on the resolution to 
appoint a committee tu inguire into the defalcations 
of Samuel Swartwout, will you bave the goodness 
to state what time Mr. Stanly occupied in making 
his reply?) Whether Mr. Slade, of Vermont, did, or 
did not, hand him (Stanly) a paper containing my 
answer to some abolition interrogatories, and whether 
Mr. Slade did, or did not, point out to Mr. Stanly 
such passages of said answer as Mr. Stanly exhib- 
ited in his reply. 

Your attention to this will much oblige your 
friend, A. DUNCAN, 

Hon. H. L. Turney. 

House of representatives, 
February —, 1839. 

Str: I have received your note of the 9th of this 
month, and in answer thereto have the honor to 
state, that [was in my seat in the house of repre- 
sentatives on the 17th of January last. I heard 
your speech delivered in the house on that day, on 
the subject to which you refer, and the reply there- 
to of the hon. Mr. Stanly of Nort!’ Carolina, on the 
same day. I did not tax my recollection with the 
precise time occupied by Mr. Stanly in making his 
reply, but my impression is it did not exceed filteen 
ortwenty minutes. 

In the course of Mr. Stanly’s remarks, T nnder- 
stood him to make allusions to a letter which he al- 
leged had been written by you on the subject of 
abolitionism. He regretted that he had not the Jet- 
ter to read tothe house. In a few seconds after 
this, my attention was directed to Mr. Stanly b 
some gentlemen who sat near me, and who ealled 
my attention to the fact, that Mr. Slade was prompt. 
ing Mr Stanly, by pointing out to him certain parts 
of your letter, to be read by him to the house. [ 
have no knowledge how or from whoin Mr. Stanly 
received the letter above referred to. 

I ain, sir, respectfully yours, &e, 
H. L. ‘TURNEY. 

Hon. A. Duncan. 


House of representatives, 
fetruary 9, 1839. 

Sir: Were you in the house on the 17th Janua- 
ry, 1839, when | made some remarks on the reso- 
lution providing for the appointment of a committee 
to inquire into the defalcations of Samuel Swart- 
wont, or were you present when Mr. Stanly, of 
North Carolina, replied tome? If sv, will you be 
so good as to state, first, if Mr. Slade of Vermont 
did, or did not, hand him (Stanly) a paper contain- 
ing my letter in answer to some abolition interroga- 
tories? Second, state whether Me. Slade did, or 
did not, stand by him (Stanly) and prompt or point 
out such passages of said letter as were exhibited in 
his reply? Third, wil) you state what time Stanly 
occupied in his reply, and whether or not the great- 
er portion of that time was occupied in reading por- 
tious of the letter above alluded to? 

Your attention to this, will much oblige, 

Yours, &c. A. DUNCAN. 
Hon. J. A. Bynum. 


Washington city, 10th Feb. 1889. 
Sir: Inrepty to your note of the 9th instant, and 
the questions therein contained, I can only say that 
{ was present, and heard the coneluding part of 
your remarks on the occasion alluded to; after 
which, I saw Mr. Stanly rise, and heard his reply, 
I did not see Mr. Slade hand Mr. Stanly the pa- 
ner containing your letteron the subject ot aboli- 
tion. Mr. Slade has informed me since, however, 
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that he did hand Mr. Stanly such a paper at the 
time alluded to by you. 

While Mr. S. was speaking, I saw Mr. Slade 
standing by, or behind Mr. Stanly, pointing, as I 
thought, at different paragraphs in the paper held by 
Mr. 8. As to the last question, [ think [ heard Mr. 
Stanly say, in concluding his few remarks, that he 
had not addressed the house more than fifteen min- 
utes, and I think that about the time he did speak. 

» With resvect, 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. A. BYNUM. 


The hon. A. Duncan. : 


House of representatives, 
February 9, 1839. 
Srr: Were you in the house on the 17th Janua- 
, when I made some remarks on the resolution 
roviding for the appointment of a committee toin- 
quire into the defalcations of Samuel Swartwout, 
or were you present during the time that Mr. Stan- 
ly replied tome? If so, will you be so good as 
to state the time, as near as possible, or as well as 
you can recollect, that he (Stanly) occupied in his 
reply. Your early answer will much oblige your 
friend, A. DUNCAN. 
To hon. Ely Moore. 
House of representatives, 
Feoruary 12, 1839. 
Srr: In reply to the interrogatories contained in 
your communication of the 9th inst., I will state 
that I was in the house at the time referred to, and 
heard the remarks both of Mr. Stanly and yourself. 
The time occupied by Mr. S. in his reply to you, did 
not, to the best of my recollection, exceed fifteen 
minutes. 
Very respectfully, 
ELY MOORE. 
Hon. A. Duncan. 


I think I am sustained in the fact which I have 
asserted, viz: that ‘“‘the speech of Mr. Stanly, of 
North Carolina, in reply to Dr. Duncan,” &c. never 
was made in the house of representatives, or, if 
made, must have been made in the short space of 
** fifleen minutes !”” But even all that time was not 
occupied in making the speech purporting to be 
the reply to “Dr. Duncan.” When Icharged upon 
the member a base falsehood, &c., for making the 
insinuation which he did, some part of the fifteen 
minutes was occupied in denying that he had in- 
sinuated that I was an abolitionist. Here is where 
the member showed the white feather. That de- 
nial was but a squirming from under the responsi- 
bility of answering in an honorable way the charge 
of being guilty of base falsehood. A part of the 
balance of these precious fifteen minutes, (anda 
great part, too,) was occupied in reading garbled 
extracts from a letter which I wrote in answer to 
some abolition interrogatories propounded to me 
shortly before my re-election. The member first 
regretted that he had not the letter in his posses- 
sion; but it was soon furnished. Who furnished 
it? Mr. Slade, of Vermont. Ah! Mr. Slade, Iam 
happy to meet you on this board of exposition. 1 
have been talking all this time about (tc use a vul- 
. gar phrase) ‘the little end of nothing ;” a thing 
that requires the use of a telescope to see if it be 
at any considerable distance ; hardly the ninth part 
of a man; a thing now out of time and out of place ; 
a thing that the Almighty never intended for anv 
other purpose than the use of the bodkin, shears, 
and thimble. But you, sir, are a man six feet five 
in your shoes. I feel a freedom in talking to you; 
and, in order to have a full and ample case, IT will 
splice the member from Norih Carolina to you, and 
for a short time will consider you one person, or in 
** cahoot,” and in that capacity I will hold myself 
ry age ats to you for all I say. 

ou profess to be an abolitionist ; religiously, 
morally, patriotically, aud civilly, a modern aboli- 
tionist; eveh so, I have been told, to amalgamation- 
ism. You furnished the member from North Ca- 
rolina, did you, with my answer to the abolitionists 
froin which to read yarbled extracts? You stood at 
his elbow, did you, prompting him, and pointing 
out suitable passages of iny letter, to enable him to 
make an anti-abolition speech, and attach jo my 
name that of abolitionism? 
rank abolition whig from the north in * cahoot” 
with a rank anti-abolition whig from the south, in 
exposing the pernicious doctrine contained in a let- 
ter which deprecates slavery in the abstract, or, 
rather, a northern abolition whig making a conve- 
nience and a ee of a southern anti-abolitionist, 
through which to expose the dangerous tendencies 
of an expression of hostility to slavery in the ab- 
stract, and its effects, without regard to time or 
place! What base sophistry! what black hypoc- 


Ouly think of this! Aj} 


risy! what political swindling for base and corrupt 
party purposes! 

Yes, black hypocrisy, take it as you may. If I 
am an abolitionist, why should the member from 
Vermont lend himself to make me odious to the 
slaveholding people? Or, if the member from Ver- 
mont is sincere in his profession of abolitionism, 
why is heassisting and prompting an anti-abolition- 
ist to expose opinions of mine, to the prejudice of 
the principlesof his faith? If the member from 
North Carolina is sincere in his professions of anti- 
abolitionism, why does he pern.it himself to be made 
the tool of an avowed abolitionist? All this un- 
natural connection is well understood. Abolition- 
ism and whiggery, like twin brothers. walk hand and 
hand here and every where else. There is not an 
ism on earth, however degraded, that whiggery will 
not take by the hand. Here we have the evidence 
of the submission and acknowledgment into which 
the member from North Carolina was either kicked 
or coaxed by party discipline, evidenced by the fol- 
lowing letter, by which the member from North Ca- 
rolina is made publicly to retract a charge which he 
had made against the member from Vermont, and 
to declare, publicly, that he (Stanly) believes that 
the open, avowed, and reckless abolitionist (Slade) 
‘‘means no harm to the south.” But read the let- 
ter. Here itis: 


TO THE EDITORS. 


Washington, Dec. 14, 1838. 

Messrs. Gates anp Seaton: In the Intelligencer of 
this morning 1 fiad the tollowing roport: ; 

“ Mr. Slade introduced the following resolution : 

‘““ Whereas there exists, and is carried On between 
the ports in the District of Columbia and other ports of 
the United States, and under the sanction of the laws 
thereof, a trade in human beings, whereby thousands 
of them are annually sold and transported from said 
District to distant parts of the country, in vessels be- 
longing to citizens of the United States: and whereas, 
such trade involves an outrageous violation of human 
rights, is a disgrace to the country by whose laws it 1s 
sanctioned, and calls for the immediate interposition of 
legislative authority for its suppression : 

** Therefore, to the end that all ebstacles to the con- 
sideration of this subject may be removed, and a reme- 
dy tor the evil speedily provided, 

“Resolved, Tnat so much of the fifth of the resolu- 
tions on the subject of slavery, passed by this house on 
the 11th and 12th of the present month, as relates to 
‘the removal of slaves froim state to state,’ and prohibits 
the action of this house on ‘every petition, memorial, 
resolution, proposition, or paper, touching’ the same, 
be, and hereby is, rescinded.” 

After which, it is reported that ‘‘ Mr. Dawson called 
for the reading of the resolution ; which having been 
again read, Mr. Stanly said he wished to introduce an 
amendment. ‘The chair said it was not now in order, 
the resolution not yet being in the possession of the 
house.” 

When Mr. Slade’s resolutions were read, and I heard 
the words “outrageous violation of human rights” and 
“ disgraceful” applied, as I thought, to the slaveholding 
states, and to North Carolina as one of them, I could 
not repress the indignation I felt at such language. It 
was under the influence of this excitement that I wished 
to “‘introduce an amendment,” when the “ chair said 
it was not now in order.” 

The amendment I wished to introduce was in the 
words following : 

“Resolved, ‘hat said resolution is disrespectful in its 
language, and outrageously insulting to the representa- 
tives of the slaveholding siates; that itis calculated to 
provoke and irritate the members from said states ; and 
that the consideration of said resolution would be an 
** outrageous violation” of the respect due to the slave- 
holding states, and would necessarily tend to weaken 
the bonds of our union. 

“Resolved, ‘That the said resolution is ‘ digraceful’ to 
the member who presents it, as it evinces a total dis- 
regard of the feelings of the representatives of the slave- 
hoiding states of this union, ard does not deserve to be 
considered by the house.” : 

But the rules of order, different at different times, 
prevented me from introducing this amendment, and I 
do not now regret it, as the resolution was not consid- 
ered by the house, as I have been since satisfied that, 
though the language sounded harshly to the ears ef a 
representative trom the south, nothing offensive was 
imended, and I write this note now that my constitu- 
ents may be informed what my amendment was; 
waiting for an hour of leisure, when I will inform them 
more tully why it was that I did not vote upon the reso- 
ig recenily offered by a member from New Hamp- 
shire. 

I have good reasons for refusing to join in the misera- 

le faree which has been played by the instruments of 
party in the house of representatives during Tuesday 
and Wednesday last. 

Oblige me by publishing this note. 

Very respectfully, yours 
EDWARD STANLY. 

Comment on this letter, it would seem, is unne- 
cessary. The resolution of the member trom Ver- 
mont not only strikes at the root of every interest 
the southern states have in the institutions of sla- 





very, but it uses the most degrading and abusive 
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language that a foul tongue could express, o, 
poisoned pen record; and so the meinber fron 
North Carolina virtually expresses himsei{ ; \, 
either from being whipped into the traces by for 
of party discipline, or from cowardice unworth 
son of the south, whose beart ought to be jy j 
interests, and her reputation his boast, he is toro, 
to the degrading public acknowledginent that », 
thing offensive to the south was intended by , 
member from Vermont! I think, as the people, 
North Carolina will understand this matter, jj; 
useless for me toexpand upon it. 

But a word in relation and in justice to mysef 
A few days prior to my re-election, Several inte, 
rogatories were propounded to me on the subject y 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Culumpj, 
and 1, probably on the spur of the occasion, q 
swered them without time for reflection, or opp, 
tunity for examination; but I am to say thai, q 
mature examination, I have not one word, (oq, 
tained in that letter, to take back, as it regary 
slavery in the abstract or abolitionism. Whey] 
wrote that letter I felt as I wrote. I wrote ag 
uow feel, ard as I hope always to feel on the yp 
ject of slavery, in the abstract, and as thousang 
and hundreds of thousands of the best men th 
world ever produced, have thought, and now think! 
both in free and in slave states. 

My remarks in that letter were made with pp, 
ference-to slavery in all time, present, past, anj 
future;-and without reference to any particuly 
realm, kingdom, empire, or republic 3 aud 1 noy 
say, that the man who will otherwise express hiy, 
self to this general view of the subject ol slavery j 
the abstract, is no philanthropist, is no friend to hy 
man liberty, and would be unworthy the prow 
name of an American. 

My objections to modern abolitionism are stroig 
ly expressed in the same letter. I there deprecg 
it as disorganizing in its tendencies—in violativng 
the compact by which the union was brougi't int 
existence, and, if persisted in, will endanger its dur 
tion. My official course since has been in accordang 
with the view I then entertained of it. 
suspend the rule for the ‘admission of Mr. Atherton} 
resolutions, for the object and contents of which] 
refer the reader to the journals of the house of rep 
resentatives for the present session of congress. | 
motion for adjournment was then made by Mir. Bel 
at the early hour of half past one o’clock, P. M. evi 
dently for the purpose of defeating the adoption d 
the resolutions. I voted against the adjouriinent 


but the member from North Carolina (Mr. Sianiyf 


voted in favor of the adjournment. I voted throug 
out for the adoption of these resolutions, with the ex 
ception of the last division of the last resolutios 
which goes to prevent the reading, printing and 
ference of petitions on the subject of abolitionis 
This I thought impolitie, and well calculated tt 
multiply petitions and petititioners on this vexe 
question, because such a disposition never {ails 
raise the cry of persecution. I also thought thi 
sucha disposition of petitions was a violation of ltt 
right of petition as secured by the constitution; | 
surely, to prevent and refuse legislative action ups 
them, is virtually to prostrate the right to petiti 


To recognise the right to petition congress to abil 


ish slavery in the District of Columbia, (which co 
gress does by receiving p-titions for that purpose 
and at the sare time, and by the same act, reli 
them the usual legislative action, is worse than cob 
temptuous mockery of the right to petition. __ 

I hold thet the people have a right to petilid 
congress for the redress of every grievance not {0 
bidden by the constitution. I hold that the peop 
are, and of right ought to be, the judges of wii 
they shall petition congress for ; and I hold it lollow 
as a corollary, that congress is bound to give pe 
tions the proper and usual direction, to the end tht 
they may receive that legislative action which 
framers of the constitution intended they s/oull 
when they secured inviolate the right of petitiol 
It seems to me that good policy and a sound inle 
pretation ofthe constitution require that such shous 
be the disposition of all petitions. 

I voted for Mr. Atherton’s resolutions, becatsé 
thought the reserved and constitutional rights 0! 
southern states demanded their adoption. 1 vol® 
for them because I thought the peace and quiet @ 
the country required it. I voted for them, beca" 
as T have before said, I think the practical operati@ 
of the principles of modern abolitionism would 
more fatal to the unfortunate African than ev? 
slavery itself aa it at present exists in the Unit 
States; and, therefore, I can consider modern abou 
lionisin in no other light than as mistaken philat 
thropy. I voted for their adoption, because ra 
not clear that congress has any such power ove! ©) 
District of Columbia, as to abolish slavery with 
its limits. But above all, I voted for them, bec@ 

I think the perpetuity of this Union, and the du 
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on of our inatitutions required that they should all 
, adopted, with the exception of that part of the 
st resolution which I before excepted. 

[ say 1 stood by anc sustained these resolutions, 
oting for them against all the efforts to defeat them 
the opposition ; but where was the member 
fm North Carolina at this tryingmoment? I 
sve exainined the journals; the name of Edward 
anly is not to be found. Where was he, | ask, 


hen the northern democracy rallied almost toa 
an to put at rest a question that was shaking the 


B <titutions of his state from their centre to their 


rcunference, ana endangering the very existence 
the union itself? I repeat, where was the mem- 
spat this responsible crisis? Was he at his post, 
staining the interests of his state, which he said 
one occasion not long since, had ‘‘grown with his 
owth! ! strengthened with his strength! !’? No, he 
as not athis post. He was, spaniel-like, skulking 
ow his duty and his post, at the nod of party dis- 
pline; but, when backed and prompted by the 
holitionist, Slade, he assumed all the pertness of a 
hilffet, hissed on, puppy-like, to do that which a 
gger dog had not the courage to attempt. 
But to conclude, people of North Carolina, (for 
is paper may find its way to you,) what do you 
hink of your representative, who has attempted to 
ractise a base fraud and a mean deception upon 
1, by promulgating a speech among you, pur- 
orting to have been delivered by him in the house 
representatives, which never was delivered, and 
bough a disgrace—delivered or written—to any 
an but the member from North Carolina, he has 
pither the moral courage nor the talent to deliver? 
hat do youn think of your representative, who 
s patiently stood to be charged with base false- 
pod and foul detraction with impunity, and who, 
sku.k from the responsibility of resenting such 
insult, has basely denied that which every word 
ritt-1 in that which he is pleased to call his speech, 
pars evidence, thus adding, I repeat, base false- 
pod to mean cowardice? What do you think of 
bur representative who has skulked from the sup- 
bri of measures, (I mean Atherton’s resolutions, ) 
troduced for the purpose of putting to rest that 
ngerous question, modern abolitionism, so emi- 
pitly calculated to disturb the peace and harmo- 
y of this union, and to prostrate or shake the insti- 
tions of the meimmber’s state, whose interests have 
grown with his growth!!! and strengthened with 
s strength!!!” 
But, above all, what do you think of your repre- 
ntative, who has permitted himself to be made the 
I, the catspaw, the thing, the automaton, and the 
rrot, through which an op®n and avowed aboli- 
nist should unake an anti-abolition speech? An 
ti-abolition speech through your representative! 
d that, too, by an abolitionist! yes, and, I be- 
ve, an amalgamation abolitionist, too; a man 
0 has spent or evaporated thousands of dollars 
the floor of congress in eiforts to establish prin- 
ples and laws subversive of your institutions, in 
lation of your reserved rights as a state, and dis- 
panizing, if not destructive, to the union, and so 
yas amalgamation is cuncerneed, or 1s a part of 


ms creed, degrading to the American character, 


is is the man from whom your representative 
elves promptings, papers, and dictations, to fix 
on me the character of an abolitionist ! and to ex- 
se the horrors, injustice, and dangers of modern 
dlitionism ! 
Iconclude by saying, that if the speecliin the In- 
ligencer, which purports to be “ the reply of Mr. 
anly of North Carolina to Dr. Duncan,” had been 
livered, and had the member suspended the pre- 
DUS question which he held and which he refused 
suspend, this communication would have appear- 
In the form of a reply, which would have been 
ade io all he really did say; but as it was, I 
ought it due to myself, to those who may read 
‘paper, and to the cause of truth and justice, to 
sake the above expose. 


Farther this deponent saith not. 
A DUNCAN. 
e House of representatives, 
February 12, 1839. 
Sin: Inaletter written by me in answer to some 
lerrogatories propounded to me on the subject of 
litionism, by a number of members of the anti- 
avery society in the district I have the honor to 
Present, I deprecate slavery in the abstract; and 
Attempt, to some extent, to describe the effects it 
$ upon the institutions and prospects of those 
untries and states where it exists. I also, in the 
ne letter, depreeate modern abolitionism as dan- 
fous and disorganizing, subversive of the reserv- 


Htights of the slave states, and calculated to en- 


nger the union, &c. All in that letter that I said 
relation to slavery, was intended to apply to sla- 
'y in the abstract; also to apply to slavery 


and its effects in all time past, present and fu- 
ture. I gave no locations. My objections and 
descriptions were of the most general character. I 
see in a speech published in the National Intelligen- 
cer, purporting to be a speech made by “ Mr, Stan- 
ly of North Carolina, in reply to Dr. Duncan, &c.” 
he is made to ask, in substance, if the ruin and 
desolation, &c. which I describe in the letter above 
named, applies to your district, &c. You are made 
to respond, * No; it is a foul libel, a base slander 
upon my constituents and upon my state.”’ If you 
made sucha remark, [ did not hear it, or I would 
have respouded to it atthe time. I presume you 
made it. Now, sir,ifyou read my letter, you must 
have seen that my. objections to shavery have refer- 
ence to slavery in the abstraet, and applied to sla- 
very, as I have before said, in all time; and my de- 
scription of its effects had no location. You had no 
right to suppose that my description of the effects 
of slavery applied to your state, or your distriet, 
where it is well known, it is a matter of history 
creditable to your state, that slavery exists in its 
mildest and most unexceptionable form. I say, if 
you had read my letter, yon would have had no 
grounds to warrant the remark you are said to have 
made. If you never read the letter, and know noth- 
ing of its contents, only from the base and unmanly 
manner in which its garbled fragments have been 
exhibited, you were wholly unjustifiable in your re- 
mark. You made the remark under the broad and 
protective shield of parliamentary privilege. Yon 
have not the moral courage to face me, or any other 
man, and make such a remark, without the protec- 
tion of such a privilege. It is a shield and privi- 
lege under which many a puppy, in man’s shape, 
has taken refuge. 

I think your remarks were unwarranted, uncall- 
ed for, and unprovoked. And, sir, on my own re- 
sponsibility, and without claim to privilege, per- 
mit me, by way of offset and compromise, to re- 
ciprocate the remark by another, which I think 
better founded in truth—that is, that you are a liar 
and a scoundrel, and, permit me to add, also, that 
in my opinion, you are better qualified to adorn the 
gambler’s board, the brothel, and the doggery, than 


the halls of congress. 
A. DUNCAN. 
To William Southgate, esq. 


House of representatives, 
February 18, 1839. | 

Str: Inthe remarks which I made in the house 
of representatives on the 17th January, 1839, on the 
resolution to appoint a comunittee to investigate the 
defalcations of Samuel Swartwout, [I exposed the 
names of several government defaulters, and the 
several amounts for which they were in default, and 
the offices which they heid under which the defalca- 
tions occurred. In my expositions I was governed 
by the official reports and records of the dilferent 
government departments. Aimong them I found the 
name of Robert B. Randolph, acting purser in the 
navy, reported to be adefaulter to the amount of 
$ 25,000, or upwards. Since the publication of the 
remarks above referred to, I have seen a communi- 
cation addressed to me through the Alexandria Ga- 
zette, (a paper published in the district of Columbia, ) 
signed Robert B. Randolph, denying that he is a 

ublie defaulter, as he has vouchers to show, &c. 

I hope the statement of Mr. Randolph is true. It 
will give me great uneasiness, if I have done him in- 
justice. I have not the slightest acquaintance with 
Mr. Randolph, nor have I any practical knowledge 
of his defalcations whatever. If I have done him 
injustice in the exposition I have made, it will give 
me great pleasure to acknowledge my error in as 
public a manner as I have made the exposition. 
Will you have the goodness to inform me, without 
delay, what the relations of Mr. Randolph are with 
the government in reference to the defalcations re- 
ported by your department? 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) A. DUNCAN. 
To the fourth auditor. 


Treasury department, fourth auditor’s office, 
February 19, 1839. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of this date, inquiring “what the e- 
lations of Mr. Robert B. Randolph are with the go- 
vernment, in reference to the detalcations reported 
by the treasury department,” and to state, in reply, 
that the account of Mr. Randolph, as acting purser 
of the frigate Constitution, was settled and closed in 
this office, in the month of October, 1828; that in 
February, 1838, he was recharged with items for 
which he had been erroneously credited in the pre- 
vious settlement, amounting to $25,229 17; and 
that by a subsequent allowance for pay and rations to 
19th April, 1833, the balance against him was re- 





duced to $25,097 83, in which sum he appears, by 





—_ 


the books of this office, still i i 
atary eval till to be indebted to the 
I have the honor, sir, to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


A. O. DAYTON. 
To the hon. Alex. Duncan, 7 
House of representatives. 


House of raprecenttinee, 
‘ebruary 19, 1839. 
Sir: If you were fourth auditor of the treasury 
department at the time Robert B. Randolph was 
purser in the navy, will you have the goodness to 
state to me whether Mr. Randolph was, or was not, 
a public defaulter. If he was a defaulter, please 
state to what amount he so appeared. It is alike 
due to myself, as it is to Mr. Randolph, that this in- 
formation should be furnished me. Will you please 
give it your immediate attention ? 
I am yours, ) 
With high respect, 


A. DUNCAN. 
Hon. A. Kendalt. 


Washington, Feb. 18, 1839, 

Srr: I have just received your letter of this date. 
I was not fourth auditor at the time Robert B. Ran- 
dolph was an acting purser in the navy, nor did I 
settle his account for that service ; but 1 settled the 
account of his predecessor in the pursership, who 
had died at sea; and in the eourse of that duty dis- 
covered that Mr. sane had received alarge sum 
of agin money left by the deceased purser on board 
of*his ship, with which he had had never been 
charged, and other property, public and private, for 
which he did not appear to have accounted. The 
amount was accordingly charged to him on the books 
of the fourth auditor, where, I suppose, the charge 
still stands. 

Mr. Randolph denied his indebtedness, alleging 
that he had paid away the money on account of his 
predecessor, and taken the vouchers in his name, but 
cculd produce no proof which would entitle him to 
credits in ihe accounting office. t was the opinion 
of a court of inquiry, called in his case, that he had 
applied a portion of the money in the way he 
alleged, and that he was justly indebted for the 
balance. 

I write from memory and cannot particularize. 

Very respectfully, 
our obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 

Hon. 4. Duncan. 

I’ have been induced to make the inquiries and 
exposures here exhibited, in consequence of the fol- 
lowing communication, viz: 

To the hon. A, Duncan, of Ohio. 

In a speech which has been published, said also to 
have been delivered by you, in the house of representa- 
tives, I find that you have classed me among the public 
defaulters. However much yp may be in favor of 
abolition “in the abstract,” eg that, hereafter, you 
will not, in making use of my name, abolish the truth. 
I am no defaulter, as the documents in my possession 
will show. It may suit your creed, sir, to stand up in 
your place, and, with brazen front, defame honest and 
honorable men ; but you shall not use your “ privilege” 
where I am concerned, without receiving a proper con- 
tradiction. You have quite enough to do, to defend the 
peculations and frauds of your political friends—those 
who steal millions and up stakes for England, as well as 
those who steal thousands, and remain at anchor bere 
—without eagecnmgpey innoceni persons. I therefore 
recommend to you a little caution in your future har- 


angues. 
R. B. RANDOLPH, 


Late of the United States navy. 

Alexandria, January 29, 1839. 

It was not from a spirit of resentment I have been 
induced to notice the above commpnication. No: 
I was led to notice it from a disposition to do Mr. 
Randolph justice and right, if 1 had done him an in- 
jury, although I think most readers will conclude, 
with me, that Mr. Randolph might have seen abun- 
dance of reason in the following extract, to have 
desisted from the above communication. This ex- 
tract is taken from the speech to which Mr. Ran- 
doiph alludes, and was iv answer to Mr. Bell,as the 
extract shows. When I was exposing the defalea- 
tion of the Messrs. Erwins, Mr. Bell of Tennessee, 
rose, and said the Erwins were not defaulters ; it 
was a slander promulgated by the Globe paper. 

“Mr. Duncan responded, that he did not get the in- 
formation from the Globe: he obtained it from the re- 
cords in the archives of the government; evidence of 
the highest character, and that which is open to the 
view of every one who desires to read. ope (said 
Mr. D.) it is not true. 1 would prefer to conceal, at all 
times, human weakness and depravity, rather than ex- 

, where it may be done without public injury,;. but 
T would prefer that such depravity as I am now expos- 
ing, did not exist. And let me say, once for all, that I 
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know nothing personally of the numerous and whole- 
sule frauds which [am now exposing. I am alike ig- 
noraut of the men whom the records show to be the 
perpetrators. ‘These frauds, with the nan:es of those 
Who coniuitted them, are matters of record, and the 
jacis are spread Over the whole country, and known to 
all who rcad the journals of congress, and the repor's ol 
the secretary of the treasury. Consequently, my expo- 
sition can neither affect the reputation of those whose 


names I expose, or the cause of ero ; 

i say the remarks coutained In this extract might 
have well superseded tie commun.cation. But Mr. 
R. volunteers the following advice: ‘+I therefore 
recommend to you a little caution in your future 
harangues.” I return iny thanks for this advice, 
and when I want more I will call for it. But Mr. 
R. is unkind in saying, ‘It may suit your creed, 
sir, to stand up in your place, and, with brazen 
front, defame honest and honorable men.” I say 
this is an unkind charge—is unkind, if it is intend- 
ed to fix on me a claiin of privilege in consequence 
of my representative character. [claim no privilege 
on that ground. I hold myself responsible for all | 
say, either in my personal or representative cha- 
racter. If, perchance, | am officially compelled to 
notice men and things in a manner unpleasant, and 
I am to be held responsible in my individual capa- 
city, all I ask is that he be a gentleman who so 
holds me. I Want him to have clean hands. He 
must be such an one whose frauds have not been 
such as to pl:ce him out of time and out of place 
when he is without the gloomy walls of a degrading 
penitentiary. He must not have the base and degra- 
ded character of coward united to his reputation in 
lite and to his memory in death, by having pulled the 
nose of an old patriot, withered and bieached by the 
frosts of seventy winters, and worn to the brink of 
the grave by services to his country. 

A. DUNCAN. 


From the National Intelligencer. 
House of representatives, 
February 22, 1839. 

Messrs. Epirors: I regret that 1 am compelled to 
ask the privilege of inaking an explanation through 
your colu:nns, which I was denied an opportunity 
of making in the house this morning. I refer to the 
refusal of Mr. Petrikin, of Penusylvania, to with- 
draw, at my request, his motion to lay on the table 
the resolution censuring Mr. Duncan, of Ohio, for 
the purpose of allowing me to place myself right 
before the house and the country in regard to a mat- 
ter which had been misrepresented in the debate on 
that resolution—a refusal which, much to my sur- 
eine was immediately followed by a withdrawal of 

is motion, to give another member an opportunity 
to make a speech against the resolution. 

The cominunication of Mr, Duncan to the Globe, 
which had been made the foundation of the proceed- 
ing against him, embraced several letters from 
meinbers of the house, in reply to his inquiries ad. 
dressed to them, stating that, on the occasion of Mr. 
Stauly’s reading the leiter addiessed by Mr. Dun- 
cai to certain abolitionists before bis election, | was 
seen “prompting Mr. 8S. by pointing out to him 
certain paris of that letter to be read by him to the 
house.” 

The effort of Mr. Duncan, in his communication 
to the Globe, to use this fact to create an impressicn 
that there was a conspiracy between Mr. Stanly and 
myseli to use Mr. D.’s letter against hii, was fol 
Jowed up by him in his remarks in the couse of the 
debate yesterday, in which he alleged that this 
prompting, as it has been called, was the result of a 
preconcert, between Mr. S. and myself. A similar 
attempt to show a connexion between us in this 
matter was made in an editorial article in the Globe 
accoinpanying the publication of Mr. Duncan’s 
speech, to which Mr. Stanly’s was a reply, in which 
it was said that [ ** was seen in close converse” with 
Mr. Stanly at \be tine of his reading Mr. Duncan’s 
letter. 3 

The purpsse of these coincident attempts to con- 
nect Mr, Stanly and inycelf in this matter, T well 
understand. Itis to excile azsinst hiin the feelings 
of his slaveholding constituents, upon the assump. 
tion that he is secretly plotting with an « abolition. 
ist”? to put down the great anti-abolitionist, Mr. 
Dancan, of Ohio. I felt it due, therefore, to Me. 
Stanly to explain ay agency in regard to the use 
which was made of Mr. Duncan’s letter, and to show 
that the insinuation of the Globe and the assertion 
of Mr. D. were without foundation. This I will 
noW proceed to do, 

Mr. Duncan, in his speech to which Mr. Stanly 
replied, had taken occasion to speak in terms of 
strong denunciation of abolition and abolitionists. 
I perceive that, in the report of his speech in the 
Globe, that part is entirely omitted. I was much 
surprised at his denunciations, reeollecting, as I did, 
the letter of his to the abolitionists, to which I have 
alluded, in which he indulged in language of most 








unmeasured denunciation of slavery as tt exists in 
the southern states—language. stronger than any 
that I, though frequently d- souncedas an incendiary 
abo.itiuvinist, have ever used. 

Intending to take the fluor upon the general ques- 
tion under discussion alter Mr. D. should have fin- 
ished his speech, and deeiing it not inappropriate 
to confront him in this matter with the letter refer- 
red to, I went to my lodgings while he was yet 
speaking, and drew from my file of Niles’ Register 
the No. containing the letter, with which I returned 
to the house. When | entered the hall Mr. D. had 
closed his speech, and Mr. Stanly was on the floor 
replying tohim. I went to my seat, which is near 
that of Mr. Stanly, with the intention of obtaining 
the floor when he should have finished, not know- 
ing that he had taken it under a pledge to Mr. Pet- 
rikin to renew a motion for the previous question 
inade by Mr. P., and which had been withdrawn at 
the request of Mr. Stanly. Soon after [ took my 
seat, Mr. S. came to that part of his remarks in which 
he alluded to Mr. Duncan’s lettez to the abolitionists, 
and expressed his regret that he had not the lette: 
to read to the house, Upon hearing this, I drew 
the paper containing Mr. D.’s letter from my 
pocket, and handed it to Mr. S. pointing out to him 
the page en which it might be found. After he 
had read the paragraph in which Mr. D. denounced 
slavery as it exists in the southern states, J directed 
his attention to that in which Mr. D. gave an affir- 
mative answer to the qnestion—* are you opposed 
to the admission of any new state into the federal 
union whose constitution tolerates slavery??? and 
that in which he replied to the question with regard 
to the rightof the people to petition for the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
luinbia. 

This was my whole agency in the matter. [ ob- 
tained the letter, not for the purpose of furnishing 
it to Mr. Stanly, but to use it myself. 1 furnished 
it to him without any preconcert between us, and, 
Hey without any previous knowledge by him that 

had it. 

I ought to add that, understanding from Mr. Dun. 
can that he deemed it anfair to have a part of his 
‘etter read and not the whole, 1 handed him the pa- 


per containing it, that he might use it on some sub- 


sequent occasion in the house, for the purpose of 
reading the remainder. I afterwards asked him if 
he intended to use the letter in the way J had inti- 
mated, to which [ understood hiin to reply that be 
did not. 

This is the explanation which T intended to have 
made in the house this morning. I intended, also, 
to have said that I have just seen the Globe issued 
this morning, in which, under the head of *“ Dr. 
Dunean and his assailants,” it is said that ** the at- 


tempt was made [yesterday] by the friends of 


Messrs. Stanly, Southgate, and Slade, to revenge 
the quarrel by a resolution and abusive speeches 
in the house ;’’ and intended to have added that, 
wantonly and unjustly as I have been assailed by 
Mr. Duncan, in his communication to the Globe, I 
had no “quarrel” with hin whatever; that Uhad 
not been in the least disturbed by his abuse of me, 
and that I entertained no feeling cf “ revenge” to- 
wards him or any other human being. 
I am, respectfully, yours, 


WILLIAM SLADE. 


from the Intelligencer of Feb. 27, 1839. 
TO THE EDITORS. 
Washington, February, 1839. 

GENTLEMEN : On the 20th instant, my attention 
was called to a publication in the Globe, signed A. 
Dunean, in which I am abused and denounced, 
in language almost as violent as all the people of 
the southern states have been by the same indivi- 
dual. 

This communication has created no other sensa- 
tions with ine than those of ineffable disgust and 
humiliation,—disgust, to see such an article para- 
ded before the world, in the official paper, (in the 
paper supported by executive patronage ;) and hu 
iniliation, that such a man should be a member of 
congress. I do not wish the author of this article 
any other punishment than that the people should 
read his communication in the Globe of the 19th of 
February, 1839. 

1 had not been in the house, on the morning of 
the 20th instant, more than an hour, before the ar- 
hexed letter, signed by my friend 8.S. Prentiss and 
others, was handedto me. Afterthe receipt of this, 
several other statements were offered me, and I re- 
quested several gentlemen to give ine their opinions 
in regard to the correctness of the report of the 
speech. 

I must ask the favor of you to publish these let- 
ters with this note. The letters are from gentlemen 
who advocate the sub-treasury—from whigs and 
from conservatives. 










































































































Dear Sir: Our atiention bas been ealled +, 

cation ia the Giobe of this day, signed A. Dp, 
which denies tiai the speech as published in j\)¢ Ing 
ligencer, purporting to be your “ Reply to Dr. Duy, 


Washington, February 2 1899 


VUbE 


of Ohio,” en the 17th day of January, 1839, was al 


delivered by you in the house of representatives. 
were present when you replied to Dr. Duncan, on 
day, and heard your remarks through ; and fee] },, 
in justice and truth to tender to you our testimony 
the said report of your remarks in reply to Dr, }y, 
can, on the 17th of January, 1839, is, according 1), 
recollection, in which we are confident, more fai) 
and correct than reports of speeches in the hors, 
representatives are usually ; that itis nearly, if not q, 
verbatim correct; and, if incorrect in any respec; 
less severe than were your remarks.on the flour, y 
add, also, that your remarks seemed to be extempory 
ous ; and at the moment you regretteu you had ny 
copy of Dr. Duncan’s letter on the subject of atoljy, 
and it was. we thought, from the expression of this, 
yretthat Mr. S'ade (uf Vermont) openly handed yy, 
copy of that letter, from which you read sever), 
tracis. 

We beg leave to express to you our individual resp 
and esteem, and are, most truly, your friends. 


S.S. PRENTISS, 
kICHARD CHEATHAM, 
JOHN BELL, 
CHARLES NAYLOR, 
WM. KEY BOND, 

T. J. WORD, 

HENRY A. WISE, 
JOHN CALHOON, 
WADDY THOMPSON, jr, 
E. J. SHIELDS, 

D. JENIFER, 

F. MALLORY, 

S°T. SAWYER. 


Hon. Edward Stanly, house of reps. 


House of representatives, Feb. 21, 18% 
Dear sir: I lis'ened very attentively to your spe 
in reply to Mr. Duncan, on the 17th of January 
and have since that time read the report of it in 
Nationa! Intelligencer. It sirikes me that the spa 
is reported with the accuracy usual in congress 
debates, and especially in those portions of it wi 
personally referred to the member from Ohio. Inde 
in regard to that portion of the printed speech, I li 
remarked some miidyation of the severity of the phn 
used. 

If you consider it important that I should give 
recollection of the time eecupied by you in speaking) 
that oceasion, ] can say my impression is that you 
eupied the floor but litle short of an hour. You spd 
sume short time before a copy of Mr. Duncan’s ansvw 
tu certain iuterrogaturies respecting abolition could 
touud in the house; and after a copy of them had be 
procured, you read large extracts from them, and cw 
mented upon them in the manner in which your! 
marks appear in your speech. 

Tray, yours, 
J. P. KENNEDY. 

Hon. Edward Stanly. 


House of representatives, Feb, 20, 18% 
1a: In answer to your nvie just handed to m 
state tha! I heard your speech delivered in the he 
on the 17:h ult. in reply to Mr. Duncan, and have 
read it in the Nativnal Intelligencer, and that it app 
to me to be, in substance, currecily reported. 
Respectfully, yours, 
Ss. GRANTLAND. 
Hon. Edward Stanly. 


House of representatives, Feb. 2), 183 

My pear sir: I was in my seat in the house dun 
the delivery vf your speech of the 17th Januaiy. 
have endeavored to recail to mind my first impress 
vf the length of time you were on the floor, and cal 
denily say that it was from three-quarters of an bi 
to an hour. As regards the fidelity with wluch! 
speech has been repurted, 1 repeat what I have! 


quently said, that I have never seen a printed spe] 


nore true tu the oral one than yours, and this opin 
know to be coincident with that of several other i 
bers of our house, who, like myself, had the pieas 
of being present when you spoke. 

As regards the communication between you ® 
Mr. Slase, I considered it a mere incident, unwor 
of particular remark. You, in the course of ! 
speech, when commenting upon Dr. Duncan’s leit 
expressed a regret that you did not haveat at band. 
then saw Mr. Slade (who happened to be sitting ' 
vou) proffer a paper to you, which I presumed was 
etter, because you read extracts from it as from # 
letter. I observed no other communication betw 
you and him; and I may be permitted to add that 
any thing to your injury with your constituents ca! 
manufactured out of such merely incidental circ! 
stances, I shall be much mistaken in their charac! 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully, yours, 
J. JACKSON, of Georg" 

The hon. Edward Stanly. 

House of representatives, Feb. 21, 16m 

Sir: Your note of yesierday has just been hande , 
me, aad, in reply to it, I say that I heard your SPU 








delivered in this house on the 17th ultimo, in answel 
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Agate the defalcations.at the custom house in the city of 


‘twas sitting near the fire-place in the s..uthwestern part 
‘of the house, reading some papers, and dul not then 
‘Mdistinctly bear his remarks, but, afier a short time, my 
Battention was attracted by Mr sienly stating his inten- 
Aion to comment upon a letter in rela 
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Dr. Duncan, of Ohio, and have since read it as pub- 


~ ncer; and, whilst my recollection of particular re- 
ae made in this house is perhaps nut as good as 
many others, I must say that I th 
jelivered, quite as severe asthe published remarks, and 
nd I think I have rarely seen a speech more faithfully 
sported, accergn to my best nnenpesien. 
ery respec , Lam your ob’t servant, 
VY Pao serena en ae HOPING. 





Hon. E. Stanly. 


[fully concur with my friend and colleague, Mr. 
By opkins, in the above statement. I recollect distinctly 
most of the striking remarks in the published speech. 


A. STUART. 


ing called upon by Mr. Stanly tc say whether I 
- ie speech os reply to Mr. Duncan, and whether 
he report of it in the National Intelligencer is accurate, 

state that L heard the speech, and have read the re- 
ort of it, and believe the report to be in substance 
sithfully written out, according to my best recollection. 


J. GARLAND. 


Washington, February 21, 1839. 
© Sir: Isee a publication in the Globe of the 19th Fe- 
pruary, 1839, signed A. Duncan, denying that you made 
he remarks in the house of representatives, which were 
published in the National Intelligencer in answer to Dr. 
Duncan, on the appointment of a commitiee to investi- 


ew York. When Mr. Stanly began his speech, I 


| tion to abolition, 
Which purported to be written by Dr. Duncan. I then 
Weft my distant position, and drew near enough to hear 
r. Stanly make his remarks on that letter, which I 
had seen and read in the newspapers. After I took 
yseat on the inside of the bar and near the vacant 
space in front of the speaker’s chair, I heard all the re- 
marks of Mr. Stanly delivered in the continuation of his 
peech on that occasion. [attended particularly to the 
passages and extracts which he read from Dr. Duncan’s 
etter, which he held in his hand, and to the comments 
ud remarks of Mr. Sianly upon the opinions and sen- 
iments expressed in that letter. When the remarks 
of Mr. Stanly in answer to Dr. Duncan’s speech were 
published in the National Intelligencer, in the early 
part of this month, I read them. TI believed then, and 
I believe now, that many of the very words and sen- 
ences found in the printed speech were used by Mr. 
Stanly in his verbal speech in debate; and that the 
speech published is substantially the same which was 
delivered in the house of representatives. 
aici | 
AMES GRAHAM. 
0 the hon. Edward Stanly. 


Washington, Feb. 21, 1839. 
Dear str: By comparing your speech as published 
with our recollection of it as délivered, in reply to the 
hon. A. Duncan, of Ohio, on the 17th ult. we feel no 
Mesitation in stating thatit has been correctly reported ; 
und by this we do not mean merely to say that the re- 
bortembodies the thoughts and sentiments conveyed 
by you while speaking, but preserves throughout, with 
emarkable fidelity, the very words and phrases in 
which you uttered them. 
Very respectfully, 


=; house. As to the time occupied in its delivery, if you 
ished in pamphlet form, and in_ the National [ntelli- | said, as I think you did, that you had occupie 


teen minutes, I am persuaded you were unconscious of 
the lapse of time. 


ht your speech, as | all, including the reading of extracts from the letter, at 
least half an hour. 


nish at your request ; but I pray, at the same time, that 


sheer necessity shall demand. 


stant affords much inaterial for comment. 
tbe misstatements as to the correctness of the re- 


such harsh epithets towards me. 


bat fif- 


y impression is that you spoke, in 


You are at liberty to make what use vou please of 
the above, which a sense of justice induces me to fur- 


T may not be drawn into the very unpleasant contro- 
versy between yourself and Mr. 


With sincere regard, I am, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
. he a 5 ticy sire Salk 
ter for the National Intelligencer. 
Hon. Mr. Stanly. f ’ 
The letter published in the Globe of the 19th in- 
Besides 


ported speech, others are very apparent. But I 
cannot deliberately condescend to expose this indi- 
vidual, who is already punished more than he can 
bear. I cannot believe hé is in earnest in using 
He no doubt in- 
tended to speak of me as he did of slavery, as it ex- 
ists in “ the slave states in our union,”’ merely ‘in 
the abstract!” He has presented abolition petitions 
since he voted on the Atherton resolutions. He is 
a demoeratic Van Buren friend of the south, and of 
course he is willing to let slavery continue in this 
district and the states—he only wishes to abolish it 
‘in the abstract.”’ 

Self-respect, regard for the opinions of my friends, 
respect for my constituents—all forbid that I should 
condescend to notice the author of such a commu- 
nication. 

I owe an apology to the gent!emen whose respect 
I possess and prize, for having noticed this individ- 
ual at all. I know it was a contest in which I could 
gain no laurels. But he had been constituted the 
defender of the administration ; the speech- maker, 
‘“‘by authority,” of the party; the libeller of south- 
ern institutions. He had attended the caucuses, 
with the democratic Esaus—the exclusive friends 
of the south—with the monopolizers of all the chiv- 
alry in our land; and I availed myself of the oppor- 
tunity, I submitted to the disagreeable necessity of 
using the * bodkin and shears” upon him, for the 
purpose of exposing the southern humbugging chiv- 
alry democrats. 

When he spoke of “ Cresers and Herculus, Ass- 
yria, cleaning stables, hickory broom,” &c. a friend 
of mine perceived me writing down what he said, 
and begged me not to notice him, asking me, ‘* Do 
you cousider him a gentleman?’ I instantly asked, 
in return, ** Do yeu consider me a candidate for ad- 
mission into alunatic asylum?” And then remark- 
ed that I wished to say something in reply to his 
praises of Tappan; his denial that there were any 
democratic abolitionists, &c. 
In conclusion, let me assure the * deponent” of 
the Globe, that his malignant vituperation has not 
produced the slightest feeling of resentment; and 
wishing him many more pleasant rides with his 
friend and patron at the white house—wishing him 


entitled “* An act supplementary tothe act entitled 


an act to amend the judicial system of the United 
States,”’ and for cther purposes. : 


An act to prohibit the giving or accepting, with- 


in the District of Columbia, of a challenge to fight a 
duel, and for the punishment thereof. 


An act to abolish imprisonment for debt in cer- 


tain cases. 


An act in amefidment of the act respecting the 


uncan further than | judicial system of the United States. 


An act to reorganize the district courts of the 


United States in the state of Alabama. 


An act to provide for carrying into effect the con- 


vention between the United States of America and 
the republic of ‘Texas for marking the boundary be- 
tween them. 


An act to provide for the location and temporary 


support of the Seminole Indians removed from Fio- 
rida. 


An act to revive and extend an act to authorize 


the issuing of treasury notes to meet the current ex- 
penses of the government, approved 21st May, 


1838. 
An act to repeal the proviso to the 2d section of 


an act approved 3d March, 1837, which authorized 


the secretary of the treasury to compromise the 
claims of the United States against certain banks. 
An act to amend an act to reorganize the district 
courts of the United Statesin Mississippi, approved 
June 18, 1§38. 

An act providing for paying three companies of 
militia in the state of Indiana, called into the service 
of the United States, 

An act to amend an act entitled “ An act regula- 
ting the pay and emoluments of brevet officers,” ap- 
proved Apiil 16, 1818. 

An act giving to the president of the United 
States additional powers for the defence of the Uni- 
ted States in certain cases against invasion and for 
other purposes. 

An act providing for the erection of a fire-proof 
building for the use of the general post office depart- 
ment. 

An act to provide for taking the sixth census or 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States. 
An act to repeal the second section of an act to 
extend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants and returning surveys thereof to the gene- 
ral land office, approved July 7, 1838. 

An act further to regulate the transportation of 
the mail upon railroads. 

An act to authorize the secretary of the navy to 
purchase a tract of land belonging to the heirs of 
John Harris, deceased, being within the limits of 
the navy vard in Charlestown, Massachusetts. 

A resolution to authorize the purchase of an island 
in the river Delaware, called the Pea Patch, and for 
other purposes. 

A resolution presenting the thanks of congress to 
George Washington Lafayette, the son, and to the 
surviving family of gen. Lafayette. 

A resolution for the purchase of the island at 
the confluence of the St. Peter’s and Mississippi 
rivers. 

A resolution authorizing certain certificates of 








much leisure to practice with the broad sword and 

















A. H. SHEPPERD, 


EDMUND DEBERRY. 
To the hon. E. Stanly. 


Idid not hear the whole of Mr. Stanly’s speech. I 
heard distinctly, I suppose, two-thirds, perhaps three- 
ourths of it; and I say that it is, I believe, so far as I 
lid hear, very correctly reported in the printed copy— 
is much so, I think, as any other speech I have heard 


or read. 
LEWIS WILLIAMS. 


From the distance at which I sat from Mr. Stanly’s 
teat, I could not hear him distinctly, but from what I 
lid hear, 1 have no hesitation in giving it as my opinion 
lat the speech as reported is correctly given. 1 have 
hever before heard its correctness questioned. 

A. RENCHER. 


Thave read the foregoing statement of Messrs. Shep- 
Perd and Deberry, and fully concur with them in 


Opinion. 
JOHN W. CROCKETT. 


Sm: You did me the honor to address to me a note, 
enclosing che rough notes of your speech, in regard to 
t. Duncan’s letter on the subject of abolition, taken 

5 °Yme at the time, and from which you afterwards 
Wrote out the speech as since published, with a request 
atl would compare the published speech with the 
hotes, and then say whether it did not correspond with 
them, and did not fullow the track which those notes 
indicated as having been taken by you when speaking. 
ave complied with vad request, and feel no hesita- 
Hon in saying that it does. Candor leads me further 
| ;° Say that the speech very fully agrees with my recol- 
Ction of it, as delivered; that it is much less extended 
fan is usual when members write out their speeches 
mM reporters’ notes; and that you have not inserted 


the clarinet, I leave him to the judgment of an in- 


telligent community. 
EDWARD STANLY. 





LIST OF ACTS 

Passed at the 3d session of the twenty-fifth congress. 
ACTS OF APUBLIC NATURE. 

An act making appropriations in part for the sup- 
port of government for 1839. iis 
An act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of government for the year 
1839. 
An act making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the year 1839. 
An act making appropriations for the current and 
contingent expenses of the Indian department, and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various In- 
dian tribes for 1839. 
An act making appropriation for preventing and 
suppressing Indian hostilities for the year 1839. 
An act making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year 1839. 
An act making appropriations for the pce of 
the revolutionary and other pensivuners of the United 
States for 1839. on ree 
An act making appropriations for building a pier 
at the northern extremity of Winnebago lake, and 
for other purposes. 
An amt ee einen an act entitled * An act to re- 
quire the judge of the district of east and west Ten- 
nessee to hold a court at Jackson, in said state,” ap- 
proved June 18, 1830. 
An act in addition to an act to promote the pro- 
gress of the useful arts. 


deposites to be cancelled and reissued. 

A resolution for the distribution in part of the 
Madison papers. 

ACTS RELATING TO THE TERRITORIES. 

An act to define and establish the eastern bound- 
ary line of the territory of Iowa. 

An act to authorize the election or appointment 
of certain officers in the territory of lowa, and for 
other purposes. 

An act to alter and amend the organic law of the 
territories of Wisconsin and lowa. 

An act to authorize the construction of a road 
from Dubuque, in the territory of Iowa, to the 
northern boundary of the state of Missouri, and for 
other purposes. ; 

An act for the relief of certain officers of the 
Florida militia.. 

An act for the relief of the Brothertown Indians, 
in the territory of Wisconsin. ; 

An act making @ donation of land to the territory 
of Iowa, for the purpose of erecting public build- 
ings thereon. : 

An act granting to the judges of the supreme 
court of Iowa the same compensation as by law is 
given to the judges of the supreme court of Wis- 
consin. ; 

An act to authorize the construction of certain 
improvements in the territory of Wisconsin, and 
for other purposes. 

An act for the improvement and survey of cer. 
tain rivers, and the repair of certain roads in Flo~ 
rida. 

An act to provide for the erection of a new jail 
in the city of Washingtun, District of Columbia. 

An act to provide for the erection of public build. 








in the published speech all that was spoken in the 





An act to amend the act of the 3d March, 1837, 


ings ix Florida, 
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A. resolution authorizing the opening of an alley 
atid (ue execution oi certain deeds in the city o! 
Washington. i 

An act to amend an act entitled “An act to 
establish a crimiual court in the District of Co- 
luinbia.” 

A resolution directing the manner in which cer- 
tain laws of the District of Columbia shall be ex- 
ecuted, - 

An act'making an appropriation for the support 
of the peniteutiary in tne District of Coluinbia. 

An act to extend the jurisdic ton of the corpora- 
tion of the city of Washington over the Potomac 
bridge. 

An act to prevent the abatement of suits and ac- 
tions now pending in which the Bank of Columbia, 
in Georgetown, way be a party. 

An act suppleineutal to the act granting certain 
city jots to the corporation of the Columbian Coi- 
lege for th» purposes therein mentioned, approved 
the fourteenth day of July, 1832. 

ACTS OF A PRIVATE OR LOCAL NATURE. 

‘An act authorizing the settlement of the accounts 
of the heirs of captain Jesse Copeland; for the re- 
lief of Dennis Trameil; of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Giascuck, deceased ; resolution authori- 
zing an exainination and payment of the claims of the 
workiuen upon the public buildings; for the reliel 
of the heiss of Charles Biown, deceased ; for the 
relief of the heirs at law of captain Fred. M. Bell, 
deceased; for the relief of Abravam Wright, of 
New York; for the relief of Williaus W. Steven- 
son and Joseph Henderson; of John Davlin; of 
Robert Murray; of John Wiley and Jeiferson 
Greer; of Join Whitsitt; of the legal representa- 
tives of Thos. T. Tripleit; of John H. Pease; of 
Frederick Frey and co:apany; of James Middle 
ton Tuttle, of Arkansas; of Hiner Stigermire 5 of 
certain heirs and legal representatives of James 
Wilson, late of Alexandria, in the District of Co- 
lumbia; of Archibald R. S. Hunter; of Thomas 
McClelland and Jaines Sasith; of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Nathan Sage; of Dauiel Malone; ol 
the Louisville Savings institution ; of Samuel Dick- 
erson; authorizing a grant of bounty lands to the 
heirs of Bennett Saurley; for the relief of William 
Colt and Willian Donaldson; of John Randolph 
Clay; of Joon E. Alexander; of Nathaniel H. 
Hove; of Chs. S. Walsh; of Tilford Taylor; o1 
Nathaniel Mitchell; of Jesse E. Dow; of Biad- 
bury T. Jipson; of Joseph M. Hemandez; of 
Messrs. Sith & Town; of Levi Chadwick ; to 
authorize the issuing of a register to Anthony C. 
Meneghetty for the sloop Sarah; for the relief ot 
Joseph Pierce and others; of Abraham Stipp; ol 
the legal representatives of Joseph Maxweil, of 
Penasylvania ; of Samuel Mussey and Tho. James, 
of Missouri; to authorize the trustees of the tuwn- 
ship of Oxtord, in the county of Butler, and state 
of Osio, to enter a section of land in lieu of section 
sixteen, in said township, for the use of schools; 
for the relief of Isaac Lilley; of Jamison & W:l 
liamson; of James L. Stokes, and for other pur. 
poses ; of the widow and legal representatives of 
John Tilden; of Jesse Seymour or his representa- 
tives, and in alteration of an act entitled an act re- 
speciing the late officers and crew of the sloop of 
war Wasp, approved April 20, 1816; of Charles 
Rockwell; of Thomas Kibbey; of Sarah Wind. 
hain, widow of the late Joshua Lamb; of Susan 
Gra'iot, administratrix, and Charles H. Gratiot, ad- 
ministrator of Henry Gratiot, deceased ; of Solo- 
mon Prewett; granting a pension to Susannah Roe, 
widow of Joshua Row, deceased; for the relief of 
Sidel Barnes; granting a peasiou to Hawey Rey- 
nolds; forthe benefit oi Eliphalet Spatfords for the 
relief of Rosaline Prudhomme; of Isaac Miller; of 
P.ter Samuel Jaceard; of Dr. J. M. Feltz; of 


Menzies Gilespie, ate a soldier of tie United States | 


ariny; of Wi. Moor, and for other purposes; to 
authorize the president of the United States to 
ease to be issued to Michael Ambrister, assignee 
of Us se-yoholo, a Creek Indian, a patent tor a cer- 
taia reseryation of land in the state of Alabama: for 
the relief of Stephen Marsters ; of Dudley Walker 

of Benjamin Hewitt; of Johu Bilch, jr.; of Win. 
Marcus, of Arkansas; of John Douzhe,ty, of Wis. 
consin; of umbrella makers in the city of Philadel- 
phia; of the heirs of Williain Grahain, deceased ; 
of Foomas Cushing; of Herman Harris, of New 
York; of Patrick Green; of Philip Catner; for the 
settlement of the accounts of Edmund Roberts, late 
diplomatic agent of the United States to Coehin- 
China, Museat, and Siam; for the relief of Henry 
L. Reviere; of Milley Yates; of the representa- 
tives of Henry Richardson, deceased ; of Spencer 
C. Gist; of Benjamin Hewitt; of Win. Washing- 
ton Bigham y of James Cooper; of John and Sain- 
uel Rowe, heirs, &e. of Ludwick Rowe, deceased ; 
of Z-bulon Sheets; of Winslow Lewis; of the le- 
gal representatives of Michael Fenwick, deceased ; 


. 
b ] 


(to confirm the claim-of Charles Morgen in right of 
Sisson Porche to atract of land , for tae rediei of the 
legal repres-nutatives of Dunscomb Bradlora, de- 
ceased; of Enoch Matson; of Pauli Poissot; of 
John Blane; of John L. Ailen; of WinsGrozer; 
of Richard Hendley; of Isaac Conly; of James 
Moor; of the heirs and legal representatives of the 
late Robert Farmer, deceased; of ‘Thomas ‘Todd ; 
of Ashbel Mason; to provide tor the settlement ot! 
the claims of Walter Jones against the United 
States; of G-orge Rowe; of capt. John Vannettin 
and his company for their services during the late 
war; of Cornelius Taylor; of Joseph Jackson ; of 
Etienne (Stephen) Lalande, of Alabatna ; of Henry 
Lynch; ot the legal representatives of Win. Tudor, 
jr.3 of George Jones; of the heirs and assignees ol 
Peter Alba, d- ceased ; of Polly Lining, executrix olf 
the last will and testament of Charies Lining, de- 
ceased, late executor of Edward Blake; of Daniel 
Ward & George Ficklin; of Samuel MeComb; ot 
Ezekiel Jones ; of Abel A. Pasco and others; ol 
Solomon Sturges, assignee of Rezin Frazier; of 
John Brown & coinpany; of James Selby ; of Far- 
ish Carter and the iieirs of Charles Williamson, de- 
ceased; of Return B. Brown; of Nathaniel Plumb; 
of the legal representatives of Adam Smith; of kL. 
H. Williams, adminis'rator of the estate of doctor 
Hazel H. Crouch; of the legal representatives ol 
the jate doctor James H. Cheears ; of William Tra- 
verse ; of Woodburne Potter; of Andrew Rembert ; 
of Join L. McCarty ; of the assignees of Jacob 
Clement, deceased; of the legal representatives of 
tnajor Tarlion Woodson; of Frederick Richmond ; 
of Nicholas Phelan, heir at law of Jolin Phelan, ce- 
ceased; of the heirs of Crocker Sampson, deceas- 
ed; granting a pension to Mary Updegraff, of But- 
ler county, Pennsylvania; granting a pension to 
Willian Ford, of Virginia; granting a pension to 
Frances Jones, widow of John Jones, of Virginia ; 
for the telief of David Rollins; granting a pension 
to John Clark ; for the relief of Wright Hurlbut ; 
of Henry Grady, of Macon county, North Caro- 
lina; of Thos. M. Burlam 3; granting a pension to 
the widow of John Marchand; for the relief of 
Chaimay Calhoun; of Isaac D. Saunders; of A. J 
Picket and George W. Gayle; of Iiad Kelly and 
Datus Kelly ; of John Joues and Charles Souder, 
and Robinson, Carr & cv.; of Robert M. Roberts or 
his legal assignees; of the legal representatives of 
Ann Levacher Van Brun; of Griffith Coorabe and of 
Jolin P. Ingle, trustees of the house in the city of 
Washington commonly called the brick capitol; of 
Joseph Satford and others, heirs at law of Joseph 
Safford, late of the New Hampshire line in the re- 
volutionary war, deceased; of John Dixon ; of 
Poliy Lewon; of Aaron Stout; of John Borey, of 
Arkansas; of William C. Hazard, of Rhode Is- 
land; of William Clark; of Zebulon Baxter; of 
the children and heirs of Sebastian Sroufe, late of 
Ohio, deceased ; of John McCarrol, jr. , of the le- 
gal representatives of John Dawson, deceased ; of 
Thomas Linnard; of Win. S. Colquhoun; of cer- 
tain settlers living on what is called the Salt Lick 
{reservation in the western district of Tennessee ; 
rranting a pension to Michael McCarty; for the 
relief of Jarins Loomis and heirs of Jas. Basset ; 
of Lewis B. Willis, formerly acting deputy sur- 
veyor for the district of Mississippi; of Francis 
Jarvis, deceased ; of the legal representatives of 
Daniel Warner, deceased ; of Margaret Kingsbury 
joint resolution for the relief of Edward Beatty, ol 
Missouri; for the relief of Francis Mallaby ; of 
Joseph R. Fulsom and the owners and crew of the 
echooner Galaxy, of Bucksport, in the state ol 
Maine; of J Eloi Rachel; of William G. Bel- 
knap and Benjamin Walker; of Stephen P. W. 
Douglass ; of David Balentine ; of James H. Grant, 
Moses W. Simpson, and Pres'on Going ; of Thoimas 
Sumpter; of Sarah Angel and the other heirs at 
law of Benjamin King, deceased; to confirm the 
sale of certain reservations ; for the relief of John 
Newton; of Jean B. Valle; of the owners of the 
British brig Despatch; to remunerate the captors 
‘of the privateer Lydia; tor the relief of Jechonius 
|Pigot and Benjamin [Tecraft, sureties of James 
| Manney, late collector of the custoins for the dis- 
trict of Beaufort, in North Carolina; to remit or 





refund to the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Balti- 


| more railroad company the duties upon certain rail- 
road iron; for the relief of the heirs of John Bra. 
han, late receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, 
Alabama; of William East; of Elisha Town; of 
Erastus Fairbanks and Thaddeus Fairbanks; of 
Peter Bargy, jun.; of Henry Wilson, confirming 
purchases of certain lands in Arkansas; of the wi- 
dow and other heirs at law of Alexander Hamilton, 
deceased ; to ainend and carry into elfect the inten- 
tion of an act entitled an act to renew the patent of 
Thomas Blanchard, approved June 30, 1834; for 
the relief of William B. Ferguson and sureties ; o! 
Dr. John Campbell, of Baltimore, in the state of, 





ee, 


- 
~ 


Maryland; of the sureties of Elias T. 
late surveyor of pubic lands for ihe stat 


svurl and Ailinois. 


' NORTH-EASTERN BOUNDARY. 

In house of representuiives, Thursday, Feb, 99 
_ Tue totiowing is tue report on the bourdary ue 
lon referred to in the Register of last week. Wy 
vill wuiel accompanied it will be found oi pay, r 
The comuittee on foreign atiaiis, to Which bay, 
been referred (wo messages trom the presides of 4 
United States, enclosing sundry papers relating 
the disturbances upon the Arcostook river, jy’, 
state of Maine, report: 

That they have examined the papers submitteg fr 
them by the Louse with great care, and will Oly 
such reflections upon them as the limited tiie , 
the preparation of this report will admit. The yg 
hear approach of the termination of the present eo, 
ress, aud the desiie of the committee that as iq 
tule as possitle should be aftorded to the house, / 
the examinauon of the bill herewith reported, a, 
considerations of such a powertul nature, that soy 
incidental matters, connected with the subject, cy, 
uot be tully investigated. The main points, | o¥, 
ever, of the controversy, are not humerous, aud tipog 
them the opinion of the committee is clear and 
cided. The position assumed. by the presideit j 


Lang na, 
01 iy, 
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his message, 1s correct, and ought to be sustained, | 


necessary, by the leyislative power of congress, 


It is well known that an intormal arrangement of 


understanding lias existed, for many years past, | 
tween the United States and Great Britain, relatiy 


to the territory in dispute between them, and hayf- 
for its object the avoidance of clashing authoiiiighy 


calculated to endanger the peace of the two natiog 








The comiiittee have not Une to give a detailed ai 


historical statement of the origin and progress of \\j 
arrangement, the examiuation of which might pe, 
haps elucidate the cause of the strange error jy 
which the British government is represented by § 
agents in this country to have fallen with respect | 
its provisious. Suffice it to say that it never » 
pears to have gone turther, in its great extent, tl 
to adopt the basis of the ‘uli possidelis,”’ leayi 
each party to the continued exercise of the jurisdiy 
tion which it had previously maintained in practic 
The idea which is occasionaily suggested in some ¢ 


the British dccumeuts, that, prior to the peace && 
1783, the government of G.eat Britain was in of} 
session of the whole ccuntry, and, therefore, thay 
this constructive possession must be considered a 


continuing until she is divested of it with her ow 
consent, is one which the United States can nev 
sanction, or even listen to without strong r pug 
nance. 


ee a ates 


It implies that the people of the Uniti 


States hold their country by a grant from the Bite 
crown, made in the treaty of 1788—a_ doctri, 


Which was successfuily resisted by the sninisteis: 
the United States, even wien it was advanced } 
remote implication, prior to the signature ol thi 
treaty, by their refusing to treat with the Brits 
winisters, until their credentials were changed. 4 
asubsequent period of our history, the same coc 
nent was advanced in argument; and at that perc 


also, Was, as it must ever be, met with instart cont 


tradiction. The people of the United States bo 
their country by virtue of the declaration of the i 
July, 1776; aud the treaty of 1783 did nothing uo 


eR RLF 


than arrange the boundary lines between the I 


nations, independent of each other in fact andi 
right. So far, therefore, as the claim of Gi 
B, iiain to the jurisdiction over the unsettled par'st 
Maine is fonnded upon the twice exploded theo 
that she is the rightiul sovereign of all that she li 


not granted away, it cannot be submitted to withouly 
sacrifices of honor, which the American nation lth 


ver will tnake. 


When the discussion became active between th 


two governments, as to their respective rights to tlt 
territury now in dispute, the greater part .of it ww 
and indeed still remains, uninhabited by 
settlers. Here and there a small settlement couli 
be jound, consisting in some cases of a single house 
and in others of more than one, placed rear e2! 


other for the convenience of the inhabitants. 


ermanellie 
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Ti 


extent of the arrangement between the two govell' 


ments does not appear, as construed by the Amer 
can governinent, to have gone further than the :eccg’ 
uition of the jurisdiction of each over the people ani 
lands then operated upon by it. If these iuhad! 
tants had taken out the titles to their lands from & 
ther one government or the other, and were in the 


habit of resorting to i:s judicial authority for thee 
preservation of order, then they were to continue "& 


tu do until the question of ultimate ownersh# 
should be finally decided in some mode satisfactot) 
to both governments. The propriety of this 
rangement will not be questioned by the commilleé 
if it left to the British government the jurisdictio 





over the inhabitants along the military road whi 
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fairly and liberally with -its antagonist in the argu- 


} through the mediuin of land agents, ever since that 


@ purpose than te use the tuber, in which it is very 
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er ae : .} } ’ } a facie ‘ F 
jeads HOw Haliuax to- Quebec, wid ihereey furbish tbeen uate to such interierence by the heutenant 1 0OPr BOG toilitary possession ui tue whole Of the ais- 
~ 


ed it With a molive ior procrastinafiag ine Couire 

versy>» inasinuch as it continued tn the enjoyment 
of wearly ail that rendered the country valuable as 
a Britis possession, it alsofurnished a strong pioot 
of the desire of the American government to deal 


ment. Demoustvating, in this conclusive manner, 
that it was nol influenced by acaptious spirit of dis- 
couteut, ihe government of the United States deri- 
yed fiom this state of the case aright to appeal to 
the British government to expedite the fiuai adjust- 
ment of the controversy, aud to claim, in the mean 
time, the full benefit, on its part, of an arrangement 
which, perhaps, gave to its adversary more than an 
equal share of advantages. But the arrangement 
has been entirely misunderstood or misconstrued if 
the lieutenant governor of New Brunswick be cor- 
rect in his exposition of the ordeis under which he 
jsaciing. ‘Lue United States never did, and never 
can, cousent that the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
whole teriitory in dispute shall be consigned to the 
care of any officer of the British governinent. The 
retensiou now advauced is as unieasonable in it- 
self as it is unsustained by any agreement between 
the two governinents. Supposing that the parties 
to the controversy stand upou an equal footing as to 
their rights, (and there is none other in the case, ex 
cept the inadinissible one formerly alluded to,) the 
United States have as much reason to expect that 
Great Britain will yield to them the exclusive juris- 
diction of the whole of the contestrd territory, to- 
ether with the care and custody ot the timber and 
other public property, as she has to require froin us 
such an exliavayant concession. Outhe part of the 
Uuited States, it bas never been claimed or asked, 
as far as the committee are informed ; and the true | 
position of the president now is, that he resists the | 
appiication of a principle which no executive of 
this couatry ever edopted as his guide. Ii has not 
been asked of Great Britain, nor can it be submitted 
tofromher. What the United States ask fiomoth- 
ers, they are always willing to grant ; nor can they 
grant what it would be deemed unreasonable to ask. | 
‘That portion of the territory in which the recent 
and present disturbances exist, has been, for a nuin- 
ber of years past, subject to the laws of Maine; and, 
before the separation of Maine from Massachusetts, 
was under the control of the latter. In December, 
1807, Massachusetts conveyed one township, lying 
on both sines of the Aroostook, and near the tmeri- 
dian line irom the source of the St. Croix, according 
toa selection, survey, and plan made under a re- 
solve passed in March, 1806. In January, 1808, 
she conveyed ten thousand acres, lying west of the 
aluvesaid township, and on both sides of the Aroos- 
took, pursuant to a survey and plan made under the 
same resolve, ‘This jurisdiction has been continued, 





lime; and the settlers, who have been there fora 
humber of years past, (certainly since 1322,) have 
always, in practice, held their property under grants 
frou Massachusetts and Maine. Tie part remain- 
ing wusettled has been applied to uo oher useful 


productive; aid the state of Massacliusetts has 
been in the practice of granting licenses to her peo- 
ple to cul timber from the puble domain. The ex- 
ercise of jurisdiction was as perfect as the nature of 
the country would permit. The mere faet of grant- 
lug licenses to cut tuber tocertain individuals shows 
that the preservation of the timber was held to be 
an odject of great consequence, and drew after it 
the incidental right of refusing to permit the timber 
to be cut down, wheneve> it was thought wise to do 
80; or of taking other measures for its preservation, 
by driving off trespassers, or punishing them by civil 
Process, Thuis rigt Maine derived irom Massachu- 
setts. Every slate government in the union hasa 
right to reguiate the landed interest, whether public 
OF private, within its limits; and Maine stands upon 
the same jooing, unless as to such parts of it as are 
decided not to be ander ifs jurisdiction b. the exer- 
Cise of the constitutional powers of the federal gov- 
friment, But, as has been already observed, no 
Proceeding ov agreeinenut of the federal government 
Can be found wich did not recognise an actual ju- 
Nsdiction, just. such as that now. elaimed and en- 
forced by Maine. Woaether the legislature of that 
State ought or ought not, in courtesy to the fed- 
eral yoverument, to have invoked its interposition 
belo e diving o.f the trespassers with a strong hand, 
8a question which the committee deem it wi-neces- 
8ary 10 examine; because the pretensions advanced 
y the lieutena.t governor of New Brunswick equally 
exclude the right of the United States and Maine to 
luterlere. Ifthe Duited States had been applied to, 
and the urgency of the ease had rendered a prompt 
and forcible interposition necessary to rewmove those 
awless trespassers who were equally the enemies of 


vovernor of New Brunswick, and the same question 
arisen as in the present case. ‘The conilicting 
claims of Great Britain and the Un ted States are 
now presented in aitagonistical position to each: 
other, and the subordinate question as to the manner 
in which they have thus been brought in direct op- 
position is not of sufficient importance to require a 
strict examination. If ‘t were, it might be ergued 
that the conduct of the lieutenant governor of New 
Brunswick in directing a boom to be placed acruss 
the mouth of the Aroos:ook river, for the purpose of 
intercepting, seizing, and selling the timber which 
has been cut, is no sufficient satisfaction to the state 


puted terion, i will be easy {o restore things to 
thelr dormer condition, If be shall determine to 
suspeud further movements until the decision of the 
British government be known, it wil be jor that 
yoverninent lo say What shall be the political rela- 
ious between the Uniied States aud Great Biitsin; 
whether the irieudship which now so happiiy pre- 
vails between the two nations, for the prese: vation 
of which the essential interests of both loudly call, 
shall be suddenly and iudely broken by assuming a 
principle asa ground of action to which the United 
States cannot subiait, 

The commiitee cannot but entertain the hope 





of Maine, which may desire to preserve its own tim- 


that no precipitate counsels en the part of the lieu- 


ber, wiilst it argues such remissness on the part of | tenant governor of New Biunswick will di: prive 
the British authorities, over their own p:ople, as | the governinent of Great Britain of au opportunity 


might well have induced the state of Maine to en- | 
force her own laws. If the committee are right in 
the view which they have taken of the arrangement 


between the United States and Great Britain, there is | diliculties will cisappear. 





of explaining, before any more serious difficulties 
shall have occurred, orders which be is believed to 
have misundersiond. Iu this event, all immediate 
The insuperable ob- 


nothing in it to impair, but, on the cont.ary, every |jeciion to the military occupation of the disputed 
thing to ratify the jurisdiction of Maine over that part territory by Great Britain, requires, In common 
of her territory where it had long been familiar, and | fairness, that no attemptof the kind shouid be wade 


the interference of the lieutenant governor of New 
Brunswick is a violation of the existing understand- 
ing. In the first proceeding of Maine, the force sent 


iby Maine or the United States. Having accoim- 
plished her intention of driving off or arresting the 
trespassers upon the Aroostook, and thus entorcing 


to arrest or drive off the numerous and arined band of | her laws, Maine wall, it is not to be doubicd, be 


trespassers who were depredating upon the public 
property, appears to have been inthe nature of a 
civil process. in execution of the law of the land, 
The power of a ministerial officer, such as a sheriff, 
for example, to compel obedience to the law, aud to 
summon to his aid a sufficient portion of the © power 
of the country” to subdue opposition, is well known 
both to Ainerican and Britisa jurisprudence, and is 
sanctioned by early laws in the history of England. 
The riotous and desperate character of the marau- 
ders upon the Aroostook is sufficiently manifested 
by the fact of their breeking open an arsenal upon 
the British territory, in order to supply themselves 
with an additional quantity of arms to enable them- 
selves to resist and repel the party which was ap- 
proaching, under a civil officer, to require submis- 
sion to the laws. 
ant governor of New Brunswick was issued before 
any steps were taken by Maine to sustain the civil 
by the military power, and was direc’ed against the 
interference of the ministerial officer of the law, 
acting in strict conformity with what are believed to 
be fundamental principles of Brifish as well as Ame- 
rican law, The first appeal to military foree was 
made by him, and the subsequent proceedings of 
Maine are defensive ineiely. The pretension of the 
lieutenant governor of New Brunswick excludes 
the civil as well as military power of Maine and the 
United States from interferiug to preserve order in 
this seat of the ancient jurisdiction of Massactiu- 
setts; and would compel the United States and 
Maine to rely upon the justice, the vigilance, or the 
generosity of the British authorities for the main- 
tenance of good order and the enforcement of tle 
laws, in a country where nothing but a naked claim 
can be said to exist upon the part of the British gov- 
erninent. It demands of Maine that she should di- 
vest herself ofa jurisdiction practically establist:«d 
and ascertained, and transfer it to Great Britain. It 
demands of the United States that an arrangement, 
ailezed to have been made between the two govern- 
ments, of the existence of which the United States 
are unconscious, should be summarily carried out, 
according to the construction which one of the par- 
lies is said to have placed upou it, and without giv- 
ing to the other party an opportunity to contest such 
construction. It is difficult, in the opinion of the 
committee, to believe that the government of Great 
Britain mainteins such an interpretation of that ar- 
rangement, and thus converts what was intended for 
the preservation of friendly feelings into a source of 
great and instaut discord. But the assertion of the 
lientenant governor of New Brunswick las been 
Iwice officially, deliberately, and publicly made, 
that he is acting under the instructions of his gov 
ernment; a fact of which he and his government 
can be the only judges. The execution of these 
orders is incompatible with the honor of the United 
States. The executive branch of the governinent 
has expressed {his opinion, and in this opinion the 
committee fully concur. The sudden cxecution of 
these orders may bring on a crisis for which as much 
preparation ought to be made as the,short time re- 
waining of the present session of congress will per- 
mit; and the bill which is herewith submitted is 
intended to accomplish that  urpose. 

The committee refer with much pleasure to the 
efforts: which have been made by the British tnin- 
ister at Washington, evidenced by the memoran- 
dum of a conference between him and the s-cre- 
tary of state, to avert the events which seem to be 
approaching. If the lieutenant governor of New 





th governments, the same opposition would have 


Brunswick shall desist from any attempt to take 


The proclamation of the heuten- | 


‘satisfied with this vindication of her sovercigniy, 
‘and withdraw the military force which is now in 
arts to sustain the eivil authority and repel lava- 
‘sion. A conteinporaneous cessation of measures 
by Maine and New Brunswick will compromit the 
(honor of neither; and time will thus be afforded 
‘for the British government to select the posi:ion 
which it intends to occupy in the relations between 
‘itand the Umted States. If any motive were ne- 
'cessary to induce Maine to adopt a course so inani- 
festly prop. r, it would be found in the proimpt re- 
‘sponse of the ex: cutive of the United States to the 
‘appeal made fo it at the present ersis, and the 
‘jealous sensibility which has been manifested tor 
the protection of her rights, by spreading over them 
the ample powers of the federal union. 

The committee ought, perhaps, here to close this 
report. But the anxiety which they feel that no 
measure should be left unemploy:d to preserve 
/peace between the United States and Great Britain, 
by removing, uot only temporarily but permauent- 
ly, the causes of discontent between tein, induces 
ther to olier another recommendation to the house, 
Itis, the expression of an opinion by the honse, 
sustained by a legislative provision, that a special 
embassy should be sent to England, for the pur- 
pose of co-operating with the resident minster 
‘there, in endeavoring to adjust this long-pending 
‘controversy. The precedents for this measure in 
our histery are numerous and encouraging. 
| The object of such an embassy is, to express a 
deep conviction on the part of the government of 
ithe extreme urgency of the case, and the absolute 
necessity of adjusting existing difficulties. The 
ordinary forms of negotiation appear insufficient to 
rouse the British government to the danger that the 
‘two nations may fiud themselves involved in war, 


notwithstanding the desire of the goveruments of 


both to avoid it, and the step proposed would inani- 
fest tothe world.at all events, that the United States 
are sincerely anxious to exert every means in their 
‘power to maintain the most amicable relations with 
a governinent and people, so eminently entitled to 
the respect and regard of every civilized nation on 
| the globe. 

The committee are conscious that some of the 
| provisions of the bill herewith reported would more 
properly have emanated from some of the other 
‘committees of the honse, upon whose jurisdiction 
they are reluctant to encroach; but the few days 
) which remain of this session would not have per- 
mitted any dclay, with a view of referring these 
subjects to otier committees, with tie slightest 
hope of obtaining any action on the part of the 
house. They submit the whole matter, therefore, 
as the resnit of their anxious reflections, to the bet- 
ter jndgir ent of the house. 

[For the bill see page 16 ] 





CLAIMS ON MEXICO. 

Mr. Howard, froin the comm ttee on foreign af- 
fairs, to which was referred the president’s message 
of the 27th ult. subssitted, on Saturday last, the fol- 
lowing report: 

The coiminittee on foreign affairs, to which was 
referred the message of the president of the United 
States of the 27th F -bruary, relating to Mexico. have 
had the same under consideration, and offer the fol- 
lowing report: 

[In the month of September last, a convention was 
made between the governments of Mexico and tle 
United States, wherein it was agreed that the claims 
of a psivate nature upou Mexico by citizens of the 
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United States should be referred to a board of coinmis- ! masters since the 4th day of March, 1837; the names 


sioners, two of whom were to be appointed by Mexi- 
co and two by the United’ States. [t was further 
agreed ‘hat, iu case of a difference of opinion be- | 
tween the comiuissioners, the questious should be 
deciied by the king of Prussia, or an arbiter to be 
selected by hiin, who should proceed to Washington 
and reside there until the termination of his tunc- 
tions. The ratifications of this convention were to 
be exchanged at Washington on or before the 10th 
of February, —~ 

The committee regret to say that the time thus 
stipulated for the exchange of the ratifications has 
passed away, without the performance of this con- 
cluding oblization on the part of Mexico. There 
are only two reasons given for the omission.. The 
first is contained in a letter from the Mexican minis 
ter to the secretary of state, dated ou the 1ith Feb- 
ruary, 1839, in which he says that he had been in- 
foriued on the 7th of December, by the acting secre- 
tary of foreign relations of Mexico, that the des- 

atches relating to the convention had been received, 
Brit that Senor Cuevas, the minister in ordinary, was 
preparing to go to Jalapa for the purpose of treating 
with adiniral Baudin, and that the government had 
been subsequently oceupied entirely with that atiair, 
and had not been able even to examine the said con- 
vention. No reason is assigned forthe inactivity of 
the governinent prior to the 7th of December, al- 
though safficient time intervened between Septein- 
ber and December for the reception and exainination 
of the convention, the ratification of which could 
scarcely have occupied tore than an hour. The 
reasoi Is allogether insufficient and unsatisfactory. 

Another reason which is assigned through the me- 
divin of the consul is, that the King of Prussia deelin- 
ed to act as arbiter, as Mexico had been informed by 
the Prussian charge d’atfaires. But as no direct in- 
formation of this description has reached the United 
States, the committee think some error must have 
occurred, as the good understanding between Prus- 
sia an the United States would, in all probability, 
have induced a communication to the United States 
as well as Mexico, if the arbitration had been de- 
clined. It is not a good reason for the omission to 
ratify the convention, because another power could 
easily have been substituted in the place of Prussia. 

Iu a note froin the Mexican minister to the secre- 
tary of state, dated on the 13th of February, 1839, 
he declares that the approbation expressed by his 
government with regard to a former minister did 
not extend to the preparation, publication, and use 
made by that person of a pamphlet which he printed 
at Philadelphia, when he supposed, in good faith, 
that his mission was entirely ended. This disavowal, 
removing the objection which prevented the renew 
al of diplomatic intercourse with Mexico, has in- 
duced the president to order a minister pienipoten- 
tiary from the United States to repair to Mexico, 
with ali convenient despatch, after the preparation 
of his instructions, which cannot be drawn up until 
a satislactory explanation (daily expected) shall be 
given of the causes which prevented the ratification 
of the convention. In the mean time, congress is 
about to close its session, and the committee cannot, 
with any probability of having it discussed, offer to 
the house any mode in which it may exercise its 
legislative powers. They have thrown their opinion 
into the form of resolutions, which are herewith sub- 
mitted. 

Resolved, That the house of representatives of the 
Unite S ates view the existing condition of the political 
relations between the United States and Mexico with 
great dissatisfaction, the earlier causes of which are 
now increased by the omission of the Mexican govern- 
ment to ratify the convention concluded between the 
ageuts of the two powers in September last, without 
assigning any sufficient reason for such ¢ nission. 

Resolved, 'Tivat the unreasonable procrastination 
which has attended every step on the part of Mexico 
in the progress of the negotiations between the two go- 
vernments, for many years past, justifies a hope that the 
minister who is about to be sent to that country by the 
president will press for a speedy and definite settlement 
of the demands which have been so repeatedly, but in- 
effectually, made upon Mexico by the goverument of 
the United S:ates. 

Resolved, That this house will impatiently expect the 
result of this mission ; ¢ ad, if it shall prove unavailing, 
will sustain the executive branch of the government in 
any ulterior measures which may become necessary. 


THE SENATE AND THE POSTMASTER 
GENERAL. 


From the Globe of Saturday night. 

It is due to the postinaster general that the whole 
facts connected with Friday’s proceedings in the 
senate, should be laid before the public. 

On the 12th of February, Mr. Tallmadge sub- 
raitted tue following resolution, which was adopted, 
Viz : 

* Resolved, That the postmaster general communi- 








of the persons sv removed, and the times when remo- 
ved ; the names of the persons appointed to fill the va- 
cancies ; the names of the cfficés where such remo 
vais have been made, classifying the whole by states 
and territories.” 

This resolution was received at the post ¢ fice 
department on the 13th. As it did not appear to 
look to any action of the senate, legislative or ex- 
ecutive, it was not considered necessary to inter- 
rupt the ordinary business of the department, for 
the purpose of hastening a reply, as the object, it 
was presumed, would be accomplished if it was 
sent before the close of the session. The statement 
was, therefore, made out as other business permit. 
ted, with intent to send it up as soon as it should be 
prepared. This, of itself, was no light job, as the 
hames had to be extracted from about 1570 pages of 
the postinaster general’s journal, composed of large 
manuscript volumes. 

On the 27th of February, Mr. Tallmadge offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted, viz : 

* Whereas, the senate, on the 12th day of February 
instant, passed a resolution.as follows : | 

“ Resolved, T .at the postmaster general communi- 
cate to the senate the number of removals of deputy 
postmasters, since the 4th day of March, 1837; the 
names Of the persons so removed, and the times when 
removed ; the names ofthe persons appointed to fill the 
vacancies ; the names of the offices where such remo- 
vals have been made, classifying the whole by states 
aid territories: and, whereas, no answer has been re- 
ceived to the same, therefore, 

“* Resolved, That the postmaster general inform the 
senate, without delay, why he he has not communica- 
ted the information required by said resolntion.”’ 

This was iinmediately sent to the post office de- 
partnent. At the moment of its reception the post- 
inaster general's reply to the resolution of the 12th, 
with the statement called for, was in the hands of 
his messenger for conveyance to the capitol, and the 
inessenger was detained until a reply to the last res- 
olution could be prepared. The replies to the two 
resolutions, therefore, went up together, and were as 
follows : 

‘* Post office department, Feb. 27, 1889. 

** Str: In compitance with the resolution of the 

senate, adopted on the 12th instant, I have the hon- 


or to transinit a statement showing the number of 


removals of postmasters since the 4th day of March, 
1837, the names of the persons so removed, the 
time of removal, the names of the persons appoint- 
ed to fill the vacancies, and the names of the offices 
where such removals have been made, classified by 
states and territories. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


Amos KENDALL. 
‘¢ Mon. R. M. Johnson, 
** Vice president and president of the senate.” 
‘* Post office department, Feb. 27, 1839. 
‘Sir: Just as my messenger was about to start 
for the capitol with several communications, inclu- 
ding my reply to the resolution of the senate adopt- 


ed on the 12th inst., [ received their resolution of 


this day, asking why the information then asked 
for has pot been communicated. 

‘In reply, [ have the honor to state, that the on- 
ly reason | have to give why it has not been before 
communicated is, that it was not ready. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


Amos KENDALL. 
‘¢ Hon. R. M. Johnson, 
** Vice president and president of the senate.” 


To do justice to the postmaster general, these pa- 
pers should be taken together. But it so happened 
that, although sent up on the 27th February, they 
were not read until the Ist March, and then the 
last was read first. Had the other been read first, 


it cannot be doubted that the inpressions of most of | 


the senators would have been different. With an 
imperfect view of the case, they, however, proceed- 
ed to pass the foilowing resolutions : 

** Resolved, That the letter of the postmaster general, 
to the president ofthe senate, stating that the only rea- 
son why he had not sent an answer tu a previous reso- 
lu‘ion, was because it was not ready, is considered by 
the senate as disrespectful to this body. 

* Resolved, That said letter with the resolution to 
which it purports to be an answer, be laid before the 


president ofthe United States fur such action as he may 
deem proper.” 


These were immediately forwarded to the presi- 
dent, who, in a short time sent-in a message, with 
the following letter of the postmaster general, viz : 

‘+ Post office department, March 1, 1839. 

‘¢ Str: In reference to the resolution of the sen- 
ate, adopted this day, and by you just communica- 
ted to ine, expressing the opinion that a communi- 
cation made by me on the 27th ultimo, in reply to 











cate to the senate the number of removals of deputy post- 


their resolution of the same date, was disrespectful 





—— 
to that bory, I have only to say, that no disrespect 
was intended or felt. Their resolution of the 24 
ult. called for the names of retwnoved postmasters 
designated no specific time within which the jp. 
fortnaation would be wanted; and as it did not ap- 
pear to look to any immediate legislative or execy. 
tive action on their part, the necessity of great ex. 
pedition in preparing and communicating them, to 
the delay of other pressing matters, was not appre. 
ciated by me so highly as it appearsto have beep 
by the senate, or as perhaps it ought to have beep, 
And as the reply to the resolution of the 12th, wag 
already in the hands of the messenger, and would 
accompany the reply to that of the 27th, showing 
that no disposition existed to withhold the inforina. 
tion called for, it did not occur to me that any de. 
tailed explanation why it had not been sooner sent, 
was necessary or would be expected. Hence jt 
will be perceived, that the letter complained of 
was written hastily, (the messenger having been 
in fact detained until it could be written and recor. 
ded;) and but for the hurry of the moment, not al. 
lowing time for consideration, I should probab| 
have given the more full explanation contained iy 
this letter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Amos KENDALL, 

“© To the president.” 

With this explanation the senate appeared to be 
satisfied. 

It is possible that the postmaster general’s rerly 
to Mr. Tallmadge’s resolution ofthe 27th, may have 
been more brief than it otherwise would have been 
in consequence of the tone of that resolution, which 
appeared to many to be quite as susceptible of an 
offensive construction as the reply. 


TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 

February 27. In addition to the proceedings in- 
serted on page 12, we give the foliowing: 

Mr. McKean presented a memorial from the Phil- 
adelphia board of trade, asking an appropriation for 
the erection of a light house on Brandywine shoals. 

Mr. Mouton presented a meinorial from numerous 
citizens of Louisiana, asking a repeal of the natu- 
ralization law, and to prevent the increasing influx 
of foreigners. 

Resolutions were introduced giving to the mes- 
seugers, pages, and persons connected with the 
capitol, (such as the watchmen, doorkeepers, &c.) a 
certain sum in addition to their salaries. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported the bill from the house to provide for 
peg ty ers and defence of the western frontier. 

. Mr. Robbins introduced a resolution calling on the 
mayor and city councils of Washington to prepare 
a plan for an institute under the bequest of Mr. 
Smithson, of London. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Tall- 
madge, was taken up. 

This resolution called for a statement of deputy 
postmasters dismissed since May last, and asked at 
the same time for the reasons why the resolution of 
the same nature which had before passed the senate 
had not been answered. 

Mr. Tallmadge said he had offered, about two 
weeks since, the first part of the resolution that had 
just been read; it had passed the senate at once, 
and, although that time had elapsed, there had been 
no return made from the department. The infor- 
mation sought for, any competent clerk could pre- 
pare in the course ofaday. If the statements were 
to be furnished, it was desirable that they should be 
forthcoming with as little delay as possible, and if 
they were not, Mr. T. desired to have the reasons 
why. 

Mr. Niles was not heard in the first part of his re- 
imarks, but was understood to say that the postmaster 
general was not afraid or ashamed to show to the 
whole world what he did in the discharge of his du- 
ties. He did not think the resolution treated tliat 
officer with proper respect. Asking the reasons 
why he had not furnished information, implied cen- 
sure on the conduct of the head of the department, 
which he was by no means prepared to admit. 

Mr. Tallmadge was not aware that the resolution 
was expressive of censure , there might be good 
and sufficient reasons why the response had not been 
made, among which could be instanced press of 
other business, &c. He thought, however, that the 
postmaster general, in justice to himself, should 
stute the causes why it had not been furnished. Mr. 
T. was desirous to have the information, and a3 
there were now only two or three days to the close 
of the session. it must be manifest to every senator 
that if it were not sent at once it would be too late. 

Mr. Wright did net know, but there appeared to 
him, to say the least of it, that there was some- 
thing novel in such a proceeding. 

Mr. Preston said there did indeed appear some- 
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thing nore! in the matter. Here was a piece of 

iain inforaiation asked for, that any cierk, ay, any 
clerk iu tie departineat might turnish ina tiird of 
a day, aud yet weeks had been suiiered to elapse 
without its being sent. He must confess that this 
looked like au act of contuimacy on the part of the 
officer. Whena resolution was presented, and the 
senate adopted that resolution, it became the pro- 
erty of the body; and he thought it necessary that 
a proper sense o! its own dignity should be preser- 
ved. The thing asked for was entirely unobjec- 
tionable in itself, and he hoped it might be pas- 
sed without further delay. 

Mr. Norvell said that the sense of the senate had 
already been expressed by the passage of that res- 
olution, soine days since. He did not see the ne- 
cessity of again acting on it, and he should therefore 
move its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. Tulilmadge expressed a hope that the resolu- 
tion would not be postponed. More than fifteen 
days ago, he had asked for the information, and the 
senate had sanctioned the call. There wasno trou- 
ble or investigation necessary ; it was merely to 
take from the records of the office a plain statement 
of facts, which any one clerk might collate and pre- 

are at once. His political life was short, and he 
desired to have the answer before its close. 

Mr. Foster said it was with difficulty he could re- 
strain his feelings on such an occasion. Here a 
plain call had been made on a department by the se- 
nate, and after sufficient time had elapsed to answer 
it, none had been received ; and when an honora- 
ble senator sought for the reasons, there appeared a 
disposition to smother the resolution. 

Mr. Norvell withdrew his motion, affirming there 
was no disposition on the part of the senate to have 
the information withheld. 

Mr. Benton said, in the first of the session, he had 
offered a resolution, calling on the secretary of the 
treasury for information in relation to the fishing 
bounties, which resolution had heen amended at the 
suggestion of a senator from Massachusetts, and 
yet that information had not reached the senate. 
He had never thought of calling by resolution for 
an answer why its provisions had not been complied 
with ; he knew too well the numerous calls made 
on the departinents of the government, which were, 
on an average, six times more than could be answer- 
ed within any reasonable period. He mentioned 


this inerely to show what had been bis own rule of 


conductin such matters. 

Mr. Tullmtdge insisted that the delay in sending 
the information called for from the pest office de- 
partment could not be owing to the want of clerks 
or time, for to make out the whole information re- 
quired would not occupy one of the clerks more 
than a single day. Since the late elections in New 
York there had been removals of postinasters 
throughout the state; and Mr. ‘T. having been re- 
quested to ascertain at the department the reasons 
for some of these reinovals, on his application there, 
he had been promptly refused the privilege and op- 
portunity of seeing the papers. Gentlemen on the 
other side had gone to the furthest point in vindi- 
eating and recomiending the interference of office 
holders in elections; but that interference must be 
on the right side, or even their casting their votes 
votes wonld not be tolerated. Tee report of the 
Senator from New Jersey on this subject said a 
great deal of the horrors ot an electoral inquisition, 
that should prevent interference in elections. But 
what inquisition could be greater or more deteste- 
ble than this, where the master inquisitor sat at the 
head of the whole machinery, and instantly struck 
Oif the heads of all those who would not obey his 
will in the exercise of their political functions? 
These persons in New York were removed the very 
moment the elections were over, and most palpably 


removed, because they exercised the privilege of 


voting against a member of the other house, who 
had most evidently himself gone against the will of 
his constituents. And when Mr. T. who was 
equally a representative of the state, asked to look 
for the reasons of these removals, he was told that 
he could not see the papers. He wished the coun- 
try to know this, ‘and to know, also, that while some 
of the triends of the administration were devontiy 
contending that office holders had a right to inter- 
fere in elections to any and every extent, others on 
the same side were instantly punishing in the sever- 
est manner the simple casting of a vote in opposition 
to their wishes. 

Mr. T. had formerly moved a resolution calling 
on the postinaster general, not for his reasons for 
removals, but for a si:nple statement of facts ; and 
how fiftéen days had passed without an answer, 
and no reason even had been assigned for the delay. 
And now, when Mr. T. offered a resolution asking 
him for the reason of this delay, it was gravely ob- 
jected to. Mr.T wished the country to know alse 
that this grand inquisitor would notonly at will strike 


i 





oif the heads of jis refractory officers, and proudly peither direetly or 
; money 
; 


sit without ever assiguing areason; but when call 
ed upon Dy the COwipeterut authority to say at jeasi 
why he wovid not assizn to them bis reasons, ahd 
when he refused or iegiect:d to do even this, there 
were enough here ready to spring up aud screen 
him froin ail question whatever. 

Mr. Niles argued at considerable length that 
these office holders who were removed had not Leen 
honest as politicians, and that there was no better 
cause for reinoving a public officer than his politi- 
cal dishonesty. 

Mr. Bayard said, as the principal objection to the 
resolution was that it might be looked upon -as 
casting censure on the postmaster general tor de- 
lay, he would suggest the propriety of striking the 
words “ without delay” from the resolution. 

Mr. Benion moved, as a test of the sense of the 
senate on this subject, that the resolution be laid on 
the table; which motion was negatived by yeas 
and nays, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay, of 
Alabama, Fulron, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith, of Con- 
necticut, Wall, Wiliams, of Mississippi, Wright, 
Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Ken 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cu:hbert, Davis, Fusier, 
King, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Sinith, of Indiana, Switt, ‘Tallinadge, 
Walker, White—21. 

Mr. Calhoun said, when there was a call on a de- 
partinent, it was right there should be an answer, 
aud it was equally clear, when an answer was it gi- 
ven, thal it was right to know the reasonwhy, Tiis 
government was a governmeut of responsibility ; 
aud, besides, justice to the country and to the offi- 
cers themselves reqnired that their conduct in office, 
andthe reasons jor it, should be known. On this 
ground, Mr. C. would vote in favor of the :esolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Sevier said he had voted to lay it on the table 
only on account of the protracted debate. He 
should now vote for the resoiution. 

The resolution was then agreed to by yeas and 
Nays, as lollows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabaina, Ciay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittencen, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Fuster, Fulton, King, Knight, Linn, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Pierce, Preniiss, 
Preston, Roane, R -bb.us, Sevier, Sinith of Indiana, 
Swift, ‘Talimadge, Walker, White, Williams, of Mis- 
sissippi—3v. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Benton, Brown, Hubbard, Moutor, 
Niles, Norvell, Sinith, of Connecticut, Wall, Wright, 
Young—10. 


‘I'he senate again took up the bill to prevent the | 


interference of officers and ayents of the United 
States government in elections. 

Mr. Criftenden spoke at large in favor of the vill, 
and especially in opposition to the doctrines of the 
report on this subject iroin the judiciary comuittee, 
adducing documentary prool, at Boston, that office 
holders had beer largely “doomed” to pay a pro 
rata tax for the purposes of elections. 

Mr. JWall spoke largely in vindication of bis re- 
port, declaring that its doctrines had not even been 
assailed, because they bad been misunderstood and 
misrepresented, and that all the descriptions of them 
made by their opponents in the senate were quit- 
iinaginary. 

Mr Niles spoke long and strongly in vindication 
of the practice of levying a tax on office holders, to 
be used in elections, declaring it to be quite as 
justifiable as for any private citizen to use money 
tor that purpose. He spoke also in reply on various 
points to Mr. Crittenden and Mr. Rives. 

A discussion followed, chiefly politico-personal, 
by Messrs. Criflenden, Wall. and Niles. 

Mr. Crittenden now offered his substitute which 
he had at first proposed for the original bill, omit- 
ting the fine, and restricting the penalty to a mere 
disability for office under the government, confining 
hisunself to the words of Mr. Jefferson, and declar- 
ing that he preferred the substitute, but, if that 
should be rejected, he would vote for the original 
bill. 

This substituie was lost by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Mesasrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Indiana, Swift. Tallmadge, White—18. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King. Linn, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut. Walker, 
Wall, Williams, of Maine, Williams, of Mississippi, 
Wright, Young—25. 

Mr. Tullmadge offered a substitute precisely like 
the substitute of Mr. Crittenden, except that the 

unishment of dismission from office was to be 
inflicted only on .those who should in any way, 





indircetly, pay or advance any 
Or purposes ot elections. 

sted that banks should be em- 
braced by the substitute, as well as oflice-holders. 

Mr. Zulimadge was pertectly willing; he had 
not the sinaliest objection to the dismission of banks 
from office the wwoinent they should contribute mo- 
ney for electioneering purposes. 

This substitute was rejected by yeas and nays, as 
follows : 

Y EAS—Messrs, Bayard, Calhoun, Crittenden, Da- 
vis, Foster, Merrick, Preuatiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiaua, Swift, Tallmadge, Winie 
—15 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King. Linn, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvel!, Pierce, Ruane, 
tubiuson, Sevier, Sinith of Coun., Walker, Wail, Wil- 
liams, of Maine, Wiliams of Mississippi, Wright, 
Young—26. 

‘The question now recurring on the original bill, 

Mr. Sinith, of Indiana, said: As the vote on the 
bill is about to be taken, I must detain the sénate a 
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lew moments, while, in a very biiefinanner, I ex- 
plain the vute which | am about to give. I would 
have contented myself with a silent vote, were it 
not that my vote may be misunderstocd. Mr. Pre- 
sideut, J shall vote against this bill. This vote, un- 
explained, might imply a sanetion of the doctrines 
of the report of the committee. J cannot for a mo- 
inent suffer, ever by implication, such an inference 
to be drawn from a silent vote. The report, in my 
opinion, clearly justifies the interlerence of federal 
otticers with elections ; nay, more, stimulates them 
to active exertions in the political conflicts of the 
day. Sir, this doctrine I wholly repudiate. | con- 
cur entirely in the doctrines of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. 
Clinton, and general Jackson, on this subject; ina 
word, that “the patronage of the federal govern- 
ment ought not to be brought into conflict with the 
freedom of elections.”” I fully and entirely concur 
in the sentiment that pervades the whole of the docu- 
ments on this subject written by these distinguish- 
ed inen, that the federal officers should not use the 
powers vested in thei, or the influence of their 
official stations, to prevent a free and unrestrained 
exercise of the elective franchise on the part of the 
people. 1 have voted for the different amendments 
which have been offered to the Lill, because,they 
recognized the prine:ples which I have stated, be- 
cause they severally condemned so mach of the doc- 
trines of the report as I have referred to, and be- 
cause I was willing and desirous to express my 
utter condemnation of those doctrines. The amend- 
ments have been in succession rejected, and the 
question now arises, whether the bill before the 
senate should coimmand my vote. - I have already 
said, sir, that I cannot vote for the bill. It may be 
asked, as I admit the evil, why not apply the pro- 
posed reinedy? It was principally to answer that 
question that I arose, 

Sir, I adinit the evil. 1 do not concur with the 
coinmittee that no such evil exists. ‘he proof is 
tothe contrary. The fact is otherwise. I have 
little doubt but that itis expected, in the party ope- 
rations of the times, that those who participate in 
the favors of the government shall use their «xer- 
tions to perpetuate the official existence of the var- 
ty in power ; and so far as their rights can be ex- 
ercised in their votes fairly and independ. «tly, I 
cannot object. But when such exertions ‘ced 
to that point where they bring into conflict wi the 
freedom of elections the patronage, power, and in- 
fluence of official station, | repudiate, I condemy it. 
The same may be said of the press; it is a still more 
powerlul weapon in the hands of the executive in 
the perpetuity of his official existenee, than even 
the office-holders with all their influence. The 
press is, in many cases, pensioned. It is not free. 


the government, to the amount of thousands upon 
thousands annually. 

It is from a press thus circuinstanced, that many 
of the people receive their political doctrines. as 
well as the character and conduct of their public 
servants. It is to sucha source that many look for 
the truth. The press is liceutious; the federai offi- 
cers bring the patronage of the governinent into 
conflict with the freedom of elections. Admit all 
this; repudiate, condemn, and censure ac we may. 
still the question arises, are not these things the 
necessary consequences growing out of our free in- 
stitutions? May we not, in other words, say, that 
this is only the effervescence of freedom? Who 
would place a legal censorship over the press be- 
cause it is licentions? Sir, I have ever contended 
for the most unlimited freedom of speech and of the 
press, leaving reason free to combat error of opinion 
in the one case, and the good sense of a free people 
to eviscerate truth from falsehood, orthodox from 
heterodox doctrines, in the other. I may abridge 
those great principles that lie at the bottom of our 
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free institutions, by regulating or ptnishing this | 


°o 5 

licentiousness by law. 1 would rather bear the evils 
of which we complain, than fly to a remedy that 
may prove worse than the disease, even if we had 
the constitutional power to pass it, of which, ean- 
dor coinpels ine to say, L have great doubt. 1 have 
listened most attentively to the whole argument, 
and I should have given a silent vote, would it have 
explained itself, I duly appreciate the motives of 
these of my political friends who support this bill; 
I am satisfied that they have been actuated by the 
best motives, butI cannot go with then. I believe 
the remedy they propose is inefficient as well as in- 
expedient, to say nothing of constitu ional objec- 
tions. If aremedy tor the evil could be enacted, it 
should include the press which receives the patron- 
age of the general government, and froin the licen- 
tiousness of which we have even more to fear than 
from the interference of the federal officers. It 
should also reduce the salaries and perquisites of 
the federal officers to the standard of the state offi- 
cers. Let this be done, and you will disperse the 
crowds of hungry applicants for federal appoint- 
ments, you will remove the powerlul stimulus that 
gives impetus to the army of office-holders and of- 
fice-seekers, and you will purify the elective tran- 
chise. But while your federal officers receive sala- 
ries greatly disproportioned to the salaries of the 
state officers, how can you anticipate any other re- 
sult than that the office-holders will hold on by 
every means in their possession, and the office- 
seekers do all in their power to recommend them- 
selves to the appointing power? And as the doc- 
trines are maintained that to the victors belong the 
spoils, and as victory is to be obtained in this gov- | 
ernment only at the ballot boxes, he knows little of | 
the human beart who does not see that the vigor of | 
the man and the energies of the office: holdeis and 
oflice-seekers will be in proportion to the value of 
the spoils. Diminish that value, and in the same 
ratio you reinove the evil complained of; increase 
it, and a corresponding result nay be expected. I 
have no doubt but that there are honorable excep- 
tions to the principle IL have just stated. 1 speak 
of tie piinciple without reference to any party or| 
persons. But, sir, L eannot concur in the opinion 
that any legal reinedy can be found to meet the evil 
contemplated by this bill. The remedy must be 
left to public opinion, and the executive action as 
proposed by Mr. Jetferson, by holding a wholesoine 
restraint over the conduct of the federal officers. I 
would have been pleased to have said more on this 
subject; but as 1 rose merely to explain a vote, I 
will not depart from that purpose. Tam now ready, 
Mr. President, to vote against the bill, as my vote 
will be understood in the light in which 1 wish it 
to be. 

Mr. Rives moved to recommit the bill to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, with instructions to report 
t» the senate, by bill or otherwise, in conformity 
with the principles of cestain resolutions heretofore 
laid on the table by Mr. Rives, which resolutions 
were based mainly on the Virginia and Kentucky 
resolutions of 1798 and 1799. 

This motion was negatived by yeas and nays, as 
follows : 

YG AS—Messrs. Crittenden, Davis, I’oster, Knight, 
Merrick, Prensiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggies, Smith, of 
ladiana, Swilt, Tallmadge, Whie—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay. ot Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Lina, Lvon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane. Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Wal- 
ker, Wall, Williams, ot Maine, Williams, of Miss., | 
Wright, Young—26. 

The original bill, on the question of, its engross 
ment, was now rejected by yeas and: nays, as. fol- 
low's : 

YEAS—Messrs. Crittenden, Foster, Merrick, Pres- 
ton, Whi'e—d. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Ca‘houn, 
Clay, of Alabama, Culbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King. 
Koish*, Lion, Lyon Mouton, Nicholas, Niics, Noivell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Coun., 
S$ ni h, of Indiana, Walker, Wa'l, Wiliams, of Maine, 
Williains, of Miss., Wright, Yuung—28, 

A messave was received froin the president of the 
United States, transmitting a copy of a memoran- 
dun, signed by the secretary of state of the United 
States and her Britannic majesty’s minister pleuipo- | 
tentiary, of the terms upon, which co.lision on the 
northeastern frontier can be avoided ; which, alter 
goine remarks from Messrs. Williams, of Maine, 
Preston, Davis, Ruggles, Webster, Brown, Walker. 
and Calhoun, was referred to the committee on 
foreicn relations~ And the senate adjournec. 


February 23. The President submitted a com- 
munication froin the secretary of war, in compsl- 
ance with a resulution of the senaie of the 12th inst. 
in relation to the mode of furnishing supplies tor 
the Indian department, which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, | 

















Also, a communication from the secrelary of war, 
transimiiting a communication froin the cocamis- 
siouer on indian aifairs relative to the number and 
description of persons employed as agents ly the 


Indian office; which was laid on the table, and or- | 


dered to be printed. 

Also, a coumunication from the treasury depart: 
inent, in answer to a resolution of the senate of the 
2ist instant; which was laid on the table, and order- 
ed to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury In relation to the operations of the branch 
mints; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, transmitting a letter from the register and 
receiver at St. Stephens, Alabaina; which was laid 
ou the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wiiliams, of Mississippi, presented the joint 
resolutions of the legislature of Mississippi on the 
subject of certain mail routes; which were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Several committees were discharged from the 
consideration of memorials, &c. which had been re- 
ferred to them. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, to which was referred various memorials froin 
Officers of the line of the army, praying equalization 
of pay with the officers of the staif, made a report 
thereon, that the request of the petitioners was rea- 
sonable and ought to be granted, but that the pres- 
ent was not a favorable time to accomplish the ob- 
ject: the report was ordered to ve priated. 

Mr. Sevier, fiom the committee on Indian affairs, 
to which was referred the petition of a number of 
half breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof ; 
wWaich was azreed to. 

Mr. 8. trom the same committee, to which was 
referred an act for the relief of the Brothertown In- 
dians, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Buchanan, from the committee on fureign re- 
lations, to which was referred the president’s mes- 
sage, and accompanying documents, in relation to 
the existing d.tliculuies on the northeastern frontier, 
made a report thereon, which was read, as follows: 
The comin tee on foreign relations, to which was re- 

ferred the messages of the president of the United 

Sates of the 26.h and 27th instant, and the accoin- 

panying ducuments, in relation to the existing diffh- 

cules on the northeastern frontier of the United 

Siates, report the following resolutions, and recum- 

inend their adoption by the senate : 

Resolved, That the senate can discover no trace, 
throughout the lorg correspondence which has been 
submited to (hem. between the governments of Great 
Britain and the United States, of any understanding, 
express or iinplied, much less of any “ explicit agree- 
meat,” such as is now alleged, tat the territory in ais- 
pute between them on the northeastern boundary of 
the latier shall be placed and remain under the exclu- 
sive jurisdiction of her Britannic majesty’s government 
unul the settlement of the question ; on the contrary, it 
appears that there was, and is, a clear subsisting under- 
sianding between the parties, under which they have 
both acted, that, until this question shall be finally de- 
termined, each of them shall refrain from the exercise 
of jurisdiction over any portion of the disputed territory 
except such parts of it as may have been in the actual 
possession of the one or the wihey party. 

Resolved, Tiat, whilst the Uniied States are bound 
in good faith to comply with this understanding, during 
the pendeucy of negotiations, the senate cannot per- 
ceive that the state of Maine has violated the spint of 
it by mercly sending, under the authority of the !ezis- 
lature, ber land agent, with a sufficient force, into the 


| disp'ed territory, for the sole purpose of expeliing law- 


less trespassers engaged in impairing its value by cut- 
ting duwn the timber; both pares having a common 
right, aud being bound by a common duty, to expel 
such intruders from a territory to which each claims 
tile taking care, however, to retire within their acknow- 
ledzed limits when this single object shall have been 
accomplished. 
Resolved, That, should her Britannic majesty’s gov- 
ernment, in violation of the clear understanding between 
he parties, persist in carrying its avowed determination 
nto execution, and attempt, by military force, to a:- 
ume exclusive jurisdiction over the disputed territory, 
al of which, they firmly beleve, rightfully belongs to 
the state of Maine, the exigency, in the opinion of the 
senate, will then have occurred, rendering it the impe- 
ative duty of the president, under the constitution and 
he laws, to call forth the militia, and employ the miitary 
force of the United Siates, for the purpose of repelling 
such an invasion. And in this event, the senate will cor- 
lia‘ly co-operate with and sustain the president in de- 
fending the rights of the country. 
_ Resoived, That, should the British authorities refrain 
from atempting a military oc-upation of the territory 
in dispute, aud from enforcing their claim to exclusive 
jurisdiction over it by arms, then, in the opinion of ‘the 
s-na'e, the state of Maine ought, on her part, to pursue 
a course of similar forbearance. And should she refuse 
to do so, and de‘ermine to settle the controversy for her- 
self by force, the adjustment of which is entrusted un- 
der the constitution to the federal government, in such 
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an event there wili be no obligauon imposed on taat 
government to sus'ain ber by military aic, 

The report was ordered to be printed, and made 
the special order lor to-morrow. 

Mr. Wail, trom the committee on the library, re. 
pes a joint resolution for the distribution of the 

adison papers ; which was read and ordered to q 
second reading. . 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on the public 
lands, to which was referred an act granting to the 
territory of [owa a quantity of land for the erec. 
tion of public buildings, reported the same without 
ainendinent. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the joint resolution for the relief of 
Edward Beatty, reported the same without amend. 
ment. 

Mr. Webster submitted a resolution for the distri. 
bution of certain books ; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 


Mr. Clay of Alabaina, submitted the following res. 
olution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be instructed to 
report to the senate, ai the commencement of the session 
in December next, or as soon thereafter as may be, 
what measures have been taken since the last report of 
Messrs. Crawford and Balch, in settling the claims of 
the purchasers of reservations growing out ofthe treaty 
of 1832, and pariicularly what further action has been 
had, or may betvre that time yet be had, on the contract 
of J. C. Watson and Co. as conditivnally ratified by 
the late president oi the United States, and upon the as- 
sents of the individual reservees to that contract, purpor- 
iing to have been taken by captain Juhn Page, what 
charges have been made impeaching those assents, to- 
gether wiih the evidence filed thereon. Also cupies of 
all correspondence on the subject of referring said con- 
tract to the examination of a commissioner or commis- 
s oners, with the lisiructions given to said commission- 
er, andhis decision thereon, as to the legality of said 
contract under the treaty, and the validity of the assents 
so taken, particularly wheter any asses:ts purporting to 
be signed by the original reservees, and that he tur- 
n'sh a list of the reservees whose lands are incluied 
in the Watson contracts, and whvu are marked on 
the register of the ceriufying agents as being de.d; 
and also a list of those Ludians enti led to reservations 
whv died and were kiled in the Florida war, and of 
those who died on the route from Alabama to their ces- 
tination west of the Mississippi, as appears from the 
report of the officers in charge of the different emigra- 
ting parties. 

solved, further, That the secretary of war be in- 
structed to issue no patent in confirmation of the Wat- 
son contract, nor to mae any final decision adverse to 
private claimants, and in favor of said contract, until 
the report required in the preceding resolution shall be 
submitted to the examination of the senate. 

On motion by Mr. Wright,the senate took up the bill 
inaking appropriations for the support of the army 
forthe year 1839. After some ainendinents had been 
made, Mr. Websler offered an amendinent appropri- 
ating the sum of $272,000 in payinent for the servi- 
ces of the Massaciiuseits militia during the last war 
with Great Britain. 

After, a short discussion, in which Messrs. 
Wright, Webster and Davis took part, the amend: 
ment was rejected—yeas 17, nays 18. 

Alter the adoption of several amendments, the 
bill was reported to the senate, and Mr. Davis re- 
newed the motion of Mr. Webster, and it was 
decided in the affirinative—yeas 19, nays 16, as fol- 
lows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton. Crittenden, Da- 
vis, Foster, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Norvell, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Ia., Swift, Tall- 
madge, Webster, White, and Williams of Me. —19. 

NAYS— Messrs. Alien. Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Roane, Smith of Connec- 
tient, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—16. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
grossed, : 

A number of private bills from the house, were 
taken up, read a third time, and passed. 

The senate then adjourned. 

March 1. After the passage of several bills, the 
chair submitted the foliowing communication from 
the postmaster general, which was read, and is as 
follows : 

Post office department, Feb. 27, 1839. 

Sir: Just as my messenger was about to start 
for the capitol with several communications, inclu- 
ding my reply to the resolution of the senate, adop- 
ted on the 12th inst., I received their resolution 
of this day, asking why the information then called 
for has not been communicated. 

In reply, I have the honor to state, that the only 
reason I have to give why it has not been before 
comipunicated, is, that it was not ready. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Amos KEenDALL: 
Hon. R. M. Johnson, 
Vice president and president of the senate. 
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eT  eemene x . 

Mr. Sevier moved that the communication be 
cent to the president of the United States, with a 
request that he would disiniss that officer ; where. 
upon, quite an animated discussion took place, ini 
which Messrs. Tullmadge, Sever, Foster, Walker, 
Crittenden, Buchanan, Webster, ant Rives inai.stain- 
ed .the disrespectful and insutting character of 
the letter, and Messrs. Niles, Alten, Benton, and 
Smith, of Connecticut, deiended or patliated the 
letter of the postmaster general. The resolution 
was finally so modified as to read as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the letter of the postmaster general to 
the president of the senate, siating that * the only rea- 
gon why he had not sent an answer to a previous reso- 
jution was because it was not ready,” is considered by 
the senate as disrespecrful to this body. 

Resolved, That said iettes with the resulution to which 
it purports to be an answer, be laid betore the presi- 
dent of the United States for such action as he may deem 

er. 
Pthe question being divided, the vote was taken 
on the first resolution, which was adopted, as fol- 
ows: 
YiEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Ciay, of Alabama, Ciay, of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Foster, Fulton, King, 
Knight, Linn, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, 
Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, South- 
ard, Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, 
Williams, of Maine, Williams, of Mississippi—33. _ 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Hubvard, Niles, 
Pierce, Sith of Connecticut, Wright, Young—S. 

The vote on the second resolution was as fol- 
lows : 

Y#AS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Alaba- 
ma, C.ay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, C:thbert, 
Davis, fuster, fulton, King, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Indiaua, 
Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, White— 


l. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Hubbard, Linn, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Sinith, of Con- 
necticut, Wall, Williams, of Maine, Williams, of Mis- 
sissippi, Wright, Young—i5. 

The senate then took up the resolutions from the 
coiminittee on foreign relations, as published above. 

Mr. Buchanan said the resolutions had already 
been so inuch discussed, that he should now offer no 
further explanation of them, though he would be 
happy to reply to any questions that might be sug- 
gested. 

A considerable debate [to be given hereafter] en- 
sucd in the course of the proceedings on these reso- 





lutions, ian which Messrs. Buchanan, Williams, of 


Maine, Clay, of Kentucky, Norvell, Clay, of Ala- 


bama, Culhoun, Allen, Niles, Benton, Davis, Pres- | 
ion, Walker, Webster, Young, Linn, and Ruggles, 


participated. 

Mr. Williams, of Me., suggested various changes 
in the resolutions, (indistinctly heard, ) and moved to 
stiike out the whole of the 4:h resolution, relating to 
the support of Maine by the government; which 
motion, alter some debate, he withdrew. 

Ou the suggestion of Mr. Norvell that it was the 
constitutional duty of the government to protect all 
the states in any and every case against invasion, 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, demanded that the ques- 
tion on the 4th resolution should be divided, so that 
the senate might vote, Ist, on the expression of a 
mere opinion that Maine ought to withdraw her 
troops trom the disputed territory if New Bruns- 
wick should doso; and 2d, on the want of obliga- 
tion on the government to sustain Maine in case 
she should not follow such an exainple of lorbear- 
ance, 

Mr. Williams, of Maine, moved to strike out the 
last clause of the fourth resolution, which related to 
this hypothetical want of obligation on the general 
government to sustain Maine, and demanded the 
yeas and nays on the question, which were ordered. 

Mr. Young suggested as a substitute for this lasi 
Clause of the fourth resolution, the declaration that 
Maine should leave the ultimate adjustinent of her 
stievances to the governinent of the United States, 
to which it rightfully and constitutionally belonged. 
_ The vote was taken on the motion of Mr. Wil 
liains lo strike out tlfe last clause of the fourth reso- 
lution, aud it was decided in the negative by yeas 
aud nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Clay, of Ala., Davis, 

oster, Hubbar.!, Knicht, Lyon, Norveil, Pierce, Rug- 
gles, Smith, of Connecticut, Walker, Webster, White, 
- itiams, of Maine, Wiliams, of Mississippi, Young— 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
oun, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Fulton, 
King, Linn, Merrick, Morris, scan Nicholas, Niles, 
rentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith, of Ind., Southard, Swifi, Tallmadge, Wright— 


Mr. Webster now moved to strike out the last 
clause of the fourth resolution, as above, and insert 





the substitute of Mr. Young, declaring that Maine 
“should leave the ultimate adjustinent of ber griev- 
ances to the governinent of the United 5 ates, to 
which it rightlully acd constitutionaily belonged ” 

On the suggestion of Mr. Norveil, Mr. W. so 
inodified his amendment as to strike out ‘* the ad 
justment of her grievances,” and iusert the vindica- 
tion of her roghts. 

Tuus modified, the amendment, after some debate, 
was agreed to by yeas and nays, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Bentun, Clay, of Alabama, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Foster, Hubbard, 
Kizht, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Pren- 
uss, Rugyles, Smith, of Connecticut, Waiker, Webster, 
White, Williams, of Maine, Williams, of Mississippi, 
Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay, of Kentucky, Fulton, King, Linn, Merrick, 
Morris, Mouton, Preston, Rives, Roane, Rubinson, 
S vier, Smit, of Indiana, Svuthard, Swift. Tallmadze, 
Wright—2I. 

The three first resolutions of the committee on 
foreign relations on this subject were taken together, 
and agreed to by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala., Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cutibert, Davis, Foster, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Kusisht, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, Morr-s, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvel!, Pierce, Preutiss. Pres- 
ton, Rives, Roane, Rvbinson,Sevier, Siatth, of Connec- 
ticut, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Webster, Wiite, Williams, ot Maine, Wil- 
liams, of Mississip;.i, Wright, Young—44. 

NAY—Mr. Ruzgies—1. 

The fourth resolution, modified as above, was 
unani:mously agreed to, as follows : 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala., Clay, of Kentucky, 
Ciayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Foster, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Merrick. Morris, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preatiss, 
Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier 
Smith, of Connecticut, Smitn, of Indiana, Southard, 
Swilt, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, White, Williams, 
vf Maine, Williains, of Miss., Wright, Young—45. 

Mr. Ruggles otiered as a filth resolution a declara- 
tion that the great and unaccountable procrastination 
in settling this question was a cause of inuch regret, 
and that this government owed it to the Uniled 
States and to hing to require its immediate adjust- 
iment. 

Mr. Davis offered as a substitute for this the de- 
claration that the treaty of 1783 pointed out dis- 
tinctly where this boundary lay, which boundary it 
clearly designated, or designated nothing; aud that 
the question upon it could not remain unsettled 
without endangering the peace of the country. 


At the request of Mr. Buchanan, and others, Mr. 
Davis consented to insert * long” belore ** unsettled.’ 

Mr. Linn said he would like something more 
poitted. 

Mr, Preston said he did n@t see the necessity of 
this resolution, alter the decisive proceedings of this 
evening. 

Ona the call of Mr. Niles, the resolutions of con- 
gress at the last session on this cubjeet were read, 
and appeared so strong and decisive (calling for an 
immediate adjustinent of the question) that Mr. Da- 
vis withdrew his proposition, as not likely to give 
any additional force to the injunction. 


March 2. The senate having taken up the bill 
from the house making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses ol the government for 1839, 
and Mr. Benton having moved to sirike out the ap 
propriation of $5,602 to pay Clarke & Force in part 
jor their documentary history of the United States, 
published under a law of congress— 

Mr. Benton ‘spoke at much length in opposition 
to the appropriation, declaring that he would rather 
the bill should be lost than that this appropriation 
should be made. Mr. Southard spoke in repty, in- 
sisting that thissum was due under a contract which 
was a law of the land; and that congress, belore 
withholding appropriations, ought to declare that 
contract null and void, which no one dared to pro- 
pose in direct terms, or else they ought to make a 
coinprowmise, and allow Clarke & Force suitable 
damages. Alter a few remarks by Mr. Benton, 
mostly inaudible to the reporter, Mr. Culhoun said 
he should be happy to vote for this appropriation, 
but a sense of duty would not allow him to vote in 
favor of giving books to members of congress. He 
agreed, however, if Clarke & Force should sufier 
damage on zccount of a failure in congress to fulfil 
a contract, they ought to remunerated. 

On the call of Mr. Foster, the question was divi 
ded so as to ascertain, first, whether the senate 
would make this appropriation ; and, second, whe- 
ther the books should be distrbuted as provided for 
by the bill. 

The former of these questions was decided in the 
negative, thus striking out the appropriation of 
$5,602, by yeas and nays, as follows: 











YEAS—Mersrs. Al'en, Benton, Brown, Ca:houn, 
Ciay, of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Moun, 
N.cio'as, Niles, Norvell Pierce, Roane, Roviuson, 
Sevier, Smith, of Coun., Walker, Wiliams, of Miss., 
Wight—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayird, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Davis, Fuster, Knight, Mernek, Robbins, Smiih, 
of lnd., Southard, Switt, ‘Tallmadge, Webster—i3. 

The other question, on the distribution of the 
books, was now generally regarded as falling, of 
course, by the negative on the first question; but 
some of the opponents of the appropriation tusisting 
that the vote should be taken, the question of dis- 
tribution (without payment) was negatived by yeas 
and nays, as follows: 

Y HAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
C ay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Fuster, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Kuoight, Mernck, Mouton, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane. Robinevt, Sevier, Smith, 
of Conn.. Sinith, of Indiana, Swift, Walker, Wall, 
White, Williams, of Maine, Wiliams, of Micsissippi, 
Wrizht—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Southard, Webster—3. 

The senate also voted to strike out that provision 
of the bill which required the public priating for 
the executive departinents to be let out on propo- 
sals, and executed by the lowest bidder; and having 
inade some other minor ainendments— 

The bill, so amended, was ordered to a third 
reading, and, by consent, read a third time and 
passed, 

This bill was snbseqnently returned from the 
house, with the information that the house non-con- 
curred in the two above principal ainvndinents made 
by the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, from the committee, 
the senate voted to insist on striking out the pro- 
vision oi the other house for letting out the public 
printing of the executive departinents to the lowest 
bidder. 

Mr. Wright also moved that-the senate reevde 
from their ainendment, striking out the $5,602 ap- 
propriation for Clarke & Force. This motion was 
agreed to by yeas 23, nays 6. 

Mr. Wright, from the coimimittee, moved that the 
senate insist on their refusal to authorize the dis- 
tribution of these books as provided for by the bill. 

Mr. Webster hoped the senate would not do any 
thing in that way. 

The senate determined to insist on their refusal 
to authorize the distribution, by yeas and nays, as 
lollows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Alen, Benton, Buchanan,Calhaun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fos:er, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Lyun, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rob- 
inson, Sevier, S:niin, of Iadiana, Walker, White, Wil- 
liams, of Me.. Williams, of Miss., Wricht—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Webster, Young—7. 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill from 
the hounse for the protection of the northern and 
northwestern frontier. 

Mr. Benton, trom the military committee, repor- 
ted various amendinents to the bill, making an 
agyregate of $1,240,000, viz. $749,000 for fortifi- 
cations much advanced, and $500,000 for others not 
much advanced. 

Mr. Ruggles moved to increase the appropria- 
tion for lortifications in Maine, from $100,000 to 
$200,000. 

This motion was briefly advocated by Messrs. 
Williams, of Maine, and Ruggles, and opposed by 
Messrs. Wright and Clay, of Ala., and negatived 
without a division. 

The appropriation of $100,000 for Maine fortifi- 
cations, was also negatived by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: 

YitAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Foster, Fulton, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Norvel!, Pierce, 
Ruggles. Smith of Connecticut, ‘Tallmadge, Waiker, 
Wall, Webster, Williams, of Maine, Young —19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calloun, Clay, 
of Alabama, Clayton, Hubbard, King, McKean. Mer. 
rick, N:cholas, Nves, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 
Sevier, S uith, of Ia.. Southard, Swilt, Whi:e, Williams 
of Mi., Wright—22. 

The appropriation of $80,000 for the western 
frontier, was briefly advocated by Mr. Fulton and 
Mr, Benton, and opposed by Mr. Culioun, and it 
was carried in the affirmative by yeas and nays, as 
follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Clay, of Al. 
abama, Clavton, Fusier, Fulton, Linn, Lyon, Norvell, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
‘nadge, Walker, White, Williams, of Me., Williams 
of Mi., Young—20. ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Hubbard 
King. McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Pren- 
iiss, Roane, Robbins, Smith, of Con., Southard, Swift 
Wall, Wright—17. ; 

The appropriations of $749,000 for fortifications 
and other military defences on the Atlantic and 
Gulf coast, were now taken together, advocated b 
Mr. Benton and Mr. Davis, who stated that there 
was recently not.a gun at Boston ina condition to 
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fire a salute, which he supposed was generaily the 
case ; and opposed by Mr. Cuthoun, who said theve 
Were always ready guns by hundreds when he was 
coniected with the departments; and if the inillions 
recently appropriated had been thus wasted, this 
pittance would do nothing: and then this whole 
appropriation was negatived by yeas and nays, as 
foliows: 

Yi AS--Messrs. Allen, Bavard, Benton, Clay, of 
Ala., Davis, Fuiton, Knight, Nicholas, Robbins, Rag- 
gles, Walker, Wall, Weoster, Williams of Maine—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Ciay, of Ky., 
Critienden, Cuthbert, Foster, Hubbard, Lyon, McKean, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prenuss, Preston, Roane, Sevier, 
Sith, of Con., Smith, of La., Swift, Watie, Williams, 
of Mi., Wright, Young—23. 

The bill, as auended, was now reported to the 
senate, and alter a brief conversation the appropria- 
tion of $80,000 for the western frontier, made in 
Comittee, was non-concurred in, or lost, in senate, 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Y&AS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Fulton, 
Linn, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Ia., Walker, 
Webster, White, Williams of Maiiie—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Davis, Hubs 
bard, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, tees Roane, Smith, of Con., Southard, 
Swit, Wall, Wright—13. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third rea- 
ding, and by consent read a third time and passed. 

The bill giving to the president of the United 
States additional powers for the defence of the Uni- 
ted States in certain cases against invasion, and for 
other purposes, was received lroin the other house, 
the 16th joint rule in the way of its reception was 
suspended, and the senate proceeded forthwith to 
consider the bill. 

A very animated and earnest debate followed, (to 
be given hereafier,) in which Messrs. Buchanan, 
Tullmadge, Williams of Maine, Merrick and Walk- 
er, spoke in favor of the immediate passage of the 
bill as it was, and Mr. Southard in favor of some 
little delay, or at least of modifying it so far as to 
strike out the provision for 50,000 volunteers. 

Mr. Southard accordingly moved that the bill be 
referred to the committee on foreign affairs, to 
whom, so far, this subject had been entrusted; 
which motion was promptly and strongly nega- 
tived. 

Mr. S. after some remarks, moved to strike out 
the contingent provision for 50,000 volunteers, 
which motion was forthwith decided in the nega- 
tive, as fullows: 

Y HA—Mr. Southard—1. 

NAYS-—-Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Davis, Foster, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., 
Smith, of Indiana, Swift, 'l'allmadge, Walker, Wail, 
Webster, White, Williains, of Me., Williams, of Miss., 
Wrizht, Young—3s. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading by a 
unanimous vote, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun. Clay, of Alabama, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King. Knight, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preniiss, 
Preston, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, 
Williams, of Maine, Williams, of Mississippi, Wright, 
Young—41. ’ 

And, by unanimous consent, the bill was forth- 
with read a third time and passed. 

On Sunday— 

Mr. Ruggles asked leave to withdraw the memo- 
rial of Thoinas Jefferson Sinith, presented by hima 
few days since, for the reason that he had discover- 
ed it to contain language derogatory ard offensive 
towards W. A. Whitehead, another memorialist, on 
the same subject, whose memorial had been with. 
drawn for a similar reason by the senator from Mich- 
igan. He certainly would not bave presented it 
had he been iware of the indecorous langnage it 
contained, to which his attention bad since been 


called. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, Feb. 28. The house met at 19 0’clock 
this morning, pursuant toits order of yesterday. 
The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the motion to print the report made yesterday by 


appointed on the 24th of January to inquire into the 
character and amount of proof which is reqnired by 
existing laws and regulations to establish claims on 
the United States for revolutionary.services in the 
Virginia continental and state lines and navy, and 
whether anv, and what, further legislative provisions 
be necessary in regard to the mode of adjusting and 
allowing claims for such services; and which report 


was adverse to further appropriations for the satis-| $G- Phe debate at length on this question, shall have | 


faction of said warrants. 


The pending question being on the motion to print, 
Mr. Briggs, trow the said cominittee, now moved the 
printing of 5900 extra copies. And Mr. B. made 
some explanations in relation to the proceediigs in 
the committee. Mr. Mallory also made a statement 
in relation to the organization of the committee, and 
the proceedings therein in relation te the report, and 
in opposition to the motion to print. Mr. Wise call- 
ed for the reading of the report; and the clerk com- 
menced the reading, which was not concluded when, 
the hour having elapsed, the house passed to the or- 
ders of the day. 

On leave, Mr. Thomas offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of accounts be instruct- 
ed to settle and certify the accounts of the members of 
the committee of investigation into the defaleatious of 
Swart \out and others, on the same principle as regu- 
tated the settlement o1 the accounts of the investigating 
cummittce of the late Bunk of the U. States. 

Mr. De Graff, at the request of Mr. Morris, of 
Pa., iinmediately moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the said resolution was agreed to. 

The motion was considered at this time; and, af- 
ter a few remarks from Mr. Johnson, of Va., in favor ; 
of the reconsideration, the question was taken, and 
the motion to recousider was negatived, ayes 56, 
noes 57, 

The bill making appropriations for the protection 
of the northern frontier of the United States, was or- 
dered to a third reading, and then passed. 

Tie house then took up the bill making appropri- 
ations for preventing and suppressing Indian hostiii- 
ties in Fiorida fur the year 1839—the question being 
on the final passage thereof. When Mr. Bell moved 
his amendinent moved in committee, for paying the 
value of horses and equipage of the Tennessee and 
other volunteer troops who. have been in service in 
the Fiorida war, &c. which amendwent, having been 
modified, was agreed to. Mr. Grantland moved fur- 
ther to amend the bill by inserting the following : 

“For refunding to the state uf Georgia money ex- 
pended for the pay and subsistence of the troops called 
into service by the executive of that state to repel the 
invasion of Indians in the neighborhood of the Okefe- 
noke swamp, the sum of $385,223.” 

The letter from the war department, read last 
evening, was again read, 

Afier some explanations from Mr. Mason, cf Ohio, 
Mr. Petrikin demanded the pievious question, which 
was seconded. 

The main question was ordered to be put, (thus 
cutting otf Mr. Grantland’s amendment.) and the biil 
was ordered to a third reading, and was forthwith 
read a third line and passed. 

Mr. Cumbreleng moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable hiin to oiler the following resolution: 

Resolved, (with the concurrence of the senate,) That the 
16th joint rule of the two houses, which provides that 
no bill which shall have passed one house shall be sent 
fur concurrence to the ojher on either of the three last 
days of the session, is &teby suspended, so far as re- 
spec's bills of the house of representatives of the follow- 
ing utles: A bill making appropriation for preventing 
and suppressing Indian hostilities for the yesr 1839; 
and a bill making appropriation for the protection of 
tie northern frontier. 

The yeas and nays were called, but not ordered ; 
and the qnestion having been taken, the rules were 
suspended. Mr Adams urged that the suspension 
be made general. Various motions were made to 
include other bills. Mr. R. Garland moved to in- 
clude the bill providing for taking the next census. 
Mr. Cambreleng accepted this as a modification. Mr. 
S. Williams moved to ainend the resolution so as to 














| would be a contest of mere physical strength as to 





y Dy | Williams, and demanded the previous question, 
Mr. Hall, of Vermont, froin the select committee | which was seconded. 


inake the suspension general. Mr. Randolph in- 
quired whether the effect of the amendment would 
not be to compel the house to sit all day on Sunday ? 
The Speaker was understoo.| to reply in the affirma- 
tive. Mr. R. said he*should then object, and asked 
the yeas and nays on the adoption of the amendment. 
Mr. Pickens objected to the whole schetne, and in 

quired of the chair whether the suspension would not 
require a vote of two-thirds. The Speaker said the 
house had decided that the two-thirds principle ap- 
plied to its own rules, and not to the rules of the 
senate. Mr. Pickens proceeded to say that there | 


what bills should be passed ; when the Speaker inti- 
mated to Mr. P. that the question was not debatable. 
Mr. Shields protested against the amendinent of Mr. 


» The main question was ordered, and taken, and 
the resolution was adopted. 


_ Mr. Howard, froin the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, on leave, reported a bill, accompanied by a re- 








port, giving additional powers to the president for | 
| the defence of the United States, the proceedidgs on | 
| which were state in the last “Reerster.” 
j (Fk rT the bill, SPP 1 re 16: the report, nage D4. 





a place hereafter.) 


ee 
———— 


EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. Thomas baving moved a resolution for the 
compensation of the investigating coimuinittee in a 
manner corresponding to preceding practice on that 
subject ; which was agreed to— 

r. Morris, from the committee ofaccounts, made 
a statement in exculpation of that committee {or 
having refused to allow a certain account presented 
to them by the chairman of the investigaiing com. 
mittee. 

The committee then resumed the consideration of 
the bi | for taking the next census. Mr. Loomis, of 
New York, moved an amendment proposing to add 
certain items to the returns of the marshals relating 
to the ages of unmarried persons. It excited no 
little merriment in the committee, and was rejec. 
ted. The bill was farther amended, and finally or. 
dered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

[During the discussion Mr. Wise made explana. 
tions in reply to certain statements of Mr. Morris, 
and in defence of the investizating committee. ] 

On motion of Mr. Grant, the house then went 
into cominittee of the whole on the state of the un- 
ion, (Mr. Briggs, of Massachusetts, in the chair,) 
and took up the bill for the continuance of the Cum. 
berland road through the states of Indiana, Illincis, 
and Missouri—ayes 70, noes 55. The bill having 


lbeen read, Mr. McKennan offered an amendment 


appropriating $20,000 for the erection of guard fen- 
ces Ou that portion of the road lying east of the 
Ohio, and $500 for widening a certain turn in the 
road on the side of Laurel Hill. The amenduient 
was rejected. Mr. W. Cost Johnson moved to ap- 
propriate $80,000 for the extenzion of the road from 
the Monocacy to Rockville, in Maryland. This 
also was rejected. Mr. Robertson of Virginia, moved 
to strike out the enacting clause ofthe bill. It was 
negatived—ayes 54, noes 70. Mr. Yell moved to 
amend the bill by appropriating $65,000 for a road 
from Memphis to Little Rock, in Arkansas. Mr 
Elmore moved to amend the bili by striking out the 
clause which provides that the cost of the road be 
reimbursed out of the two per cent. fund. On this 
motion a highly animated debate arose, in which 
Messrs. Elinore, Muson of Ohio, Thompson, Thom- 
as, Dawson, Robertson, Gurland of Louisiana, aud 
Herod participated ; when, at about 10 o’clock, the 
cominiltee rose (ayes 63, noes 60) and reported pro- 
gress. 

The census bill was read a third time by its title, 
and passed. 

When the house, on motion of Mr. Elmore, ad- 
journed, 

Friday, March 1. The following senate resolu- 
tion and bills were reported upon by Mr. Bouldin, 
and all passed, viz : 

Joint resolution authorizing the opening of an 
alley and the execution of certain deeds in the cily 
of Washington; the bill to extend the jurisdiction 
of the corporation of the city of Washington over 
the Potomac bridge ; and the bill to incorporate the 
Georgetown college in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Ewing endeavored to get up the Cumberland 
road bill; Mr. Graves, to obtain the consideration 
ofa resolution moved by hi:n concerning the ac- 
counts of C. J. Ingersoll (late U. S. attorney in 
Pennsylvania) withthe United States; Mr. Mercer, 
to have leave given to committees to report. All 
these motions were overruled, two-thirds of he 
votes being requisite to their success. 

The following executive communications were 
received and laid on the table, viz: 

A mnessage from the president of the United States, 
in obedience to a resolution of the house of the 18th 
January last, calling for acopy of a despatch from 
Mr. Stevenson, our minister at London, on the sub- 
ject of the tobacco trade. 

A communication from the treasurer of the [nited 
States, transmitting copies of his accounts settled 
by the accounting officers of the treasury, for the 
third and fourth quarters of 1837 and first and se- 
cond quarters of 1838, . 

A letter from the secretary of war, in obedience 
to a resolution of the honse of representatives of the 
19th ultimo, calling for a statement of the proceed- 
ings of his department in the execution of the first 
and second provisions of the fourth article of the 
treaty of the Ist November, 1837, with the Winne- 
bago Indians. 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting 4 
report of the commissioner of Indian affairs, and one 
of the second auditor of the treasury, in answer to 
the resolution of the 16th ultimo, calling for infor- 
mation in reference to the treaty with the Potta- 
watamie Indians, of the 25th, 26th, and 27th Octo- 


| ber, 1832. 


A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting 
repor's from the coinmissioner of Indian atfairs and 
second auditor, in reply to a resolution of the house 
of repiesentatives of the 28th January last,.ia rela- 
tion to the execution of the treaties of 1832 and 
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1330 with the Choctaws. 
‘A communication from the secretary of the trea- 


Psury, in compliance, as far as practicable, with the 


resolution of the house of the 31st December last, 
in relation to the condition of the banks in Wiscon- 


ai The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Lincoln, 
of Massachusetts, in the chair,) on the bill reported 
py the cominittee on foreign reiations, in connexion 
with their report upon the subject of the existing 
difficulties in relation to the northeastern boundary. 

The bill having been read, Mr. W. Thompson ex- 

ressed the hope that, with a view to give more so- 
emnity to this proceeding, the question on the bill 
should be taken without debate, and by a vote as 
nearly unaninious as possible. 

This suggestion not being acceded to, a long de- 
bate followed, which was participated in by Messrs. 
Howard, Kennedy, Biddle, and Evans ; aud, inciden- 
tallv, by Messrs. Pickens, Elmore, Robertson, Til- 
linghust, Mercer, Menefee, Craig, Adums, and Naylor. 

Mr. Evans (who spoke in 1eply to Mr. Biddle, ) 
had not concluded his remarks, when, the hour of 3 


® 


' having arrived, the house took a recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 
Mr. Evans resumed his speech and continued to 


' occupy the floor for a considerable time, when he 


was succeeded by Mr. Fillmore, who urged some 
provision for the defence of the lakes, and laid on the 


. table an amendment empowering the president to 
| im and equip as many steamboats as he might 


deem proper for thatend. Mr. Menefee next took 


| the floor, and warinly advocated the necessi!y of vin- 





st 9 a 


5S ge 


® those in the bill. 


m2 


2 cepa ae 


apy we 


© tothe bill. 


| Were great doers. 


© dicating the national honor. Mr. Saltonstall opposed 


> the bill as preinature, and read extensively from the 
- docuinents to show that Great Britain had no right 
to claim the existence of any understanding between 

the two governments for her exclusive possession of 


_ the disputed territory, yet the course of our govern- 


ment had beén such as to encourage such an idea; and 
therefore, we ought to give time for explanation. He 
charged Maine with rashness and indiscretion in the 


» movement which she had made. 


Mr. Legare defended the bill, denied it was a war 


| measure, but insisted that its tendency was to peace. 


He examined the question of right, and vindicated 
the stand taken by the state of Maine. Mr. Pickens 


_ replied to the remarks of Mr. Menefee, and said that 
' national interest ought to be looked at as well as na- 


tional honor. He deprecated war, and thought peace 


might be preserved; but was prepared to go any 


length when war was inevitable. He opposed the 


_ second section of the bill, which empowers the presi- 
' dentto raise 20 new regiments, &c. 

| insisted that it would be an empty bravado to pass 
’ the rest of the bill, and not the second section, which 
) gave vilality and force to the whole. 


Mr. Naylor 


He concluded 
that the country must do something in the case, and 
supported the bill as fit and necessary. Mr. Prentiss 
replied io some of the remarks of Mr. Pickens, and 


treated with ridicule the idea of looking at interest 
» when honor was at stake. 
* nation of the several parts of the bill—opposed the 


He went into an exami- 


Second section, and wished the residue better guard- 
» ed, and the discretion of the president more restrict- 
ed. Mr. Hoffman went into an explanation of the 
reasons why, although a representative of a great 
cominercial emporium, which must be most sensibly 
injured by war, should it come, he gave his support 
He then went into a brief exemination 
| of the existing difficulty, and insisted on the neces- 
 Sity of supporting the national rights and character 
/atevery sacrifice. Mr. Thompson followed in a 
- Similar course of remark, commenting with great se- 
verily on the injustice and arrogance of the British 
| claims, and the course of the provincial government 
onthis occasion, and pledged his constituents and 
himself to the whole extent of their means to stand 
by the government. 

Mr. W. Cos! Johnson inoved the subtance of the 
foundry bill to be inserted as an amendment. 

Mr, Wise treated the whole debate as a matter of 
amusement. Those who talked so much seldom 

The whole danger as he under- 
Stood, was like to pass away; but, if not, he op- 

| Posed giving to any president powers:so large as 

He offered, by way of substitute, 

| {he resolutions moved in the senate by Mr. Buchanan, 
and then moved that the committee rise ; but con- 
‘ented to withdraw the motion under a pledge that 
it should be renewed. 

Mr. Evans stated that information had been re- 
Ceived through the papers by the evening’s mail, 
{ at a special messenger had passed though Augusta, 

laine, with despatches from sir John Harvey for 
the British minister here, the contents unknown ; 

| Sut generally understood and believed to be expres- 
‘ive of his determination to take no further step un- 
"the reception of the minister’s reply. It was not 


ith the Chickasaw Indians, and the treaty of 








certainly true, though he was strengly inclined to 
believe that it was. 

He then went into a course of very severe ani- 
madversion on the speech of Mr Saltunstall, par- 
ticularly as cotning trom a member from Massachiu- 
setts, who had been the first to resist British aggres- 
sion; and, as a contrast to the positions of that gen- 
tleman, read a series of resolutions, just received, 
from the legislature of Massachusetts, luliy support: 
ing Maine 1m all she had done, and proftering for ber 
aid the loan of a million of dollais. He further 
stated that an agent of Massechusetts had accompa- 
nied the agent of Maine in the late transactions, and 
had concurred fully in all that was done; that the 
panty who went to support the shevill, though they 

ad arins with them to resist, if need be, an armed 
body of trespassers which they understood to be col- 
lected in a considerable force within the territory, 
had taken care to carry them boxed up, and had de- 
termined not to open the boxes until the actual ne- 
cessity arrived of a foicible conflict. It was nota 
military expedition, but strictly a civil one to en- 
force the execution of a writ. As to the secret ses- 
sion of the legislature, it had been secret to cor:ceal 
the movement, not from the general government 
here, or the provincial government beyond the lines, 
but from the trespassers, whoin it was desirable to 
seize before they could make good their retreat. 


After some general remarks on the necessity, 
whether the pacific intelligence were true or false, 
of still passing the bill, Mr. E., according to his 
pledge, moved the rising of the committee, but 
hoped the motion would not prevail. 

[it was now midnight.) 

The question being put, it was carried, and there- 
upon the committee rose and reported progress. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, it was ordered that 
the consideration of this bill be the special order for 
to-morrow at 11 o’clock, to take precedence of ail 
other business. 

Mr. Petrikin moved a reconsideration of the vote 
on a bill for the benefit of the Georgetown college, 
but did not press it. 


Mr. Wise obtained the printing of his substitute 
for the military preparation bill; which was as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representulives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 
Thai congress can discover notrace, throughout the long 
correspondence which has been submitted to thei, be- 
:ween the governments of Great Britain and the United 
States, of any understanding, express or implied, much 
less of any “explicit agreement,’ such as is now al- 
leged, that the territory in dispute between them on 
the northeastern boundary of the latter shall be placed 
and remain under the exclusive jurisd ction of lier Bri- 
tannic majesty’s government until the settlement of the 
question ; on the contrary, it appears that there was 
and isa clear subsisting understawding between the 
parties, under which they have both acted, that, antl 
this question shall be finally determined, each of them 
shall refrain from the exercise of jurisdiction over any 
portion of the disputed territory, except such perts of it 
as may have been in the actual possession of one or the 
other party. 

That whilst the United States are bound, in good 
faith, to comply with this understanding, during the 
pendency of negotiations, congress cannot perceive 
that the state of Maine has violated the spirit of it by 
merely sending, under the authority of the legislature, 
her land agent, with a sufficient force, into the disputed 
territory, for the sole purpose of — lawless tres- 
passers engaged in impairing its value by cutting down 
the timber; both parties having a common night, and 
being bound by a common duty, to expel such intruders 
from a territory to which each claims title, taking care, 
however, to retire within the acknowiedged limits 
when this single object shall have been accomplished. 

That should her Britannic majesty’s government, in 
violation of the clear understanding between the par- 
ties, persist in carrying its avowed determination into 
execution, and attempt, by military force. to assume ex- 
clusive jurisdictign over the disputed territory, all of 
which, they firmly believe, rightfully belongs to the state 
of Maine, ihe exigency, in the opinion of congress, will 
then have occurred, rendering 1 the impera‘ive duty of 
the president, under the constitution and the laws, to 
call forth the militia, and employ the military force of 
the United States, for the purpose of repelling such an 
invasion. And in this event congress will cordially co- 
operate with and sustain the president in defending the 
rights of the country. | <3 

That should the British authorities refrain from at- 
tempting a military occupation of the territory in dis- 
pute, and from enforcing their claim to exclusive juris- 
diction over it by arms, that then, in the opinion of con- 
giess, the state of Maine ought, on her part, to pursue a 
course of similar forbearance, and leave the ultimate 
vindication of her rights to the general government of 
the United States, to which it rightfully and constitu- 
tionally belongs. 

That the president of the United States should, in the 
exigency of war with Great Britain, immediately con- 
vene the congress of tlie United States. 

That the sum of eighteen thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 


reasury not otherwise appropriated, for cutfit and sa- 
lary of a special minister to Great Britain: Provided, 
the president of the United States shall deem it expe- 
dient to appoint the same. 


The house took up sundry bills on the speaker’s 
table, which had come back from the senate with 
amine: dinents. 

The amendments to the bill for the relief of Jo- 
seph M. Hernandez were concurred in, and the bill 

assed. 

The senate’s amendment to the bill for the erec- 
tion of a new jail in Washington, requiring the ad- 
dition of $1,000 to the appropriation by the house 
of $30,000 for the erection of that building. The 
bill was referred to a committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. © 

The house bill for the support of the army, with 
sundry amendments from the senate, was referred 
in like manner. 

The senate’s amendment to the bill for the relief 
of the Springfield Manufacturing Company, having 
been read, 

Mr. Culhoun, of Massachusetts, moved that the 
said amendment be nou-concurred in. 

Various attempts were made to get a quorum on 
this motion, and several motions for adjournment 
were made, the last of which succeeded: ayes 73, 
noes 59; and so 

The house adjourned at half past 12 o’clock. 


Saturday, March 2. On motion of Mr. Noyes, 
ordered that three additional members be appoint- 
ed on the committee on enrolled bills. 


The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was the report of the select committee on the sub- 
ject of the Virginia land clains. Mr. C:abbo moved 
to suspend the rule for the purpose ef receiving 
reports of committees, and of taking up and dispos- 
ing of bills on the speaker’s table; on which mo- 
tion there appeared ayes 35, noes 37. (No quo- 
rum.) Mr. Mallo:y woved a callof the house ; 
which was ordered. And the roll having been call- 
led, 91 members answered to their names. And 
the names of the absentees having been called, 
‘there appeared 114 answering to their names. 
ing other meinbers having appeared, and it hav- 





ing been ascertained that a quorum was present, 
(on motion of Mr. Hopkins, ail further proceedings 
on the call were dispensed with. Mr. Hopkins 
then withdrew his motion to suspend the. rule for 
the purpose above mentioned, but moved to sus- 
_pend the rule for the purpose of introducing a reso- 
‘lution providing for the pay of messengets for ex- 
‘tra services: which motion was rejected. Mr. 
Mercer moved a suspension of the rule until half. 
past eleven, for the purpose of receiving reports of 
committees, and disposing of the business on the 
i|table; which motion was agreed to. Sundry re- 
ports were made. Among the reports was one by 
Mr. Howard, {rom the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, on the subject of our relations with Mexico. 
Mr. Howurd said that the report concluded with 
certain resolutions which, in consequence of the 
want of tine, he would not ask the house to act 
upon. The reports and resolutions weie laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. [For the 
report and resolutions see page 25.] Some other 
business having intervened, Mr. Biddle rose and 
inade inquiry whether the above report included a 
certain petition heretofore presented by himself, 
from New Orleans?) Mr. Howard replied affirma- 
tively. Mr. Biddle complained that the report was 
inade in such an obscure way as not to attract at- 
tention. Mr. Howard said that the report had not 
been made in an obscure way, but as usual. The 
noise, however, was so great that scarcely a word 
conld be heard of any thing that passed. Mr. Bid- 
dle said he did not speak with a view to impugn the 
course of the chairman of the committee on foreign 
affairs, but simply in justification of himself for not 
noticing the report when it was made. 

A number of ineffectual motions were made to 
suspend the rule for the purpose of proceeding to 
the consideration of particular bills, &c. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Thomas, the senate bill in relation to 
the courts of New Orleans was taken up, read 
twice, and committed. Mr. Graves asked the 
house to take up the resolution of inquiry in re- 
lation to Charles J. Ingersoll, late district attorney 
at Philadelphia. Objection was made. Mr. G, 
moved a suspension of the rule; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Keim stated it to be the desire of Mr. Inger- 
soll that the resolution should pass. Mr. K. was 
authorized so to state. Mr. Graves asked leave to 
consider another resolution heretofore offered by 
him; which was objected to. The resolution was 
agreed to. And the house then passed to the spe- 
cial order of the day. 

The house then again resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union on the 
bill reported by the committee on foreign relations 
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in coungsion with the existing difficulties in rela. 
tion to the northeastern boundary. Mr. Cushiag 
was entitied to the floor, but yielded to Mr. Salioa- 
sali lor the purpose of explanation. Mr. Suallon- 
stull expressed his fears that, from severe cold, he 
sioid sesrcely be able to make himself heard. 
Mr. S. then proceeded to make an explanation in 
rela’'iou to the course of argument adopted by him 
yes erday, and which had been inisapprehendéd, 
Afier Mr. 8. had coneluded, Mr. Cushing took the 
floor, Mr. Cumbreleng inquired if the geutleinan 
would yield the flour to alow hiin to make a state- 
ment. Mr. Cushing said he would, if the gentleman 
would be brief. 

Mr. Cambreleng then said he perceived that mem- 
bers were preparing to leave the city, and he 
would give notice that the three most iinportant 
appropriation bills—the ariny, the navy, and the 
civil and diploinatic appropriation bills—were still 
p:nding between the two houses with some a:nend- 
nents. If these bills were not acted on this eve- 
ning, it might be necessary to sit to-morrow. Mr. 
C. hoped that the house wonld not be driven to this 
necessity, and that the discussion now going on 
might be terminated. In any event, he hoped gen- 
tlemen wonld not leave the city until these bills 
were passed. Mr. Wise inquired of the chairman 
‘of the committee of ways and means whether it was 
hisintention to bring up the sub-treasury bill. Mr. 
Cambreleng said the gentleman knew that it could 
not be called up. Mr. Cushing, The gentleman 
might as well attempt to raise a dead inan to life. 
The debate was then resumed; and the committee 
was ad ‘ressed by Messrs. Cushing, Bid:/le, (in expla- 
nation) Crary, Adams, Bell and Everett. 

Mr. Smith took the floor, but the bour of three 
having arrived. the house took a recess until half 
past four o’clock. 


EVENING SITTING. 

Mr. Evans addressed the house for a short time 
in explanation ofsoine portion of his remarks, made 
on Friday evening, which he ad:niited to have been 
too severe on an henorabie yentieman, (Mr. Salion- 
stail,) for whom he eherisled the hivhest possible 
personal respect. He then proceeded to express 
his entire conviction of the rectitude of that gentle- 
man’s motives, and acquitted him of the remotest 
purpose of strenstheninz the hands of a foreigza 
power against the interests of his own country and 
state. 

Mr. dims made a similar explanation in regard 
to Mr. Biddle, ou whoin he pronou iced a short but 
beautiful euloginm.* He insisted on his own right 
to combat the arguments of any other member 
with all the force in his power, and protested 


with which he had resisted the speech of Mr. B. 
was but a proof'in how higha degree he appreciated 
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borrowed, or any pari thereof; and the same to be sold 
upon the best erins that may be offered atier public 
nodce fur propusals for the samé: provided, That no 
engagement or contract shall be entered into which 
shall preclude the United States from reimbursing any 
sum or sums thus bor:owed afver the expiration of five 
yeurs trum the first of January next; and that the rate 
of iaterest shail not exceed five per cent., payable semi- 
aanually. 

And be tt further enected, That the sum of eighteen 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
»ppropriated, for ou'fit and salary of a special min s.er to 
Great Britain: provided, the presideut of the United 
S.a es shall deem it expedient tv appvint the same. 

Mr. W. expressed his hope that the cuminittee 
would be brougtt to a unanimous vote in favor of 
this ainendment. It went to avoid all the disputed 
questions on the bill, and reduced if in fact to a con- 
tingeut apprupriation of five millions of dollars. 
Mhis was as far as he cou.d go. The whole mea- 
sure was, at last, but a menace: and, as such, it 
would, with such a power as Great Britain, operate 
rather as an obstacle to negotiation, than an auxil- 
iary to its suecess. He was willing to vote a de- 
claratory resolution like that he hed offered; but 
he would not make the president a sole judge vf 
the expediency of peace or war, &c. He was wil- 
ling to trust the present executive in a matter of 
that kind as far as he would any man, because he 
was not of a warlike disposition—but a chieftain 
night hereafter rise, and plead this act as a prece- 
dent. He believed the Mise about war to be all 
humbug: but, if a war did ensue, he would not 
only go as far as these resolutions went, but he 
would go further—he woald ask president Van Bu- 
ren for an office. 

A voice. ‘* What will it be ?’’ 

Mr. W. did not say: but observed that, if this 
substitute should not be agreed to, he would then 
move resolutions generally siinilar to those which 
had been sub.nilted to the senate by a senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan.) 


The question being put, the amendment was ne- 
ga.ived : ayes 73, noes d4. 

Mr. Wise now moved to strike ont the second 
section of the bill, and after the reading of a sub- 
Stitute for that seclion, which Mr. McKuy was de- 

{ offering when in order, the question was 
taken by tellerson Mr. Wise’s tnotion to strike out, 
and decided in the affirmative : ayes $5, noes 78; so 
the second section of the biil was ordered to be 
stricken out. 


Mr McKay (chairman of the military commit- 
tee) now moved to fiil the blank occasioned by the 


‘above vote, by inserting the foilo ing: 
ayainst ils being interpreted as the slightest reflec- | 
tion against such meinber: and the strennonsness | 


the talents of that gentleman, and their ettect upon | 


the honse. 
The quostion being ona motion of Mr. W. C. 


Johnson to amend the bill by inserting a provision | 


for the purchase of a site for a foundry of cannon, 
Mr. J. supported the motion ina short speech, 

and then, at the request of Mr. Robertson, modified 
his motion so as to require thai the piece of ground 
purchased should not be less than 50 nor over 100 
acres, 

The question being then taken, the amendment 
was negatived. 


Mr. Wise moved to amend the bill by striking 
out all alter the enacting clause, and inserting the 
following as a substitute : 

That the suin of five m lion of dollars is hereby ap- 
propriated and placed at the disposal of the president 
to defiay any expense whicli may be incurred by the 
employment of the naval and military forces of the 
United States, and such portion of the miliia as he 
may deem necessary to be called into service, to repel 
or prevent any actual invasion of the territory of the 
United States by any foreign power, at any time before 
congress can be convened to act upon the subject; to 
provide for which, the secretary of the treasury is au- 
thorized to borrow muney on the credit of the United 
S:ates, and to cause to be issued certificates of stock, 
signed by the register of the treasury, for the sum to be 





* Editors of the National Intelligencer. 
Washington, March 4, 1839, 
GenTLEMEN: [ note with regret an inaccuracy in the 
report of the debates of Saturday evening, which it be- 
comes me, more than any other person, tocorrect. The 
compl:mentary remarks of Mr. Adams, there alluded to, 
however comprehensive they might be deemed, evident- 
ly sprung froin an impulse whose direction was mainly, 
if not exclusively, towards his own estimable and distin- 
guished colleague, the hon. Mr. Saltonstall. Uader any 
circumstances, I should be pained at such an error, 
bat far more so when the peculiar position of Me. 8. 
rendered the tribute to him an act of bare justice. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. Bropte. 





carried: ayes 105, noes not counted. 














Sec 2. And be it further enacted, Triat the militia, 
when called into the service of the Un'ted States by 
virtue of this act, or of the act eutitled ** An act to pro- 
vide for culling forth the militia to execute the laws of 
the union, Suppress insurrections, repelinvasion, and to 
repeal the act now in force for those purposes.” may, if 
in the opinion of the president of the Unned S:cates the 
public interest require it, be compelled to serve fora 
term not exceeding six moutlis afier their arrival at the 
pluce et rendezvous, in ay one year, unless sooner dis- 
charged. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That in the event 
of actual invasion of the territory of the United Siates 
by any foreign power, or of imininent danger of such 
invasion discuvered in his opinion to exist before con- 
“ress can be convened to act upon the suvject, the pre- 
sident be, and he is hereby, authorized if he deem the 
same expedient, to accept the services of any number 
of volunteers, not exceeding fifty thousand, in the man- 
ner provided for in an acteutided * Anact authorizing 
the prisident of the United States to accept the services 
of vulinteers and to raise an additional regiment of 
dragovns or mounted riflemen,” approved May 23, 
1336. 

A member moved to extend the term of militia 
service to twelve months, instead of six, but it was 
negatived. ‘The question on Mr. McKay’s amend- 
inent was then divided; and being put first on so 
inuch as relates to the terin of militia service, it was 
The question 
being then put on the residue of the amendment, 


relating to volunteers—Mr. Wise opposed it as go- 


ing, in substance, to re-enact the 2d section, which 
had just been stricken out. Mr. McKay denied 
this, and spoke a short tlme in vindication of the 
anendment. Mr. Briggs moved to amend the 
amendment by limiting the namber of volunteers 
10 12,0090. Rejected. The ainendinent was then 
srreed fo: 191. So the fieuse adopted boti: 
ances of the amendment moved by Mr McKay 
Mr Wise ouleved an awendment limiting the ope- 
ration of the bill tu thirty days after the commence- 
ment of the next session of congress; which was 
agreed to. Mr. Howard moved to fill the blank 
which related to the number of millions which the 
president was empowered to borrow to earry into 
effect the purposes of this act, by inserting «“ten.” 
Another member (not known by the reporter, in the 


ayes 
j 
UI 


7 —= 
confusion which prevailed,) moved « twenty,» 
Mr. Wise moved * five.” The question being py 
first on the the highest number, “twenty,” was 
negatived. And the blank was filled with the worg 
“ten :” ayes 95, no s 64. 

Mr. fidlmore moved the following amendment; 

“And to build, purcha-e, or charter, arm, equip, and 
man such vessels and steaiboats un the norihera lakes 
and rivers whuse waters communicate with the U rice 
States and Great Britain, as he shali deen necessary 
io protect tue United States trom invasion irom hg 
quarter.” 
Mr. Bronson and Mr. Fillmore spoke waruily 
in support of the amendment, which was agreed {9 
—-ayes 107. 

Ao amendment, empowering the president tg 


‘arm all the fortifications, was moved by soine ney. 


ber not ascertained by the reporter, and negalived, 

Mr. McKay now woved to amend the bill by adg. 
ing thereto the following : 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Tha: in the event of 

either of the conuayeucies provided tor in the Ist and 
3d sections of this act; the preside..t of the Uiied 
Siates sali be authorized tu apply a pari, not exceed. 
ing $1 090,000, of the apprupsiauea made tu Lis act, 
tu repairing or arming furuticauous along the seaboard 
aod ironwer. 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That whenever ini. 
litia or voluiieers ure Cuiled lato the service of the Ux). 
ted States, tuey shall have the organization of the ariuy 
of the Uuired Siaies, and shall receive the same pay 
and allowances. 

These sections were both agreed to. 

Mr. Prati otfered an amendinent for the construc. 
tion of three steain-trigates. 

Mr. Pickens wariu.y remonstrated against thus 
encuubersing the bill with amendments, and declar- 
ed, if it were persisted in, he should teel biinself 
obliged to vote against the bil soamended. Tlie 
ainendment proposed by Mr. Pratt was rejecte), 
Several other ineffectual attempts were made to 
amend the bill; when, on motion of Mr. Howard, 
the commitiee rose, and reported the bili to the 
house. 

In the honse, the bill being taken up— 


concurred in, yeas 153, nays 47, 





{To be continued. ] 
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Mr. Howard proposed to concur inaltthe amend. Pynunicaty 
menis reported by the committee of the whoie ; but Pthat the 1 
a division of the question being insisted on, it was P guished ci 
put on the several awendments seruilim. eorge B 

The question on concurring im ihe amendment PF T will tl 
striking out the second section of the biil (above P portant in 
recited) was taken by yeas and nays, as folluws: FF btherwise 

YH AS—Messrs. Aduins, Alexander, Heman Alen, FF 
J. W. Ailes, Atherton, Aycr.gy, Banks, Beers, Beirne, sae" 
Bell, Biudie, Borden, Briggs, Wiiain B. Caluoun, Wil Waushir 
liam b. Caapbeli, John Campoeil, Cartes. Chanibers, 

Chaney, Chapman, Cheatuain, Clurk, Cules, Corwin, New pt 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockeu, Cariis, Duilington, Dawson, Duilding t 
Davee, Daves, Deberry, Duncan, Edwards, Kimcre, TBresg. has 
Everett, E ving, Farrington, &. Fletcher, Fillmare, Ey, > ostmaste 
James Garland, Rice Garland, J. Granain, Grant Mite, alter 
Graves, Grenneil. Griffin, Haivy, Hall, Halsted, Hau Ta be amp 
mond, Hamer, Harlan, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, The co 
Hopkins, R. M. T. Hunier, laghum,Jenifer, J. Juhasoo, 7 an 
Wiliiain C. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Kemi, Kuncen he wi bi 
smith, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loouns, Lyon, Mar resident, 
lury, Marvin, J. M. Mason, Samsun Masvn, Mario, [informatie 
Maxwell, Mcikay, Abraham McClean, MeCiure, 9 lally gra 
McKennan, Meuefee, Meicer, Mulgan, Muci ei each ji 
Montgomery, Celvary Morris, Murray, Noble, Oz'e nd othe: 
Palmer, Pearce, Peck, Peunypacher, Peirikin, Pichens >em to 1 
Pope, Pots, Sergeant 8. Preutiss, Pu nam, Rar.den, The pli 
Randolph, Reily, Rencher, Ridgway, Rumeey, Rus day as 
sell, Saitonstail, Sawyer, Shetier, Augustine H. Siep |, aa tie 
perd, Suields, Southgate, Stuart, Stone, S.ration, 1% | 

liaterru, Lhomas, Tillinghast, ‘Titus,’Towns, Wagetch 

Webster, Aibert 8. Wuite, John White, Whituescs, N 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Willams, Jared W. Wi wd 7 
ams, Christopher H. Wiliams, Wise, Word, Werll vag 
ingion, Yeil, Yorke—136. 6s he we 

NA YS—Meesrs. Anderson, Beatty, Bicknell, Bira The new: 
sall, Bouldin, Brodliead, Bronsun, Buchanan, Byun, | ggidered u 
Cambrelenz, Cavey, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, De ave dec] 
Gratf, Deanis, Dromgoole, Evans, Gailup, Gray, Har Dock ban 
rison, Hoffman, Holt, Howard, W. H. Hunter, L noinas ar. Thi 
B. Jackson, Henry Johnson, N. Jones, Kemdie, seo ought af 
nedy, Legare, Leadbetter, Robert MeCiellan, Muller he depr. 
M.ore, Samuei W. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parker Pai Bpprehen: 
inpniel, Paris, Payuter, Plumer. Prat, Rives, Rubin Butities is 
son, Sergeant, Sieplor, Smith, Spencer, — ‘Vaylor, § ep 
Thompson, Toland, ‘Toucey, ‘'urney, Vail—so. ; : e cc 

So the amendment was concurred in, and the Paine, mu. 
second section o1 the bili stricken out. ings tak 

The section extending militia service to six Pape much | 
inonths was concurred in without a ccunt. pe oe seri 

That empowering the president to accept the set Fy fll iy W 
vices of 50,000 volunteers having been read, Mr. j op the 
Mallsry moved to reduce the ntuuber to 21,000 ; a wp hag, 
which motion was negatived—ayes 78, noes Go. oped 

[On this question, Mr. Williams, of N. C., de: % 
inanded the yeas and nays; but the house refuse More. 
‘o order them. ] d the } 

The number standing at 59,009, the section was & brea 

eT som 


